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NORTH, BRITON. 


His Majeſty's 8 Moſt Gracious Srezc N, 
to both Houſes of PARLIAMENT, on 
vis T ueſday che 19th of April, 1763. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | 


Cannot put an end to this ſeſſion of 
1 Parliament without expreſſing my 
thanks for the ſignal zeal and diſpatch 
which you have ani e in your pro- 
ceedings, and which make it unneceſſary  _ 
for me to continue it any longer. 
I informed you, at our firſt meeting 
that preliminary articles were ſigned £ — 
my. Miniſter, and thoſe of France andi 
Spain. I ordered them to be laid before 
vou; and the ſatisfaction which I felt at 
the approaching re-eſtabliſhment of peace, 
upon conditions ſo honourable to m y 
crown, and fo. beneficial to my people, 
was highly increaſed, by my receiving 4 
from both Houſes of Parliament, the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt grateful expreſſions 0 
their entire — Theſe articles 
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2 The NORTH BRITON. _ 
have been eſtabliſhed, and even rendered 


more advantageous to my ſubjefs, by 


the Definitive Treaty; and my expecta- 
tions have been fully anſwered, by the 
happy effects which the ſeveral allies of 
my crown have derived from this ſalutary 
meaſure. The powers at war with my 
good brother the King of Pruſſia, have 
been induced to agree to ſuch terms of 


accommodation, as that great prince has 


approved ; and the fucceſs which has at- 

. tended my negotiation, has neceſlarily 

and immediately diffuſed the bleſſings of 
peace through every part of Europe. 


| I acquainted you with my firm refolu- | 
tion, to form my government on a pla 
of ſtrict æconomy. The reductions neceſ- 
fary for this purpoſe ſhall be compleated 
with all poſſible expedition: and although 


the army maintained in theſe kingdoms 
will be inferibr in number to that uſually 
| kept up in former times of peace, yet I 


truſt that the force propoſed, with the _ 


_ eſtabliſhment of the national Militia (whoſe 
ſervices I have experienced, and cannot 
too much commend) will prove a ſuffici- 
ent ſecurity for the future. 


: Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 


_ I have ſeen, with the 7 concern, 
the great anticipations of the revenue, 
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and the heavy debts unprovided for, du- 
ring the late war, which have reduced 
you to the unhappy neceſſity of impoſing 
further burthens upon my people. Un- 
der theſe circumſtances, it is my earneſt 
wiſh to contribute, by every means, to 
their relief. The utmoſt frugality ſhall 
be obſerved in the diſpoſition of the fup- 


plies which you have granted; and when 
the accounts of the money, ariſing from 


= the ſale of ſuch prizes as are veſted in the 
= crown, ſhall be cloſed, it is my intention 
to direct, that the produce ſhall be ap- 
plied to the public ſervice. .. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
The extenſion of the commerce of my 
ſubjects; the improvement of the advan- 


tages we have obtained, and the increaſe 


. 


of the public revenue, are the proper 
works of peace. To theſe important and 
neceſſary objects my attention ſhall be di- 
rected. I depend upon your conſtant 


care to promote, in your ſeveral counties, 


that ſpirit of concord, and that obedience 
to Law, which is eſſential to good order, 
and to the happineſs of my faithful fub- 
jects. It is your part to diſcourage every 
attempt of a contrary tendency : it ſhall 
be mine, firmly to maintain the honour of 
my crown, and to protect the rights of my 
people 532 JOUR. 
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Arücles of Impeachment of High EY 


i: ſon, and other high crimes and miſde- 


u meanors, againſt Robert Earl of Ox- 
I! en and Earl 1 
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HAT whereas the di 67 ad 103 
port of the Imperial 6 con & of” theſe 


| realms has, in all ages, greatly depended 
on the wiſdom and truth of the commu? 
nications made from the throne, eſpeci- 


ally in Parliament, as the ſure, and only 


means, whereby the Kings and Queens 


of this realm can receive the ſincerè and 


faithful advice of their people in matters 
of the higheſt importance; and which, 


bythe ee laws and conſtitution 5 
of this government, ought to be invio- 


lably obſerved, as the ſacred band of the 


duty. and affection of ſubjects t to their ſo- 
Vercigr- LEY | 

And whereas, by the moſt antient and 
Known laws of this kingdom, it is indiſ- 


of 
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of ſtate, that ſurround the throne, to 
maintain, as far as in them lies, the ſa- 
credneſs of the royal word, on all-oeca- 
ſions; it being moſt apparent, ;that the 
greateſt diſhonour to the throne, and the 
greateſt danger to theſe kingdoms, muft 


= inevitably enſue, whenever that fountain 


of truth, by wicked counſels, ſhall be in 
any degree corrupted, and thereby loſe 


its Joſt. eee omg. dale autho- 
I VIE | 
And heteaz N pow-er 3 making 
peace and war, one of the ancient, un- 
= doubted, and moſt important, preroga- 
3 tives of the crown, has been always en- 


ice 


erciſed by the ſovereigns of theſe reabng, 


with the ſtricteſt regarg to the honoun-of | 


the crqywn, ande the welfare f the pea- 


ple; and, for that end, they; Raver in 


great wiſdom, i in all ages, taken the a- 


vice of Parliament n h- weighty c- 


T caſions : 333 5 124 Enza 
And whereas her Jae! Mie Qzeen 


"Anne declared, from che nhrohe ! her g- 
N cious intention to: cu mmunicate che terms 


of peace to her parliament, for heir de- 
liberate and ſerious advice therein; Wie- 
ly foreſeeing, that the ſafety of her pet- 


ſon and government, of the Proteſtant 
ſucceſſion to the crown, Which ſhef had 


c Nee * of che prgteſtant 


religion, 
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religion, and the liberties of Europe, did 
inevitably depend on the happy conclu- 
ſion of the ſaid negotiations: 
He, the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford 
and Earl Mortimer, then Lord High 
Treaſurer of Great Britain, having taken 
on himſelf, through the ſaid negotiations, 
a moſt arbitrary and unwarrantable au- 
thority, and the chief direction and influ- 
ence in her Majeſty's councils; and moſt 
wickedly deſigning to proſtitute | the ho: 
nor of the crown, and the dignity of 
Parliaments, and not only totally to de- 
prive her Majeſty of the wholſome and 
neceſſary advice of her parliament in ſo 
great a conjuncture, but, by miſrepre- 
enting the moſt eſſential parts of the 
negotiations of peace, to obtain the ſanc- | 
tion of partiament to his traiterous pro- 
ceedings, and thereby fatally to deceive ® 
her Majeſty, her allies, her Parliament, = 
and her people: 
He, the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford 
and Earl Mortimer, was not only wanting 
in the difcharge of that duty to his ſove- 
_ reign, which became his high ſtation, by 
not adviſing againſt, and, as far as in 
him lay, in all events, by not preventing, 
even any intimation from the throne to 
the parliament, which was not conform- 
3 ond to hana exacteſt . and ines 
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uty; but taking advantage of his ready 
acceſs to her Majeſty, and his exorbitant 


influence in her councils; did prepare, 


form, and concert, together with other 
falſe and evil counſellors, ſeveral ſpeeche; 


and declarations to be made by her Ma- 
jeſty from the throne to her parliament, 


on the ſubject of the ſaid negotiations of 


peace; and did adviſe her Majeſty to 
make the ſame to her parliament ; and 
particularly, by means of his falſe and 


evil counſels, her Majeſty did, amongſt 


other things, on the 7th of December 
1711, declare from the throne, in the 


words following; „That, notwithſtan- 
ding the arts of thoſe who delight in 
&« war, both place and time are appoin- 


ted for opening the treaty of. a general 


ec peace; our allies, eſpecially the States 


| 1 General, whoſe intereſt I look upon as 


* 


t inſeparable from my own, have, by 


_ « their ready concurrence, A ne 


& confidence in me:: : 
' Whereas it was then notorious' to all 


Euro pe, and the ſaid Robert Earl of Ox- 
ford ym Earl Mortimer, and others his 


accomplices, well knew, that the princi- 
pal allies of her Majeſty, and particularly 


the States General, then had, in the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt preſſing manner, re- 
preleaced, not only to her Majeſty” $ mi- 
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1iſters in Holland, but afterwards, by 4 


niniſter of their own, directly to her 


Majeſty, the inſecurity and danger to the 
-ommon cauſe, by entering into general 


'egotiations with France, on the propo- 
ſitions ſigned by Monſieur Meſnager ; 
and alſo their firm opinion of the fatal 


conſequences that might enſue thereon : 

And although they had ſtill great appre- 
henſions concerning the method of open- 
ing the conferences, and the conſequen- 
ces that might happen thereupon ; yet, : 


being wrought on by the menaces, and 


other extraordinary methods uſed with 
them by her Majeſty's miniſters, and re- 
lying on the ſolemn aſſurances and decla- 
rations of her Majeſty, to ſupport-the in-, 


tereſts and concern of their ate, and to, 


act in perfect confidence and harmony 


with them, they did at laſt, with the 
greateſt reluctance, conſent to enter up- 


on a general negotiation of peace with 
France: And, in the ſame ſpeech, her 
Majeſty was prevailed | on, by the evil. 
counſels of him, the ſaid Robert Earl of 
Oxford and Mortimer, and others, to 


declare, in the words following; Fhat 


d the princes and ſtates, which have been 


« engaged with us in this war, being, 
« by treaties, intitled to have their ſe- 
« yeral intereſts ſecured at a peace, I 

will 


The NORTH BRITON. 9g 
„ will not only do my utmoſt to procure 
« every one of them all reaſonable ſatiſ- 
faction: but I ſhall alſo - unite with 
them, in the ſtricteſt engagements, for 
continuing the alliance, in order to 
render the general peace ſecure and 
75 laſting * And, in her meſſage, of the 
17th of January following, her Majeſty 
again expreſſes, the care ſhe intends to 
take of all her allies, and the ſtrict union 
in which ſhe propoſed to join, with them: 
| Whereas, by the evil influence of him, 
the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl 
Mortimer, her Majeſty was not only in- 
duced to enter into a private negotiation 
with France, exclufive of her allies: but 
the ſame was, in like manner, carried on 
by him, the faid Robert Earl of Oxford 
and Earl Mortimer, and others; and the 
ſeveral intereſts which the allies were in- 
titled to by their treaties, were not only 


not ſecured to them by the peace, nor any 


reaſonable ſatisfaction given to them; but 
the main intereſts of her principal allies, 
eſpecially of his Imperial Maictty, were, 
by the wicked practices of him, the ſaid 
Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mor- 
timer, and others, given up to France; 
and no engagements were obtained for 
continuing the alliance, in order to ren - 
der the general peace ſecure and laſting. 
ns EEE - Ov And, 
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And, her Majeſty having, on many 
former occaſions, expreſſed her reſolu- 


tion, never to make peace with France 


and Spain, fo long as Spain and the 


Weſt Indies, remained in the Houle of 4 


Bourbon, ſhe was prevailed upon, by the 
_ adviſe of him, the ſaid Robert Earl of 

Oxford and Earl Mortimer, and others, 
to declare herſelf, in anſwer to an addreſs 


of the Houſe of Peers, of the 11th of 


December 1711, to the effect following, 
viz. © I ſhould be ſorry any one could 
think, I would not do my utmoſt to 


recover Spain and the Indies, from the i 


„ houſe of Bourbon :? 
Whereas it is moſt anbei FRG the 
leaving the kingdom of Spain, and the 


Indies, in the houſe of Bourbon, was the 


foundation of the private and ſeparate 
treaty between Great Britain and France, 
which had been before that time ſigned, 
even with her Majeſty's conſent ; and the 


ſame fundamental reſolution was immuta- 


bly obſerved between them, to the con- 
cluſion of the peace : And her Majeſty 


having frequently declared from the 


throne, that her reſolutions in entering 
into the ſaid negotiations were, to obtain 
a general, good, and laſting peace; and 
the plenipotentiaries at Utrecht being i in- 
ſtructed to treat with France, conformably 


wo. 
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The NORTH BRITON. 11 
to that end; he, the ſaid Robert Earl of 


Oxford and Earl Mortimer, in order to 


remove the juſt ſuſpicions which had been 
conceived of his private and ſeparate ne- 
gotiations with France, did adviſe her 
Majeſty to make this further declaration, 
in her ſaid meſſage, of the 17th of Ja- 
nuary ; That the world will now {ce 


<« how groundleſs thoſe reports are, which 


have been ſpread abroad by men of 
« evil intentions, to ſerve the worſt de- 


« ſigns, as if a ſeparate peace had been 
« treated ; for which there has not been 


bh the eaſt colour given:“ 


Whereas a private and ſeparate nego- 
tiation had been carried on, for five 


months together, between England and 


France; and, during that time, private 
propoſitions had been ſent from England, 
and a private treaty with à miniſter of 


France ſigned, even by her Majeſty's pri- 
vity, excluſive of all the allies, before 


tie faid declaration made by her Majeſty , 
and private and ſeparate meaſures were 


thenceforth carried on by the ſaid Roberc 
Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, and 


7 his accomplices, on behalf of her Ma- 


zeſty, with the miniſters of France, even 
to the e of the peace. 


Her 


” 1 
< — i en ec AG ESSE" ” 


12 The NORTH BRITON. 


Her Majeſty was further prevailed on, 


by the wicked advice of him, the faid 
| Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Morti- 
mer, in her ſpeech, of June the 6th, 


1712, to declare, That, to prevent 


the union of the two crowns, ſhe would 
not be content with what was ſpeeula- 
« tive; but infiſted on ſomething ſolid:“ 


And in the ſaid ſpeech, to the effect fol- 


lowing, viz. © The nature of the propo- : 

« {al for the renunciation is ſuch, that it 
« executes itſelf ; and France and Spain 
«arc thereby more eee divided 


$ 


« than ever: 28 


Whereas the miniſters of France Pad : 
before that time, aſſured the miniſters of 
"her Majeſty, that, to accept of the ex- 


pedient propoſed on her Majeſty's behalf, 


| would be to build on a fandy foundation; 


and that the renunciation would be null 
and void by the. fundamental laws of 


France; and that they would deceive 
themſelves, who accept it as an expedient 


to prevent the union of the two crowns : - 


And not only in the particulars before- 
mentioned, but in many others contained 


in the ſaid ſeveral ſpeeches and meſſages, 


made, and ſent to her parhament, even. 


while the ſaid negotiations of peace with 
France were depending, the moſt efſen- 
tial 
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tial points relating to peace and com- 


merce, and which concerned the intereſts 
as well of the allies as of Great Britain, 
were groſly miſrepreſented. 2%; 
By all which wicked, treacherous, and 
unexampled evil counſels, he, the ſaid 


Robert Earl of Oxford and Ear! Morti- 
mer did moſt baſely, ungratefully, and 


ſcandalouſly, abuſe the favour of his 


royal miſtreſs ; and by means of her au- 
thority, did miſlead her parliament into 


groundl- s and fatal reſolutions; and 
and thereby not only prevented the juſt 


advice of the parliament to her Majeſty 
on that critical juncture, but obtained the 
approbation of parliament to his myſteri- 


ous and dangerous practices; and did not 


only deprive her Majeſty of the confi- 
dence and affection of her allies, but ex- 


poſed her Majeſty, and her people, to 
the contempt of Then common enemy. 
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His Majeſty's (King Gzorxcs I.) moſt 
Gracious SPEECH to both Houſes of 
Parliament, on Tuſeday, the 17th of 
January, 1726. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


Acquainted you, laſt year, with the 


treaties of peace and commerce con- 
cluded between. the Emperor and the 
King of Spain. As that ſudden and un- 
accountable conjunction gave, at the firſt 
appearance, juſt grounds of jealouſy and 
apprehenſion to the neighbouring powers 


of Europe: the ſubſequent proceedings 
and tranſactions in thoſe two courts, and 


the ſecret and offenſive allances conclu- 
ded between them about the ſame time, 
have laid the foundations of a moſt ex- 


orbitant and formidable power ; and are 
oo directly levelled againſt the moſt valu- 
able and darling intereſts and privileges 
of this nation, that we muſt determine 
either tamely to ſubmit to, the perempto- 
ry and unjuſt demands of the King of 


Spain, in giving up Gibraltar, and pa- 


tiently to acquieſce in the Emperor's 
_ uſurped and extended exerciſe of trade 


and commerce ; or muſt reſolve to be in 


a condition to do ourſelves juſtice, and 


to 


3 
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to defend. our undoubted rights againſt 
theſe reciprocal engagements, entered in- 


to in defiance and violation of all natio- 


nal faith, and the moſt ſolemn treaties. 
I have likewiſe received informations, 


from different parts, on which I can in- 
tirely depend, that the placing the Pre- 
tender upon the throne of this kingdom 


is one of the articles of the ſecret engage 
ments: and if time ſhall evince, that 


the giving up the trade of this nation to 
one power, and Gibraltar and Portmahon 
to another, is made the price and re- 


ward of impoſing upon this kingdom a 
popiſn Pretender; what an indignation 


mult this raiſe in the breaſt of each Pro- 
teſtant Briton ! 1 „ 

Nor were theſe fatal combinations con- 
fined to thoſe parts of the world alone; 


but they extended themſelves into Ruſ— 
fra: And, had not the deſigns of that 


court againſt ſome of their neighbours 


been prevented by the ſeaſonable arrival 


of our fleet in thoſe ſeas, a way had been 


opened for invading theſe kingdoms, and 
giving a powerful aſſiſtance to any at- 


rempt to be made from other quarters. 
Such circumſtances would not ſuffer 


me and my alles, among whom there has 
been, and is, the moſt perfect harmony, 
union, and concert, to be idle ſpecta- 


tors, 


16 The NORTH BRITON. - 
tors, and regardleſs of our own ſafety, 
and the common cauſe of Europe: For 

which purpoſe, his Moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
jeſty has been at a great expence, this laſt 
year, in augmenting his forces; and the 
States General, ſenſible of the imminent 
danger, have not only acceded to the de- 
fenſive alliance concluded at Hanover, 

but have come to ſtrong and ſeaſonable 
reſolutions for an extraordinary augmen- 
tation of their forces, both by ſea and 
land: The acceſſion of the crown of Swe- 

den is in ſuch a forwardneſs, and the 


negotiations with the crown of Denmark © 
are ſo far advanced, that we may reaſon- Þ 
ably depend upon the ſucceſs and good B 
effect of them. | I | 
This ſhort view of the preſent poſture 
of affairs will, I am confident, not on! 
ſecure to me the ſupport and aſſiſtance of 


my parliament in carrying on this great 
and neceſſary work, in conjunction with 3 
my allies, but juſtity the meaſures hither- E, 
to taken, and the expences already made. 1 
The confidence you repoſed in me laſt 
year, has been made uſe of for the bene- 
fit of the public; and as the chief article 
of exceedings has, by my equipping, and 
ſending to lea, three: conſiderable ſqua- 
drons, fallen upon the head of the Navy, 
Tam perſuaded the e of the ſer- 
121 Voices, 
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vices, and the ſecurity, advantage, and 


glory, that has accrued to this nation 


trom thoſe ſquadrons, will ſufficiently 
ſpeak for themſelves, as long as both 
friends and foes, with joy or concern, 
confeſs they have ſeen and felt the effects 


of the nayal power of Great Britain. 


It is not to be wondered at, that the 


princes engaged in theſe enterprizes are 


very much diſturbed to ſee their, projects 


rendered: abortive. The King of Spain, | 
impatient of the diſappointments he has 


met with, can no longer difguife that en- 
mity to us, which for ſome time he haz 


only waited for a favourable opportunity 


to declare: He has now ordered his mi 
nitter reſiding here to depart immediately 


from this country; leaving a memorial 


that is little wort of a declaration of wat | 
wherein he again demands, and infifts up- 


on, the reſtitution of Gibraltar: He does 
not himſelf deny the offenſive alliance, 
e 
Oltend company: He makes my recal- 
ling thoſe! ſquadrons,” which his conduct 


had put me under a neceſſity of ſending 


to the Weſt Indies, and the coaſt of 


Spain, the condition of any further cor- 
reſpondence between the two crowns; 


and, ſuppoſing the continuance of my 


fleets 
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| fleets abroad to be actual hoſtilities; 


threatens to repel them with force, to the 
utmoſt of his power : 


But, not content with theſe menaces, 
inſults, and infractions. of treaties, his 


Catholic Majeſty is now making e aig 


tions to attack and beſiege Gibraltar; 


and, in order to carry on that ſervice, or 
to cover another deſign, has aſſembled a 


great body of troops in that neighbour- 


ood : But as the 2 ſtate and con- 
dition of that garri 


to hope for, ſucceſs in that undertaking; 
the certain and undoubted intelligence 1 
have, that it is now reſolved to nyt 
an Invaſion. upon, theſe kingdoms, in fa- 
_ your of the Pretender, by an embarka- 
tion from the coaſt of Spain, gives me 
_ reaſon to believe, that, though the ſiege 


of Gibraltar may probably be undertaken, | 


the public avowed, and immenſe, pre- 


parations made for that purpole are 


chiefly calculated to. amuſe the world, 


and to diſguiſe the intended invaſion ;, 


which I am ſurely informed, has been for 
ſome time 
beginning of 


the long premeditated rup- 
o avert: = of 


Gentle 


of t on, with the reinforce- 
ments I have ordered thither, give me 
little cauſe to apprehend, or my enemies 
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agreed to be the firſt ſtep and 


in me. 
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Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 
Theſe conſiderations muſt awaken in 
you all ſuch a ſenſe of our common and 
immediate danger, as will, I doubt not, 
inſpire yau with a zeal and chearfulneſs in 
raiſing the fupplies neceſſary for the de- 
fence of your country, and for making 


good our engagements with our allies. _ 


I received too much ſatisfaction from 


the happineſs of my people in their full - 
enjoyment, and future proſpect of peace, 


eaſe, and proſperity, not to be ſenſibly 
affected with theſe new convulſions ; and 


the unavoidable neceſſity I am under of 


aſking larger ſupplies of my peop!e, and 
of deſiring to be enabled to make fuch 
an augmentation of my forces, by ſea and 


land, as the preſent exigency of affairs 


I will order the proper eſtimates to be 


laid before you, and ſuch treaties as 1 
have made with foreign princes for the 
hire of foreign troops; and as the ex- 
pence I was, laſt year, in a particular 
manner, entruſted ro make, has amoun- 
ted to no conſiderable ſum, and the pub- 


lic utility may again require the like ſer- 


vices to be performed, I hope you will 
again repoſe the ſame truſt and confidence 


11 
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It is with oreat pleaſure that I ſee the 
time ſo near. approaching, when ſuch a 


conſiderable addition will be made to the 
ſinking fund: Let all that wiſh well, to 


the peace and 3 of my government, 
have the ſatisfaction to ſee that our pre- 


ſent neceſſities ſhall make no interrup- 


tion in the progreſs of that deſirable work 


of gradually diſcharging the national debt: 


1 hope, therefore, you will make a pro- 
viſion for the immediate application of 
the produce of the ſinking fund to the 


uſes for which it was fo wiſely contrived, 
and to which it now ſtands P. 


Y Lords and Geqtlemen, eee 


I have had no thaughts of making, any 
acquiſitions t to any part of my dominſons: 
My, whole. care and concern has been, to 


Pfeferve and maintain the undoubted 
rights and privileges of my people: And 


* therefore all my meaſures, have been pre- 


entive and defenſive: But ſuch endea- 


vours being now rendered impractable, 


vigorous, reſolutions, and a ſpeedy execu- 


tion of them, can alone put an effectual 


end in the dangers that ſurround us: 
However 3 and deſperate the en- 
terprizes formed againſt us may appear 

to be your being aſſured, that they are 
resse upon, Will, I am perlubdeg, be 


ſuffi- 
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ſufficient to prevail upon you to put your- 
ſelves in a condition to reſiſt and defeat 
the 
If preſerving : a ; hon balance of power 
in Europe; if defending the poſſeſſions 
of the crown of Great Britain, of infinite 
advantage and ſecurity to our trade and 
commerce; if ſupporting that trade and 
commerce againſt dangerous and unlaw- 

ful encroachments; and if the preſent 
eſtabliſnment, the religion, liberties, and 
properties, of à proteſtant people, are 
any longer conſiderations worthy of the 
care and attention of a Britiſn _ 
I need ſay no more to incite my loyal and 
faithful houſes of parliament to exert 

themſelves in the defence of all that is 
dear 94 valuable to them. 


F. 


Joux. 
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JOURNALS of the HOUSE of 


COMMONS, Vol. XX. F. 798. 


A Maron tat preſented to his Majeſty, 
on Thurſday the 2d of March, 1726, 
by Monſieur Dx Pal M, the Imperial 
Reſident. 


Moſt Serene and Moſt Potent King, 


S ſoon as your Majeſty's ſpeech, made 
to the States of the kingdom of 


Great Britain, now aſſembled in parlia- 
ment, came to the ears of his Imperial 


and Royal Catholic Majeſty, my moſt 


2 maſter, he wondered above mea- 


ure, by what means your Majeſty could 


ſuffer yourſelf to be induced to declare 
from the royal throne, to this renowned 


nation, in a manner hitherto unheard of, 


as certain and undoubted, ſome chings 


diſtorted in that ſpeech, to the worſt 
ſenſe ; others as far diſtant as poſſible 
from the meaning of his Imperial and 
Catholic Majeſty ; and, laſtly, others, 


which ſtrike deeper, even deſtitute of all 


foundation. 
For, as to what concerns the peace 


made at Vienna with the Moſt Serene 


| King of Spain: Who would not be aſto- 


niſhed 
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niſhed to have that very peace grounded 
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on the Quadruple Alliance of London, 
and others made with your Majeſty, as 
on the only and moſt ſolid baſis , and for 
the obtaining whereof your Majeſty your- 
ſelf carried on, together with your allies, 
ſo bloody, and ſo long, and not inglori- 
ous a war; for which your Majefty your- 
ſelf laboured much ; now to be preten- 
ded as a juſt cauſe of complaint ; and to 
be taken as a handle for thoſe things, 
which have hitherto been done by your 
Majeſty's miniſters in all parts, to the 


higheſt detriment ro the Emperor and 


Empire, and of the public tranquility ; 
and that they could have been declared 
by your Majeſty to the people of Great 

Britain, with fo much invidiouſneſs to- 
wards the Emperor, and the King of 


Spain, as a violation of the treaties. 


After the peace of Vienna, the other 
treaty accuſed is that of commerce made 
with Spain, and framed for promotin 

the lawful advantages of the ſubjects of 
each; which, as it is conformable to the 


law of nations, and to the uſages of peo- 


ple in amity; and, in all parts, is inno- 


cent with reſpect to the Britiſh nation, 


whether the ſituation of the provinces, or 
the nature of the commerce itſelf, be 


conſidered ; and is not, even in the leaſt, 


con- 
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_ contrary to the treaties made with Great 
Britain; ſurely no cauſe remains for 
which that treaty could poſſibly be grie- 
vous or offenſive to the nation, otherwiſe 
moſt friendly to the Emperor, of whoſe 
paſt famous exploits, and ſuccours, no 
time ſhall ever efface the memory out of 


the breaſt of the moſt auguſt Emperor, 


if it be only weighed with a ſincere mind, 
purified from all deſire of exciting the 
nation. 

Another head, containing choſe this 


which reſt on no foundation at all, con- 


cerns chiefly that imaginary treaty, which 


is called, in the ſpeech, offenſive; and 


is ſuppoſed to be contracted, againſt 


your Majeſty, between the Emperor and 
the King of Spain: But how empty and 


frivolous i is that, is evinced from hence; 
that that offenſive treaty, as tis called, 


may be intirely diſproved, not only by 


the convention lately offered, by his Im- 
perial and Catholic Majeſty, for not of- 
fending each other mutually, but alſo by 


the very treaty of friendſhip itſelf, which 


was contracted with the Spaniſh crown, 


and communicated to your Majeſty when 
it was fitting; from the words whereof 


whether even a ſhadow, or the leaſt ſpeci- 


men, of an offenſive treaty, can be drawn, 


is ſubmitted to the Judgment of the whole 
world, 'The 


— — — — ——  — — —— 
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hhe other part of this poſition argues 
I ſecret articles to have A made in fa- 


4 Aae aſſerts that vou hire. in your 
1 ſure indications, and ſuch as may 
be relied on; whereby it is ſtipulated to 
advance that Pretender to the throne of 
Great Britain: But with what meaning 
for what cauſe and deſign thoſe things, ; 
grounded on the falſeſt rumours, were 
declared to the Britiſh people, is eaſily | 
= underſtood by any one of he vulgar, and 
much more by his Sacred Imperial Ca- 
tholick Majeſty : and as the faith, invio- 
lable ge and honour, of ſo great 
princes, cannot bear ſuch kind of aſſer- 
tions, ſupported by no manner of truth, 
to be declared from the Royal Throne to 
the whole kingdom and world, bis ſaid 
Sacred Imperial Catholick Majeſty has 
ſitrictly injoined me to declare hereby to 
your Majeſty, and to the kingdom of 
Great Britain, that he is thereby moſt 
grievouſly offended ; affirming, on his 
Imperial word, that there i is no \ ſecret ar- 
2 ticle,, nor convention, exiſting, which 
Contains, or can prove, the lealt thing of 
that nature. | 
But to the end that thoſe things, which - 
are underhand intended by this proceed- 
ing, unheard of till our times, may ap- 
Vor. II. e pear 
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pear more clearly; it is obſerved, that 
they are deſignedly declared at that time, 


when conſultation is held at Paris abour 
compoſing the differences, which have 
ariſen by no action of his Imperial and 
Catholic Majeſty : from whence his 


aboveſaid Imperial Majeſty's mind, al- 


ways diſpoſed to peace, and moſt religi- 


dus in obſerving of treaties, is ſufficiently 


proved. | 

As to thoſe things which. are here al- 
leged concerning Gibraltar, and repre- 
ſented in the worſt fenſe ; the notorious 
_ hoſtile actions and attacks, perpetrated, 


contrary to the treaties, in the Indies, 
and elſewhere, againſt the Kin ng of Spain, 


ſeem to have given the juſteſt cauſe for 
_ undertaking the fiege thereof: But it may 


be ſeen, from the above treaty, which 


has been communicated, what was the 


intention and agreement * his Imperia! 


Catholic Maj jeſty, upon this article. 
Laſtly, As to what things are alleged 

concerning the navigation of Oſtend; 

his Catholic Majeſty's piety induced 


him, being bound by no manner of trea- 
ty, to countenance it; after he had ſe- 


veral times acknowledged the juſt rea- 


ſons for this undertaking : And that this 


innocent ſubſidy, towards preſerving the 
Harrier of the Low Countries, may not 


be 
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be an hindrance to the tranquility and mu- 
tual friendſhip with the neighbours, ſeve- 
ral means of accommodation were pro- 
poſed, not only at the Hague, and in 
other places, but alſo have, * been 
declared at Paris. 

Which things being ſo; truth offen- 
ded, and the honour and dignity of his 


Sacred Imperial Catholic Majeſty, did 


certainly demand, that the 5h ſhould. 


be oublicly made known to your Ma- 
jeſty, to the kingdom of Great Britain, 
and to the whole world: who likewiſe, 


with all juſtice, requires due reparation 


for the moſt grievous injury done him by 
ſo many wan eee 


London, dr day of the 
month of March, in 
the year 1725. 


Cnakrxs JosgrpR Dr Pal. 


© i (Vide 


es The NORTH BRITON. 
s Vol. I. P. 4, 36.) 
The M O N ETe * 


or, Barrisg Farrhol rx. 


No. 357. 


Tiberinm variis artibus devinxit adeo Seja- 


nus, ut obſcurum adverſum alias, ſibi 
uni incautum, intefumque efficeret. 


Tacrr. Annal. * +. 


| SaTURDAY, May the 22, 1762, 


'To the, MONITOR. 
. 


readily occurred to me how dan- 
gexous it is both to the prince and his 


people, for him to have a Favourite; or 


to be ſo weak as to give himſelf up to 
the management of any one of his ſub- 
Jects, in the government of his domi- 
nions, and in the purſuit of national glo- 
ry. Where this has been the misfortune, 
the crown has often ſet like thorns, and 
councils have proved like harrows, The 
„ ” King 


ae this paſſage i in ei it 
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> King has ended his days in anxiety and 
= diſtraction, and his ſubjects cruſhed to 
pieces by oppreſſion. 5 
A favourite of a crowned head is one 
who, without any merit or recommenda- 
tion from his country, for any ſervices 
performed for the public, and glory of 
the crown, has found means to acquire a 
great and almoſt an excluſive influence 
and power over the mind of his royal 
= - maſter: one who, by an early near ad- 
= _ miſſion to his preſence, converſation and 
Private recreations, has improved every 
| © opportunity to diſcover his weakneffes, 
to mark bis foibles, and to ingratiate 
himſelf, till he gains an entire aſcendant 
cover his will; and governs him without 
. controul : and one who, having ſucceed- 
ed thus far, during a minority, by mere 
profeſſions of duty, and a diligent atten- 
tion to, gratify his paſſions, attempts to 
maintain his own influence and power, by 
_ deſtroying and preventing the growth of 
great and royal ſentiments in his mind; 
and to uſurp the authority and manage- 
ment of the ſtate, by filling his maſter's 
head with pleaſures and unprofitable 
amuſements.— A favourite, poſſeſſed 
of this authority and credulity in his royal 
maſter, guards againſt every means to 
detect his uſurpation; he permits none 
— but 


— 
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but ſuch as are devoted to his intereſt, to 
approach the prince; and thoſe he diſ- 
poles about the royal prefence, in ſuch a 
manner, as to make them his ſpies ; to 
keep out men of merit ; to degrade pa- 
triotiſm with a mortal hatred ; to aſſiſt 
him in the ſacrifice of public intereſt to 
his private views; and to ſhare with him 
the fruits and advantages of the royal 
| favour, 5 
Such a man's, or, if you will, fuch a 
page . conduct, is founded upon flat- 
„the moſt dangerous of all vices in 
the body politic ; foraſmuch as the prince = 
zs undone under the appearance of a more 
faithful attachment to his perſon, family 
and intereſt; and, if it ſhould happen, 
that the favourite has ſo infinuated him 
elf into his heart, and got all his pre 
8 and paſſions on his ſide, there al- 
follows a formation of that ſort of 
ae for him, which quickly produ- 
teth confidence in that perſon of a dan- 
gerous ſpirit, who will make the royal 
wer ſulfervient to his own paſſions. 
e loves none but himſelf, and facri- 
ficeth honour, gratitude and juſtice to his 
Private intereſt.—— When a prince has 
once given himſelf up to the manage- 
ment of ſuch a favourite, he may be car- 
ried as far as the ambition of his favourite 
| I 
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pleaſeth, in tyranny, in profuſion, in 
pleaſures, in the neglect of his juſt rights 
and national intereſt; in an unſeaſonable 
and injurious propenſity for peace; and 
even ſo far as to expoſe his country to 
ruin, and himſelf to ſeek for ſafety, by 
flight and exile. 

This is the preſent caſe of f Saxony ; the 
diſtreſſed condition of which electorate is 
occaſioned by the prince's ill- placed con- 


fidence in Count Bruhl, who, by the pa- 


trouage of the Queen, obtained an entire 


aſcendant over the ſovereign; ſo as to 


prevail with him, © in deflance of pub. 


e lic faith, and the moſt ſolemn treaties, 


« and againſt the adviſe of the Saxon 
« Privy-council, to enter into a ſecret 


league with Vienna and Peterſbuygh, 
to cruſhthe King of Pruſſia.” “ 


Count Bruhl, whing too much u upon 


the favour of his ptince, and yang 


himſelf upon the greatneſs of. his eſtate 


and fortune, deſpitec the reſt of the cann- 


ſellors, without conſidering that ſuch'a 
league might perſpire at the Court of 


Berlin, before it could be ripe for ex- 
„ ecution, and thereby bring ruin upon 


his king and country.” Had this 


Court acted upon principles of ſound 


policy, he, inſtead of exerting the influ- 
ence he derived from his princes's fa- 
N C 4 | vour, 
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vour, would have conſidered and foreſeen 
all poſlible accidents, and pr ovided againſt 3 
them. 
But this favourite was not exempt from 
the peculiar defect of all miniſters in that 
fituation. Favourites in the cabinets of 
princes, are of a narrow genius; their 
views are ſo contracted, and ſelf hath ſo 6 
great a ſhare in all their tranſactions, that 
they are afraid to venture; therefore ther 
are never reſolved: whereas counſellors, 
whoſe patriotiſm admits of no private 
views nor ſelf-intereſt, no motives, nor 
expectations, but the love and ſervice of 
their country, are of that maſculine and 
comprehenſive turn of mind, that they are 
never long fluctuating about proper mea- 
ſures and reſolutions. For, the rules of 7 
juſtice are eternal and immutable, and 
ſpontaneouſly occur to a ſagacious and | 
well diſpoſed mind. 
This perfidious act, obtained by Count 
| : 'Bruhl in the Saxon cabinet, confirms this 
Þ obſervation. It was determined to join 
| in the aſſault to be made on the King of 
Pruſſia; „but his conduct, from the 
year 1747, to the breaking out of 
| - 46" 0s calamitous war, was a perpetual 
vacillation and unreſolvedneſs, about 
the manner of doing it, fo as to cover 
M1 Saxony from the King! s vengeance, 
ON « which 
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15 which kept him in conſtant, ſuſ⸗ 


pence.“ 
Here we may diſcern the real diffe- 


rence between a patriot miniſter, and a 
favourite. The patriot foreſeeing the 
danger and calamities, which ſuch an 
iniquitous league muſt certainly bring 
upon his country, would have reſolved 
: ” reſent the overtures of the confedera- 


But the favourite“ ſhews, by his 
0 jepelhorion and vacillation, that though 
he was not ignorant of the fatal con- 
ſequences, it as indifferent to him, 
whether Saxony ſwam or ſunk; fo 
that he could maintain his power and 
influence over the King of Poland,” 

« This extraordinary minion of, for- 
tune (ſays the author of his life i in a 
ſeries TP letters) who, after ſhooting . 
up like a toadſtool, With. amazing rd- 
Pidity, has. over-IPread all Saxony. | 
Trace him from the commencement of ü 
his miniſtry, , and there is not to be 
found one ſingle ray of patriotiſm, not 
one ſpark of real concern for the wel- 
fare of Saxony. Swayed by a bound- 
leſs avarice and ambition (which he 
endeavours to conceal under the names 
of frugality and ceconomy) intent on- 
ly on the 1 Dent of, himſelf 
and family, he has f all the 
| C 5: con- 
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conſiderable and lucrative poſts; an 
inſatiable deſire of wealth, and, at the 
ſame time, the gratification of his va- 
nity and voluptuouſnels, by a profuſe- 
neſs more than regal, predominate in 
his foul, and biaſs his meaſures ; whilſt 
Saxony is no further conlidered, than 
as the ſoil ctwe of ſuch delicious 

fruits. It is to be hoped, that ſome 
avenger of public honour will ſtand 
forth and expoſe the character of this 
oſtentatious Count, his private deport- 
ment (how he became a favourite) and 
his public adminiftration, as a docu- 
ment to poſterity, that the unanimous 
and declared ſentiments of honeſt men, 
are not to be overlooked or inſulted 
« wt impunity. Such a piece would 
probably be an inſtrument of dimi- 
hing the future ſufferings of whole 
nations, which Providence, in its 
wrath, had curfed with a miniſter like 

Bruhl, and the dread of being tranſ- 
mitted to poſterity, with all their odi- 
ous colours, might be ſome check on 
their rapacity and diſſipatjon.“ 

But whilſt the ſole aim of miniſters is 


to monopohze the favour of the ſove- 
reign, affairs will go on at a fcandalous 


* 


rate. A fate to which every nation is 


— PSs when the helm of ſovereignty 
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« is in weak hands; when princes make 
a bad choice of their officers and mi- 
« niſters; when they are driven to and 
60 fro, like a reed, by court cabals and 
$6 intrigues, 1 n complying with 
<« every ſuggeſtion of their miniſters and 
* favourites, and totally void of any par- 
« ticular affection for their ſubjects. 


_ « Kings indeed are men, and it cannot; 


« with any reaſon, be expected that they 


„ ſhould raiſe themſelves above the ſphere 


« of human nature, and to allume the 
* ſpirituality of angels: But this is un- 
60 pardon able in them, that they ſhould 


be ſo weak as to allow any favourite, 
* male or female, ſuch + power, as to 


e lay the welfare and deſtiny of the ſub- 
1 ject at his or her diſcretion. 

* In the judgment of this age, and 
« never was the nature of government, 


the correction of affairs, and the duty 
« of rulers better underſtood, a prince 


« who governs himſelf has no need of 


« a prime miniſter : For a favourite to 


« deſire his ſovereign to declare him 
© prime miniſter, is no leſs than to de- 


ire him to make a public acknowledg- 


* ment, that he birnſelf does not go 


4 yerm. 


* Where a prince wil appoint a prime 


”. miniſter, he ought at the ſame-time to 


* Mains 


36 The NORTH BRITON. 


40 


* maintain things in their proper rela- 
« tions: And his miniſter 15* to foreſee 
events, to penetrate into the grounds 
of all occurrences, and to know and 
« ſelect the neceſſary meaſures, and the 
beſt manner and time of executing 
« them. If ſuch a miniſter be entruſted 
« with unbounded: power; if he preſides 
in his royal maſter's heart, and deter- 
mines every thing according to his 
„good pleaſure ; yet he is maſter of ſo 
« much diſcretion, and retains ſo much 
regard for his ſovereign's honour, that 
“ he gives the glory of all his ſucceſs to 
his maſter, and makes no property of 
his country to. raiſe his private for- 
tune. | 

Having thus laid down a few previous 
remarks on fayouritiſm, and exemplified 
them in the miſeries and ruin of Saxony, 
under the adminiſtration of Count Bruhl, 
nt. ſhould alarm both prince and people 


Kt 


%s 
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Into a fixed reſolution, never to be enticed 


by any allurements to advance ſuch men 
in their favour and-efteem. 


A wile prince ought to 5 
to give himſelf up totally to £ ( ſe "ws ad- 
vances to power. His prudence will call 


upon him to diſtruſt the ſmalleſt begin- 


nings, and preſerve him from the temp- 


tation of ſuperficial qualities. He will 


ſhew 
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ſhew a confirmed hatred to flattery ; and 


won't allow any thing, but truth and 


juſtice to influence his actions; and he 
will be perſuaded in his own mind, that 
if he does not preſerve a love of truth, 


and ſhew a particular regard to thoſe 


who are capable and honeſt enough to 
tell him, „he ſhalt ſooner or later be 
„delivered by divine juſtice, into the 


„ hands of a favourite, that ſhall make 
the people mourn, and eclipſe the glo- 


ry of the crown.” Of which you may 
9955 ſome faithful anecdotes out of our 


own and other Hiſtories. From 


Fou &c. 
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EC iberium variis artibut devenxit aded Seja- 
nus, ut obſcurum adverſum alios, 7 bi 
uni incautum, intectumqueè efficeret. 


Taerr. Annal. E Ne 


SATURDAY, June the 11th, 1762. 


To the MONITO R. 


SER, 


HE N you publiſhed ahi * 
racter of a Court Favourite, and 
exemplified the misfortune of a country, 

| where the government is commuted to- 
his direction, as Saxony, which has been 
ruined by the aſcendance of Count Brhul 
over his royal maſter; it was aſſerted 
then, and now it is repeated, that a Fa- 
vourite, as there depicted; ſuch a mi- 
niſter as Sejanus was in the court of Ti- 
berius, would be a moſt dangerous ſer- | 
13 ORE vant. 
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vant of the crown; both in regard to the 
prince and people. Of which we have 
but too many examples in all nations: 

And thoſe are found always to be moſt 
ruinous to the ſtate and public intereſt, 
where the deſpotiſm of a favourite mi- 
niſter has been acquired, and maintain- 
ed by a female partiality; making ufe of 
every art, and ſacrificing every virtue and 
eonnection to iatisfy the ambition of men, 
whoſe taſte for ſecret favours, raiſed their 
appetite to a defire of illicit power ; and 
to aſſume the management of affairs, for 
which they were not qualified. But tho' 

theſe are no more than examples to be 
avoided, and not applied by your carref- 
pondent ; yet they can never be too often 

exhibieed for public deteſtation, and for 
awful memorials to men entruſted with 
the protection of the liberty, ſafety and 
property of a nation. 

In order, therefore, to keep as clear of 
any invidious interruption as poſſible ; 
let us purſue chis ſubject with a repre- 
ſentation of the calamities and diſtreſſes, 
into which the French nation is brought 
by that abſolute aſcendant, which M a 
dam La Pompadour, their king” s mi- 
ſtreſs, has gained over his will. 775 

Hark then ! this miſtreſs, though ne- 
ver admitted into ) 'the cabmet, was not 


de void 


wes 
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devoid of a privy council; in which 
were always canvaſſed, and, in a great 


manner determined, the grand points of 


debate for the royal counſellors ; ſhe ha- 
ving previouſly learned them from her 
royal paramour, and fixed him in reſolu- 
tions conformable to the intereſt of her 
private cabal : And, indeed, where we 
find a favouritiſm chus ſupported, it is 
Þkely to prove the moſt dangerous of all. 

It is always founded upon narrow, con- 
tracted and ſelfiſn principles; and will 
oppoſe, or never venture upon, any vi- 
gorous meaſures for the public good, 
chat may endanger the favourite's Private = 
views and connections. Y 
Women have a way to approach and 
to manage princes, which a man=can ne- 
ver attain. There is a certain ſoftneſs in 
their addreſs, and a ſimplicity in their 


advice, being well timed, which gains | 


attention, and covers the iſſues of a de- 
ceitful and wicked heart. Afid theſe 
ſeldom fail of ſucceſs, when they have 
learned exactly to adapt the diſplay of 
their accompliſhments, in which the 
prince delights, to the call of the mo- 
ment. 

Thus La Pompadour, by amuſing 
Lewis XV. when he was dull (for kings 
Ave their hours of dulneſs as well as 


other 
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other men) gained an entire aſcendant 
over his will, not only in a perſonal and 
natural, but in a political and regal ſenſe. 
She not only prevailed with his Majeſty 
to ennoble herſelf; but laviſhly to be- 
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ſtow his favours upon low perſons, her 
relations, favourites and dependants. 
In which caſes 500 merit of what has 
been given is owing, not to the object 
but to the continuation of the gift; 
ſo that one gift became only the pledge 
and wire-draw of another; and the 
royal generoſity appeared like a river 
poured down a fink. 
Her art was ſo refined, that ſhe ob- 
tained every thing, without ſeeming 


to aſk any thing; and while ſhe drew 


from Lewis what ſums ſhe pleaſed, and 


and carried on an unbounded traffic in 
employs, poſts, jobs, and other bene- 


ficial emanations from the royal autho- 
rity, procured by her favour and in- 
fluence, for thoſe who gave her moſt 


money, ſhe boaſted of her diſintereſt- 


edneſs and love for the king: All 


O 


which he believed, though the voice of 
the public might have informed him 


better. But kings, above all men, are 
liable to this impoſition: ſo far, that 
one would think they were born to be 
the bubbles of every kind of. flattery, 

5 5 which 
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which always works more powerfully 
upon their underſtanding, when it is 
% more artfully offered up under the 
« name and PIE of love and af- 
« fection.” 
Her pride kept pace with her riches ; 
which is always the caſe of favourites rai- 
fed above their merit. She prevailed 
« with the king to make Collin (who, 
by his place, waited on her perſon at 
0 table) one of the comptrollers of the 
„royal and military order of St. Lewis.“ 
And had ſhe confined her promotions 
within the verge of her own hotel, ſhe 
might have been indulged with ſuch little 
3 diſtinctions, to reward ſuch of her fer- 
vants as recommended themſelves moſt to 
her favour by their obſequiouſneſs, œco- 
nomy and vigour; without being envied 
in the enjoyment of thoſe foibles by the 
Public. But, fatal to the wins Phe this 
female favourite began to conſider, that 
her own power about the king would in- 
creaſe in proportion to the numbers of 
dependants, {he might be able to pre- 
vail with him. to receive into his fervice, 
and to entruſt with the finances, govern- 
ment and ſtrength of his dominions. 
Poſſeſſed with this reſolution, and ſe- 
eure of the king's affection, Pompadour 
* about to 8 and to ruin every 
Fa - coun- 
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# counſellor and officer, that was not mean 
enough to pay homage at her levee ; and 
XZ to fill their places with minions of her 
own creation. From that moment the 
fate of Frarice was decreed; The nation, 
which bid faireft for the conqueſt of Eu- 
rope, began inſenſibly to droop. Her 
councils were no longer firm, reſolute 
and united. Her riches were conſumed 
buy timid, inactive, and unnatural mea- 
== fures. Her ſtrength was curbed, and 
rendered uſeleſs, under commanders 1n- 
adlequate to the ſervice; and in the midſt 
of a moſt dangerous and expenſive war, 
her monarch's chief attention ſeemed to 
be employed in diſtributing his favours 
to men, upon his miſtreſs's recommen- 
"—_— 8 
A moſt ſignal example of this may be 
found in the removal of Marſhal d'Eftrees 
from the command of the French army 
in Germany, and in full career of victo- 
ry, and its vaſt conſequences to his coun- 
try, to make way for Richlieu, who loſt 
all the ground the other had won. At 
court Monſ. d'Argenſon, principal fecre- 
tary of ſtate, and Monſ. de Mechault, 
keeper of the feals, fell alſo victims to 
her intrigues, envy and mgtice. The 
marine department ſuffered extremely by 
her influence in the promotion of com- 
| ä manders 


7 
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manders and inferior officers. And ſhe 
could not reſt till the treaſury was pla- 

ced in the hands of her moſt ſecret fa- 
„„ C 

However flaviſh the French are in their 

notions of ſubmiſſion to their ſovereign, | 
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they could not help being diſcontented 

* to ſee the great and ableſt miniſters of 

* ſtate, and commanders by ſea and land, i 
either degraded into a ſervile precari- 

* ous dependance on a woman, fo unac- 
_ ** countably lifted up, with no other me- 

« rit than having gained an entire aſcen- 
*© dant over the king, and who was con- 
cc 


ſtantly giving marks of her miſerable 

+ miſtaking the artifice by which ſhe go- 
_ © verncd the king, for a capacity of go- 

<<. verning the kingdom; or elſe ſhame- 
fully ſacrificed to her little paſſions of 
_ © vanity or revenge. Nor was it amongſt. 
_ © the leaſt of her reproaches, that prodi- 
gious venality of offices ſhe had intro- 

* duced wholly to her own emolument, 
and to the apparent ruin of the intereſt 
of her country ; which could not be 
well ſerved by men, who, having 
© bought their employs, thought of no- 
thing ſo much .but how to make the 
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_ © molt of their bargains. A country in 
this condition, may be ſaid to be put 
up to auction to the beſt bidder.” 


Should 
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knowledged the full extent of her em- 
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Should it be aſked, How an abſolute 
monarch could be. ſo infatuated, as to 
ield to ſuch ruinous meaſures? a little 
reflection will ſhew, that a man or a wo- 


man, who has diſcovered the art to. 
„ 


diſſipate time, and to ſtun all ſerious, 


thought, will ſo effectually repreſent . 
the buſineſs of the ſtate ſo burthen- 
ſome and inconſiſtent with the joys of 


the crown, as to make it almoſt a ſe- 


And when Pompadour had once gained 
this point, the ſtate was left in the 
hands of ſuch only, as ſhe had choſen, . 
or found ſubſervient to her will. The 

king thus ſurrounded with thoſe little 


pire, even not to dare to ſay any thing 


to him, which ſhe had not dictated to 


them: and thence it was that any 
truth, interfering with her private 


views, could rarely penetrate to the 


royal ear. 


9 This ſubverſion of all order and als: A 


nity threw a general langour into the 


adminiſtration of affairs. The ſubjects 
of the higheſt rank, merit and abili- 


ties, were either diver into corners, 
ſays the author of. Pompadour's life, 


* they voluntarily ſhrank from the in- 


ho Wy 
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* dignity of places, that could only be 

held on the ſcandalous terms of paying 
< court to a woman, conſtantly jealous 
„ of not having enough of that reſpect 
„ ſhewn her, to which, ſhe muſt be con- 
« ſcious of having ſo little title.“ -The 
conſequence of this muſt be the filling 
of places, thus vacant, with petty cha- 
raters ; (ſuch as the place of ſecretary 
of ſtate, with the Abbot de Bernis, with 
the decoration of a ribband) whoſe great- 


"+ thy 


eſt merit could only be the having none; 


as no merit could there exift, but what 
muſt be incompatible with a ſubmiſſion 
to her, or with ſubminiſtering to the will 
and meaſures of a woman, that viſibly 
ſacrificed, to her own private paſſions, 
the king, who was governed, and the 
kingdom that was diſhononred by her. 
The exaltation of de Bernis, who was 
naturally of a very amorous conſtitution, 
and ſeemed to have no other recommen- 
dation than his perſon, youth, and art to 
pleaſe. the fair ſex, provoked the nobility 
and gentry .beyond all moderation : fo 
that, when he was inveſted with the 
order of the Holy Ghoſt, in the cha- 
« pe] of Verſailles, there was, during 
the ceremony, a ſcroll of paper thrown 
« out of the gallery among the knights, 
« on wEich was wrote a French parody, 
SM ee 
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& on the hymn called Veni Creator, and 1 
4 is thus tranſlated, in the third volume — 
= © of M. Pompadour's hiſtory, p. 52. | 


THOU holy ſpirit, power divine, 
Do thou for France's glory deign 

On this new miniſter to ſhine, 
And lighten up his clouded brain. 


Of twelve unlearn'd thou heretofore 
Didſt raiſe up oracles to thee : 
Renew theſe miracles once more, 
By giving ſenſe to poor Bernis. 


His boſom with thy flames poſſeſs ; 
- On him the love of heaven pour : 
That he may kiſs the ladies leſs, 

And, leaſt of all- La Pompadour. 


Bernis, inveſted with the rank of a 
miniſter, and decked out with a blue rib- 
bon, could not, doubtleſs, but appear 
more agreeable in the eyes of his protec- 
treſs; and ſhe never eaſy, day and night, 
out of his company, looked upon his 
athletic conſtitution, and conſummate 
knowledge in the art of love, to be ſuch 
ſuperior talents, as made him extremely 
capable of unravelling the moſt knotty, 
and conducting the moſt arduous affairs 
of ſtate ; imagining, with great reaſon, 
that in the courſe of an adminiſtration, 
| | W.iich 
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48 The NORTH BRITON. 
which ſhe alone had put into his hands, 
he would certainly take no ſtep without 
firſt conſulting her. But poor Bernis, 
now exalted above his ſphere, exactly 
anſwered the deſcription which Mon- 
taigne has given of thoſe monkies, who 
having, with great nimbleneſs, climbed 
up to the top of a tree, the height they 
have reached ferve only the more to ſhew 
their naked backlides. _._ + : 
_ Thedaily promotions of this ſort could |. 
not fail giving great diſguſt to all the | 
principal nobility, and men of merit. I 
And when they ſaw the prince of Cont, | 
the darling of the ſoldiery, and the per- 
fect maſter of the art of war, laid aſide, 
to gratify her paſſions ; and the poſt of 
Maitre d'Hotel of the queen's houſhold, 
an office always reſerved for one of the 
very firſt diſtinction, ſold for a large ſum, ' 
to the grandſon of an inn-keeper of Nor- 
mandy, they could not forbear remon- 
ſtrating very warmly with his Majeſty on 
the occaſion ; but all to no purpoſe: 
For Pompadour having inſtilled ſtrong 
prejudices againſt their affection for him, 
Lewis heard their repreſentations, but toox 
no further notice of their grievances. | 
On which occaſion the author above 
quoted remarks: © A nation whole ' 
* ſtrength and glory had been fo long 
: Y - | ſup- 
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ſupported by its numerous nobility, 
might reaſonably expect to have ſeen 


them treated with a regard more ade- 


quate to their merit.---Has not France 


the greateſt reaſon to apprehend, that 


3 this nobility treated thus cavalierly, 
F< will ſoon become leſs zealous for the 


© reſentment, for the indignities they 
* muſt be their pangs, while ſacrificin 
regarded, leſs valued than a petty 


and governs us all: and that either 
the united cries of the whole nation 


reach not their monarch's ears, or that 


he is ſo inſenſible, as not to be at all 
affected by them! 


favourite ſeems to have got ſuch hold of 
e royal heart and will, that “ there is 
little room for conjecturing, that a 

WF king, thus managed, will ſoon ſnap his 
+ C9 
long continue her aſcendant; unleſs 
lome of thoſe very meaſures, ſhe ſtrains 
beyond all moderation to Keep it, 
ſhould haſten its deſtruction, and diſ- 
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. fſuffer, will get the better of their at- 
„ tachment to their king? How great 


fortune, children and life, in the ſer- 
vice of the ſtate, to ſee themſelves leſs 


X*< miſtreſs : to ſee that it is ſhe that rules 


In this proſpect of affairs the female 
leading ſtrings, or that ſhe will not 


Vol., III. „ ſolve 
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48 The NORTH BRITON. 
which ſhe alone had put into his hands, 


1 


he would certainly take no ſtep without 


firſt conſulting her. 
now exalted above his ſphere, exactly 
anſwered the deſcription which Mon- 
taigne has given of thoſe monkies, who 
having, with great nimbleneſs, chmbed 
up to the top of a tree, the height they 
have reached ſerve only the more to ſhew 
their naked backſides 
The daily promotions of this ſort could 


not fail giving great diſguſt to all the 


But poor Bernis, 


principal nobility, and men of merit. 


And when they ſaw the prince of Conti, 


the darling of the ſoldiery, and the per- 
fe& maſter of the art of war, laid aſide, 
to gratify her paſſions ; and the poſt of 


Maitre d'Hotel of the queen's houſhold, 


an office always reſerved for one of the 


very firſt diſtinction, ſold for a large ſum, ' 


to the grandſon of an inn-keeper of Nor- 


mandy, they could not forbear remon- z 


ſtrating very warmly with his Majeſty on 


the occaſion ; but all to no nurpoſe : 


For Pompadour having inſtilled ſtrong 
_ prejudices againſt their affection for him, 


& 


Lewis heard their repreſentations, but took 


no further notice of their grievances. 
On which occaſion the author above 


quoted remarks: A naticn whole ' 


* ſtrength and glory had been fo long 


ſup- | 
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ſupported by its numerous nobility, 


might reaſonably expect to have ſeen 
them treated with a regard more ade- 


quate to their merit.---Has not France 


the greateſt reaſon to apprehend, that 


this nobility treated thus cavalierly, 


will ſoon become leſs zealous for the 
glory of their country, and that their 
reſentment, for the indignities they 
ſuffer, will get the better of their at- 
tachment to their king ? How great 


muſt be their pangs, while ſacrificing 


fortune, children and life, in the ſer- 


vice of the ſtate, to ſee themſelves leſs 


regarded, leſs valued than a petty 
miſtreſs : to ſee that 1t 1s ſhe that rules 
and governs us all: and that either 
the united cries of the whole nation 
reach not their monarch's ears, or that 
he is ſo inſenfible, as not to be at all 
affected by them!“ 

In this proſpect of affairs the female 


ovourite ſeems to have got ſuch hold of 
ie royal heart and will, that “ there is 
W little room for conjecturing, that a 
King, thus managed, will ſoon ſnap his 


leading ſtrings, or that ſhe will not 


long continue her aſcendant; unleſs 
W tome of thoſe very meaſures, ſhe ſtrains _ 


beyond all moderation to keep it, 
ſhould haſten its deſtruction, and diſ- 
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< ſolve the enchantment; or, that the 


* unanimous clamour of his whole people 


* ſhould at length force open his eyes to 
the injury he 1s doing to them, and 
to his own dignity and power, in aban-- 


£ 


AR 


— 


* 


** doning himſelf to her miſguidance.“ 
Jam, till the next opportunity, 


| - Your s, &c, 
O.P 


N. B. T boſe « are two of the eight num- 
bers of the Monitor, for which ſeveral 
per ſons ere taken into cuſtody. The other 
numbers are, No. 358, 373, 375 375 
379, and 380. Vide Vol. L. 
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(Vide Vol. II.) 

The Ii 
No. 31. 

SaTurRDay, December 18, 1762. 


Tantum bellum, tam diuturnum, tam longe 
lateque diſperſum, quo bello omnes gentes 
ac nationes premebantur, Cn: Pompeius 
ex rema hiemeapparavit, meunte vere 


ſuſcepit, medid eſtate confecit. 


| Tory, 


H OUGH che preliminary articles 
Tt of the approaching peace have at 
length received the juſt applauſes of a 
loyal and grateful people in full parlia- 


ment; and though this important queſ- 


tion has been decided, not only by a large 


and honourable majority, but allo by the 
ſtrong evidence of truth, and an irreſiſt- 
able force of argument; yet I find, that 
the male-cantents, without doors. ſtill 
continue to ſcatter poiſon and ſedition 


throughout the kingdom. I do not know 
How ſafe | it will be 0 


cendiary writers to perſiſt, with contu- 


or the banditti of in- 


2 mac, 
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macy, to give the lye to the whole body 
of the Britiſh legiſlature ; but I am ſure 
they are guilty "of a flagrant outrage 


agalnſt the authority of government, and 
all the moſt ſacred bands of ſociety. If 


there is no juriſdiction to controul this 


unwarrantable licentiouſneſs, or if allow- 


ing that there does exiſt ſuch a legal coer- 
cive power, it is from the unexample le- 


nity of the adminiſtration, to lie dormant 
in the ſtatute-books, or the records of 
Parliament, inclgſum in tabulis, tanquam 
in vagind reconditum, the Auditor is at 


jeaſt determined not to ceſert the public 


poſt, in which he has ſtood for ſome time 
paſt ; but ſtill to perſevere in an unre- 
mitted oppoſition to malevolence and pre- 


judice. He will continue to throw all 
the lights in his power upon the ſolid 


value of the advantages procured for us 
by the late negotiation ; and he thinks 
he cannot better anſwer this laudable end 
at preſent, than by inſerting the follow- 


ing letter, exactly in che form which he 


received it. 


To 
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The NORTH BRITON. 53 
To the AUDITOR, 
SR, 


T a time when popular clamour is ſo 
loud, and prejudice ſo violent, 
chat the till ſmall voice of truth can 
ſcarcely be heard; it is ſome pleaſure to 
obſerve that all are not borne away by the 
ſtream, and that you, though almoſt 
ſingle, oppoſe yourſelf to its rage, and 
bravely attempt to ſtem the torrent, 

You have laboured, not unſucceſsful 
ly, to undeceive a miſguided people, to 
fave them from the ſtrong impreſſions of 
artful miſrepreſentation, and more daring 
falſnood. You alone have . refuſed 0 
condemn men for what they are to do 

to cenſure them for meaſures never taken, 
and araign them for counſels which they 
did not give. Thus nobly employ” d in 
the cauſe : of truth, juſtice and patriotiſm, 
nay, of humanity itſelf ; every little aſ- 
ſiſtance which any one's knowledge may 
enable him to give you, muſt, I am per- 
ſuaded, be acceptable to you. Let me 
then, Sir, contribute my mite, which, 
though thrown into a treaſury, yet is ſtill 
of ſome value. 
Great art and much falſhood have been 
employed to ſet every acquiſition, . made 


D 3 by. 
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by the preſent treaty of peace, in a con- 
temptible and diſadvantageous light. 
Countries whoſe value and importance 
were before univerſally acknowledged, 
became, the moment they were known 
to be ceded to us, of no value and im- 
portance. Great towns were diminiſhed 
to paltry villages; populous countries 


were reduced to uninhabited regions; 
and fertile and cultivated provinces, were 


converted into barren and naked deſarts. 
Such has been the fate of Canada; ſuch 


has been the fate of Florida. I ſhall con- 


ine myſelf to the latter of theſe : for this 
reaſon, I know the country. Had our 
political writers confined themſelves with- 
in the ſame bounds, and argued about 
nothing but what they knew, they would 
have wonderfully abridged their own la- 
bours, and have impoſed much leſs upon 
the patience and credulity of their rea- 

_ ders. . : | 
I have traverſed by far the greateſt part 
of this our new acquiſition ; and 1 do 
aſſure you and the public, that I never 
ſaw a finer country than Florida is for the 
moſt part. Neat and confortable houſes 
on the plantations ;. well built, though, I 
confeſs, ſmall towns, and. theſe in a well 
improved, and richly cultivated coun- 
try, are what conſtantly ſtrike the eye of 
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the traveller. What commercial advan- 


tages may be drawn from it, I leave 


abler pens to diſplay; I ſpeak only of the 


appearance of the country: And yet 


this leads me to mention one advantage 
I apprehend our Weſt Indian iſlands 
may reap from the poſſeſſion of that 


country, even in the commercial light. 


The only, at preſent, profitable tracts of 
Florida, are certain large bogs, or marſhy 
grounds, which produce an excellent kind 


of fuel ; being pretty much the ſame 


thing Which is called in England peet or 


turf: Of this there is by far a greater 


quantity than would ſerve the inhabitants 
for firing, were they ten times more nu- 


merous than they are. Now, Sir, it is . 
fact notoriouſly true, and of which I have 
been an eye witneſs, that all kind of fuel 


is extremely ſcarce in the Welt Indies; 


I do not mean for boiling the ſugars, for 
with that, the traſh of the ſuga cane 
ſufficiently ſupply them, but for domeſ- 
tic uſes: for the truth of this I appeal 
to every gentleman who has been in the 


Weſt Indies; ; indeed the ſcarcity is ſuch, 
that I can ſafely affirm, that not one of 
the lower kind. of the planters have a 
comfortable fire in their parlours or bed- 


chambers ; nay, even amongſt the better 


oft, I have ſeldom ſeen a good fire, 
ER though 


oo. 
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though at the ſevereſt ſeaſon of the year. 9 

In Jamaica, I am told, the caſe is 5 { 

wiſe; it may be ſo, I never was there, 

and I ſpeak only of what I know. But bl 

in Barbadoes, Antigua, St. Chriſtopher's 

and Montſerrat, I have been, and what 

1 I have ſaid, I affirm to be a fact in thoſe Þ 

| Iflands. Is it then a ſmall advantage to 

add, and that at a cheap rate, to the con- 

veniences and comforts of our fellow ſub- 

jects, fellow creatures, and fellow chri- 
ſtians? 

Let me add, and then I have done: 
that what I have ſaid of thoſe iſlands is 
true of Guadaloupe, that favourite child 

of a very indulgent, though, no doubt, 
very diſintereſted father, the author. of 
an Examination of the commercial prin- 

ciples, &c. Poſſibly he may have been 
in Guadaloupe ; let him contradict me if 
I afſert what is not true, and I will give 
him proof as fully convincing as a Cul- 
tom-houle entry. 


I am, Sir, your's, &c. 
1 A TO R. 
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It to the above teſtimony of my correſ- 
pondent, be added the full authority of 
all writers, who mention the territory of 
Florida,. we ſhall be convinced that the 

com- 
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complaint of our having gained only bar- 
ren and uncultivated land, like Bagſhot- 
Heath, cannot be ſupported with regard 
to this part of our acquiſitions. Florida . 
enjoys the ſame air with South Carolina, j 
and has a foil fit for the production of the 
ſame commodities, namely, rice, indigo, 4 
cotton, &c. articles of high importance 
to our commercial intereſts. It is well 
known that the ambition of France has 
aimed at an extention of empire in theſe 
regions; and it has long been her ſettled 
and favourite ſpeculation, that could ſhe 
poſſeſs herſelf of Florida, with Louiſiana 
at the back of the Britiſh ſettlements, and 
with Canada, ever meditating ſchemes of 
_ encroachment and hoſtility, not only the 
growth of our North-American planta- 
tions might be effectually ſuppreſſed, but 
even, in time, a total extirpation of the 
Engliſh might be accompliſhed. An au- 
thor * „well verſed in matters of this na- 
ture, after enforcing with his countrymen 
a moſt diligent attention to their colo- 
nies, obſerves, that if they ever loſe Ca- 
nada and the river St. Laurence, Louiſi- 
ana will be then to them like an appart- 
ment in the upper ſtory of the houſe, 
without permiſſion to enter at the door. 
On this account we find him recommen- 
ding, with great warmth, but indeed 
* L Ami des Hommes. 
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58 The NORTH BRITON. 
| with more decency than is obſerved by 


our Engliſh ſtateſmen out of place, the 


care and protection of Canada; which, 


he ſays, is rendered ſufficiently reſpecta- | 


ble by its furs, its timber, the fiſhery in 
the N of St. Laurence, and the Ary 


try trade; but excluſive of theſe conſi- 


derations, he holds it to be the intereſt of 
France never to depart from Canada and 
Cape Breton, as they are the means of 


preſerving a communication with Loui- 


fiana, which, hemmed in as it is from 
the Sea, will never otherwiſe be able 'to 
give diſturbance to the Britiſh ſettle- 
ments, or to be of any conſiderable emo- 
lument to the mother country. Canada 


and I. ouiſpourg once loſt, continues the 


French writer, the whole fiſnery upon 
the great bank, and in the gulph of St. 


Laurence, in time muſt follow it; for 
France, without ſettlers in that part of 


the world, will never be able to ſupport 
herſelf againſt the ambition of her rivals. 


This is the doctrine of the ableſt French 
writers upon commerce, as far as I 
have had an opportunity of conſulting 


them. They flatter themſelves that, gain- 


ing ground in the northern ſettlements, 


and alſo from the mouth of the Miſſiſip- 
pi, extending themſelves towards Geor- 


gia and Carolina, they ſhould ſome time 


or other diſpoſſeſs us of the whole Ame- 
rican empire. _ But 


r G F WV a « 


The NORTH BRITON. 59 
But theſe towering hopes of the enemy 


are now for ever blaſted, and the noblett 


enlargement of dominion with the fulleſt 
3 ſecurity is yielded to us by the prelimi- 
© nary articles. The attacks of the French 
and Spaniards upon Georgia and Caro- 
lina are ſtill freſh in the minds of men; 


and the many fruitleſs attempts we have 
made to reduce Fort Auguſtine, need not 


here be mentioned. The importance of 


that place was well underſtood by the 
commander who firſt projected a reduc- | 


tion of it, and happy 1s the miniſter who. 
has procured ſo important a ceſſion, by 
which Great Britain acquires entire do- 
minion in the gulph of Florida. As it 


has been the ungenerous practice of al- 


moſt all our late political writers to dero- 
gate from every thing obtained for us, I 


ſhall not wonder if the command of thoſe 
ſeas ſhould be repreſented in the moſt. 


deſpicable light. But the adverſaries of 


truth ſhould remember, that though they 
ſhould loſe their reaſon, they cannot ex- 


tort from us the uſe of our own facul- 
ties; they cannot make us forget that the 
Spaniſh fleets, in their return to Europe, 
all paſs this way; and it muſt ſtrike us, 
that, in time of war, Auguſtine may be 
another Havannah to Great Britain, and, 
in time of peace, may prove a * uſe- 


ful factory. 
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It has been lamented, by many writers 
upon commerce, that the Bahama iſlands 


have been too much neglected. Perhaps 


their vicinity to Florida was the cauſe of 


it; but that vicinity may now encou- 


rage ſettlers to plant and cultivate thoſe 


iſlands, which may prove an addition to 
our ſugar land, if it be true that any ad- 


dition is wanting. One of thoſe iſlands 


(I think it is called Providence) was 
ſome time ſince purchaſed by the crown, 

and fortified, in order to make it a ſta- 

tion for cruiſers 3 in thoſe ſeas; and it was 


a place of refuge for the ſettlers in the 
adjacent iſlands, whenever an enemy ap- 
proached them. In this ſtate of inſecu- 
rity, it is no wonder that the Bahamas 


have not as yet made a figure in the 
commercial world; but, under the au- 


ſpices of a king, who, while he was pro- 
_ curing glory and ſecurity to his domi- 


nions, directed his royal cares, and the 


wiſdom of his councils, to open new 


veins of trade and wealth to excite the 


induſtry of his people, there can be no 


manner of doubt but, in proceſs of time, 


the places, we have been ſpeaking of, 


will add to the revenue, and ſtand fro 5 


quently recorded in our Cuſtom-houſe en- 
trans. ©; 


(Vide 
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Side Vol. I.) 

The A UD IT OR. 

No. 19. 


Tuunspav, September 30, 2762. 


— HERE may be a great many 
5 other articles added, eſpecial- 


- ly. Colonel Cataline and his gang re- 
pair to Stowe, in order to frame the ac⸗- 
cuſation. When the bill of impeach- 
ment is ſettled, I think it ſhould not be 
tried by the Lords, but rather be mo- 
ved by Certiorari, before Sir James 
Hodges, Mr. Beardmore, the Dutch 
contractors, and ſtock-jobbers, &c. Nor 


would I have Colonel Cataline be a ma- 


nager of the proſecution, but rather turn 
evidence; for which the reader will think 


him well qualified, when he has read the 


following ſhort ſtory, which he may de- 


pend is authentic. 


A young gentleman, of twelve years 
old, who is placed for education at Win- 
cheſter college, and is ſon to the noble 


Lord in e, Deng. the other day 
in 
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62 The NORTH BRITON. 
in a bookſeller's ſhop at Wincheſter, Co- 
lonel Cataline entered the place, and moſt 


liberally and manfully acc ſted the youth 


in theſe words: © Youns-gentleman, 
<« your father will have his head cut off--- 
« Sir !----He will loſe is head in leſs 
« than fix months.----For what, Sir! I 
<« never heard that he has done any thing 
« amiſs: he has h great many friends; 


ce ther's great puppy dog,---- but depend 


upon it, your Father will loſe his 
& head, or the mob ſhall tear him to- 


cc piece.” The youth upon this burſt into 


tears with indignation ; and turning 
ſhort, as he ruſhed out of the ſnop, You 
« are a ſquinting ſcoundrel (ſays he) 


for offering to talk to me in this man- 
<« ner.“ I have related this ſtory, in 
order to ſhew of what a truly heroic, 


manly, and liberal mind Colonel Cataline 


is poſſeſſed, and how fit he is to ſwear 
what the noble Lord will do, ſhould the 
trial come on. 5 

| ö 


Mr. Auprrox, 
Your' 85 . 


(Vide 


and — and 
« * * . and the Right Honourable 
cc George EC. Ay | He is your Fa- 
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The NORT II BRITON. 
(ice Vol. II.) 


The AUDITO R. 
No. 38. 


Turspar, . 1763. 


— 17 AH E Gorg6nean maſque (which 


1s the third lot) is wholly 


engroſſed by Colonel Cataline. I know 

ſome people are of opinion, that he does 
not ſtand in need of any ſuch aſſiſtance, 
and that he is ſufficiently endowed by na- 


cure; but I never can think that face his 
own. The Fadi oculi, that vile caſt of 


the eye, and that entire phiſiognomy, can 


never be natural. Beſides, mere human 


impudence would be feeble, without a 


Gorgonean incruſtation, and ſhrink back 


from the indignant eye of mankind. Af- 
ter being kicked and buffeted by a Ba- 
ronet in the North, 1s it poſſible that he 


ſhould now dare to talk of men bravely 


ſincere and ſincerely brave, while the un- 
attoned marks of infamy are ſtill glowing 
and tingling on his ſhoulders, if he were | 


not * in more than tenfold braſs ? 
Could 
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64 The NORTH BRITON. 
Could a bare face endure the obſervant 
looks of that very aſſembly, to which he 


reſorts for no other purpoſe, but to mark 


out one of them for his ſcurrility on the 
Saturday following ? But of the Colonel 
I ſhall ſay no more at preſent, being de- 


termined to devote an entire paper to ſo 


extraordinary a character.. 
N. B. This was the E number of 


. Avviror. 


Vide Vol. 1.) 


The Judgment and Decree PP the Uni- 
verſity of Oxrox p, paſſed in the Con- 

| vocation July 21, 1683, againſt cer- 
| tain pernicious books, and damnable 
doctrines, deſtructive to the ſacred per- 
ſons of Princes, their States and Go- 
| vernment, and of all human Society. 


Lthough the barbarous aſſaſſina- 
tion lately enterprized againſt 
<« the perſon of his ſacred Majeſty and 
his royal brother, engage all our 
thoughts to reflect with the utmoſt de- 
e teſtation and abhorrence on that exe- 
« crable villainy, hateful to God and 
man, and pay our due acknowledg- 
ments to the divine providence, * 

| | cc y 
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The NORTH BRITON. 6; 
by extraordinary methods brought it 
to paſs, that the breath of our noſtrils, 


the anointed of the Lord; is not taken 
in the pit which was prepared for 


him; and that, under his ſhadow, we 
continue to live, and enjoy the bleſ- 
ſings of his government; yet notwith+ _ 
ſtanding, we e find it to be a neceſſary 


duty at "this time to ſearch } into, and lay 


open thoſe impious doctrines, which 
having of late been ſtudiouſly diſſemi- 
nated, gave riſe and growth to theſe 


nefarious attempts; and paſs upon 


them our ſolemn public cenſure, and 
_ decree of condemnation. 

„Therefore, to the honour of the ho- 
ly and undivided Trinity, the preſer- 


vation of catholic truth in the Church, 
and that the King's Majeſty may be ſe: 


cured both from the attempts of open 


bloody enemies, and machinations of 
treacherous heretics and ſchiſmatics: 


We, the Vice - Chancellor, Doctor, 


Proctors and Maſters, Regent and 


Non-regent, met in convocation, in 


the accuſtomed manner, time, and 


place, on Saturday the one and twen- 
tieth day of July, in the year 1683, 
concerning certain propoſitions con- 


tained in divers books and writings, 
publiſhed in the Engliſh, and alſo the 


ws Latin 
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1 King has but a 
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Latin tongues, repugnant to the holy 
ſcriptures, decrees of councils, wri- 


tings of the fathers, the faith and pro- 
feſſion of the 
alſo deſtructive of the kingly govern- 
ment, and ſafety of his Majeſty's per- 
ſon, the public peace, the law of na- 


ture, and bonds of human ſociety; by 


our unanimous aſſent and conſent, have 
decreed, and determined in manner and 
form following : 


«I. All civil authority is derived ori- 
ginally from the people. 


II. There is a mutual compact, ta- 


cit or expreſs, between a prince and 
his ſubjects ; and that if he 


not his duty, ey are diſcharged from 
theirs. 


%. That if lawful governors be- 


come tyrants, or govern otherwiſe than 
by the laws of God and man they 


ought to do, they forfeit the right they 
had unto their government. 


Lex rex. 
Buchan. de jure regni. 


tra tyrannos. Bellarum. de conſillis, 


de pontifice. Milton. Goodwin. Baxt. : 


HO: 
„IV. The ſovereignty of England is 


and Commons. 
12 5 12 CC CQ- 


primitive church, and 


perform 


Vindiciæ con- 


Lords, 
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The NORTH BRITON. 67 


_ co-ordinate. power, and may be over- 


ruled by the other two. Lex rex. 
Hunton. Of a limited and mixed mo- 


narchy. Baxter's H. C. Polit. Cate- 
chiſ. 


V. Birth- right and proximity of 


blood give no title to rule or govern- 
ment; and it is lawful to preclude the 
next heir from his right and ſucceſ- 
ſion to the crown. Lex rex. Hunt's 
poſtſcripr. Doleman's hiſtory of ſuc- 
ceſſion. Julian the apoſtate. Mene 


Tekel. 
« VI. It is awful for ſubjects, with- 


out the conſent, and againſt the com- 
mand of the ſupreme magiſtrate, to 
enter into leagues, covenants and ai- 


* ſociations, for defence of themſelves 
and their religion. Solemn league and 


covenant. Late aſſociation, 


VII. Self-preſervation is the funda- 
mental law of nature, and ſuperſedes 


the obligation of all others, whenſo- 
ever they ſtand in competition with it. 
Hobbes, de cive; Leviathan. 

NI. The doctrine of the goſpel, 


concerning patient ſuffering of injuries, 
is not inconſiſtent with violent reſiſt. 
ing of the higher powers, in caſe of 


perſecution for religion. Lex rex. 
Toba the apoſtate. ae relat. 
IX. 
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The NORTH BRITON. 


« TX. There lies no obligation upon 
Chriſtians to paſlive obedience, when 
the prince commands any thing againſt 


the laws of our country; and the pri- 


mitive Chriſtians choſe rather to die 
than reſiſt, becauſe chriſtianity was 


not ſettled by the laws of the 1 


Julian the apoſtate. 

X. Poſſeſſion and ſtrength give a 
right to govern z and ſucceſs in a 
cauſe or enterprize, proclaims it to be 
lawful and juſt : To purſue it, is to 
comply with the will of God, becauſe 


it is to follow the. conduct of his pro- 
vidence. 
before the Regicides, Jan. 31, 1648. 
Jenkins's s petition, Oct. 165 1. 

« XI. In the ſtate of nature there is 


Hobbes. Owen's ſermon 


Baxter. 


no difference between good and evil, 
right and wrong : the ſtate of nature 
1s a ſtate of war, in which every man 
hath a right to all things. 

XII. The foundation of civil autho- 
ity is this natural right, which is not 
given but left to the ſupreme magiſtrate, 
upon mens entering into ſocieties: 
And not only a foreign invader, but 
a domeſtic rebel, put himſelf again 


into a ſtate of nature, to be proceeded 


againſt, not as a ſubject, but an ene- 
my; and conſequently acquires by his 


«6 rebel- 
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| e rebellion the ſame right over the life of 


his prince, as the prince for the moſt 
heinous crimes has over the life of his 
own ſubjects, 


« X11. Every man, after his enter- 


ing into a ſociety, retains a right of 


defending himſelf againſt force; and 
cannot transfer that Tight to the com- 


monwealth, when he conſents to that 
union whereby a commonwealth is 


made: And in caſe a great many men 


together have already reſiſted the com- 


monwealth, for which every one of 
them expected death, they have liberty 
then to join together to aſſiſt and de- 


fend one another: Their bearing of 


arms ſubſequent to the firſt breach of 


their duty, though it be to maintain 


what they have done, is no new un- 


juſt act; and if it be only to defend 
their perſons, it is not unjuſt at all. 


* XIV. An oath ſuperadds no obliga- 


tion to pacts, and a pact obliges no 
further than it is credited, and conſe- 


quently if a prince gives any indication, 


that he does not believe the promiſes 
of fealty and allegiance made by any of 
his ſubjects, they are thereby freed 
from their ſubjection; and notwith- 
ſtanding their pacts and oaths, ma 

* lawfully rebe] againſt, and oy 
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their ſovereign. Hobbes de civ. levia- 


than. 


XV. If a people, that by oath and 
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duty are obliged to a ſovereign, ſhall 
ſinfully diſpoſſeſs him, and; contrary 
to their covenants, chuſe and covenant 
with another; they may be obliged by 


their latter covenants, dn 


their former. Baxter's H. C- 

«© XVI. All oaths are unlawful, and 
contrary to the word of God. Que- 
|, 

« XVII. An oath obligeth not in the 
ſenſe of the impoſers, but the takers. 
Sheriff's caſe. 


. III. Dominion is founded in 


grace. 
XIX. The powers of this ad are 
uſurpations upon the prerogative of 
Jeſus Chrift ; and it is the duty of 
God's people to deſtroy them, in or- 
der to the ſetting Chriſt upon his 


throne. Fifth monarchy men. 


7 XX. The Preſbyterian government 


is the ſceptre of Chriſt's kingdom, to 
which Kings as well as others are 
bound to ſubmit, and the King's ſu- 
premacy in eccleſiaſtical affairs, afſer- 


ted by the Church of England, 15 
injurious to Chriit, the ſole king and 


head of the church. Altare Damal- 


„ cenum. 
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The NORTH BRITON. 71 
cenum. Apologet. relat. hiſt. of in- 


dulgencies. Cartwright. Travers. 
« XXL. It is not lawful for ſuperiors 


to impoſe any thing in the worſhip of 


God that 1s not antecedently e 
« XXII. The duty of not offending a 


weak brother, is inconſiſtent with all 


(e 


human authority of making laws con- 


cerning indifferent things. Proteſtant 


reconciler. 


. Wicked Kings and tyrants 
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cc 


ought to be put to death; and if the 


judges and inferior magiſtrates will 


not do their office, the power of the 


iword devolves to the people: If the 


major part of the people refuſe to exer- 
ciſe this power, then the miniſters may 


which it is lawful for any of his ſub- 
jects to kill him, as the people did 


Jeſuits. 


ſcripture canon, the people of God, 


in all ages, are to expect new revela- 
tions for a rule of their actions; and it 
is lawful for a private man, having an 


1nward motion from God, to kill 2 


tyrant. Quakers, and other enthu- 
ſiaſts. Goodman. 


Athaliah; and Jehu, Jeſabel. Bu- 
chan. Knot, Goodman. Gilby. 


NIV. After the Galina of the 


XXV. 
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72 The NORTH BRITON. | 

XXV. The example of Phineas, is 
to us inſtead of a command : For what 
God hath commanded or approved in 
one age, mult needs oblige in all, 


Goodman. Knox. Napthali. 
«© XXVI. King Charles I. was law- 


fully put to death; and his murderer's 
were the bleſſed inſtruments of God's 
glory in their generations. Milton. 


Goodwin. Owen. 
XXVII. King Charles the firſt made 


war upon his parliament: And in ſuch 
a caſe, the King may not only be re- 
ſiſted, but he ceaſeth to be King: 


Banter, 


% We decree, judge, and declare, all 


and every of theſe propoſitions to be 


falſe, ſeditious, and impious; and moſt 
of them to be alſo heretical and blal- 
phemous; infamous to the chriſtian 


religion, and deſtructive of all govern- 


ment in church and ſtate. 
« We further decree, that the books 


which contain the aforeſaid propoſi- 


tions, and impious doctrines, are fitted 


©:40 deprave g good manners, corrupt the 
minds of uncaly men, ſtir up ſeditions 
and tumults, overthrow ſtates and 


kingdoms, and lead to rebellion, mur- 


der of princes, and atheiſm itſelf. 


And therefore we interdict all members 


0 
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of the univerſity from the reading of 
the ſaid books, under the penalties in 


the ſtatutes expreſſed. We alſo order 
the before recited books to be pub- 


lickly burnt by the hand of our mar- 


ſhal, in the court of our ſchools. 
« Likewiſe we order, that in perpe- 


tual memory hereof, theſe our decrees 


ſhall be entered into the regiſtry of our 


convocation ; and that copies of them 


being communicated to the ſeveral 


colleges and halls within this univer- 
fity, they be there publickly affixed 
in the libraries, refectories, or other 


fit places where they may be ſeen and 
read of all. 
« Laſtly, We command, 1 ſtrictly 


enjoin all and ſingular the readers, 


< tutors, catechiſts, and others, to whom 


the care and truſt of initiating youth is 


committed, that they diligently inſtruct . 


and ground their ſcholars in that moſt 


neceſſary doctrine, which, in a man- 
ner, is the badge and character of the 
church of England, of ſubmitting to 


every ordinance of man, for the Lord's 


' fake; whether it be to the King as 


ſupreme ; or unto governors, as unto 


them that are ſent by him, for the 


puniſhment of evil doers, and for'the 


praiſe of them that do well, Teach- 
r E ä ing 
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6b 


ing that this ſubmiſſion and obedience 
is to be clear, ablolute, and without 
any exceprion of any ſtate or order of 
men: Alſo, that they, according to 
the apoſtle's precept, exhort, that firſt- 
of all, ſupplications, prayers, inter- 


ceſſions, and giving of thanks, be 
made for all men; for the King, and 
all that are in authority, and that we 


may lead a quiet and a peaceable life, 
in all godlineſs and honeſty, for this is 
good "and acceptable in the ſight of 
God our Saviour, And in ſpecial man- 
ner, that they preſs and oblige them, 


humbly to offer their moſt ardent and 


daily prayers at the throne of grace, 
tor the preſervation of our Sovereign 
Lord King Charles, from the attempts 


of open violence, and ſecret machina- 


tions of perfidious traitors ; that the 


« defender of the faith, being ſafe un- 


der the defence of the Moſt High, 


may continue his reign on earth, till 


he exchange it for that of a late and 
happy 3 | 
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The humble Addreſs and Recognition of 


the Univerſity of Oxroxp, preſented 
to his Sacred Majeſty, 


JAMES I. 


5 King of | England, Scotland, France and : 
Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. 


According to an Act of Convocation, 
bearing date Feb. 21, in the Year 
1685. | 


Oxronp: Printed at the Theatre, 168 f. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty. 


and loyal ſubjects, your Univer- 
ſity of Oxford, do here proſtrate our- 
ſelves at your royal feet, to preſent, with 


all humility, this public teſtimony of our 
unfeigned ſorrow for the demiſe of our 
late dread ſovereign, of bleſſed memo- 
ry; and withal, from the bottom of our 
hearts, to adore and magnify the provi- 


dence of our good God, oy whom kings 
reign, who, out of his unſpeakable mer- 
cy to this church and ſtate, has preſerved 
your ſacred Majefty in the government of 
theſe kingdoms. e 


E, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful 
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And as we can never ſwerve from the 
principles of our conſtitution in this place, 


and our religion by law eſtabliſhed in 
the church of England; which indiſpen- 
ſably bind us to bear all faith and true 
obedience to our ſovereign without any 
reſtrictions or limitations; ſo we cannot 
but moſt thankfully acknowledge that 


Further obligation your Majeſty has laid 
upon us by your royal aſſurance to de- 


fend that religion, which, to the joy of 


all our hearts, you have vouchſafed to 
give us in your late molt gracious decla- 


ration. 
Wherefore, out of a deep and hearty 


_ ſenſe of our bounden duty, as allo of your 

Majeſty's moſt. princely grace, and ten- 
derneſs to your people; we preſume to 
aſſure your Majeſty, that no conſideration 


whatſoever, ſhall be able to ſhake that 


ſteadfaſt loyalty and allegiance which, in 


the days of your bleſſed father, that glo- 
rious martyr, and in the late times of diſ- 


ctimination, ſtood here firm and unalter- 
able to your royal brother and yourſelf, 
under the ſharpeſt trials: and that we 
ſhall conſtantly (by God's aſſiſtance) with 
cur outmoſt zeal and fidelity, improve all 


thoſe advantages wherewith God and 
your Majeſty have entruſted us in this 
ancient nurſery of learning to promote 

the 
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the quiet, happineſs, and ſecurity of your 
Majeſty's reign over us. 


And finally, we ſhall never fail to be 
earneſt ſolicitors at the throne of grace, 


that it would pleaſe Almighty God, who, 
of his infinite goodneſs, hath ſettled you 
in peace upon the throne of your royal 


anceſtors, to be henceforth and for ever 
the defence and ſhield of his anointed, to 


protect your | perſon, and proleng your 
days : and when you ſhall have finiſhed 
your courſe upon earth in peace and ho- 


nour, to tranſlate you from one crown to 


© another, to a never failing crown of glo · 
ry in his everlaſting kingdom. 


- (Vide Vol. II.) 


Extrat from an AFFIDAVIT, 
examined by the Office copy. 


| A ND this deponent Peregrine Cuſt 
for himſelf ſaith that he hath 
particularly attended to and conſidered 


the following paragrapli or parts of the 


ſaid annexed paper, A, called The North 
& Briton beginning at the 28th line of the 
third page thereof (folio 249) and from 
thence to the word Friends, in the fourth 
line of the following page fo. 250, 
and which is or are expreſſed in the words 
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and figures or to the effect following 
that is ſay © Let us now conſider ano- 
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ther ſtriking inſtance of the total diſ- 


regard of ceconomy : I mean the pre- 


ſent loan of 3,500,0001. The terms 


of the new ſubſcription have been ſo 


injurious to the public but fo benefi- 


cial to the ſubſcribers, that is, to the 


creatures of the miniſter that there 


was immediately an advance of ſeven 
per cent and in a very few days of 


above eleven per cent : I ſhall, how- 


ever, only ſtate it at the even round 


ſum of Ten per cent that I may not 


puzzle the chancellor of the Exche- 


quer The whole loan amounted 
to 3,500,0001 ; conſequently in the 
period of a very few days the miniſter 


«c 


gave among his creatures and the tools 


«© of his power 350,000], which was 
_ levied on the public: the moſt. eror- 


mous ſum ever divided in ſo ſhort a 
time among any ſet of men. A few of 


their names I will mention to ſhew in 


what eſtimation they are held by the 


public Meſſieurs Touchet Glover Cuſt 
(brother to the able and impartial 


ſpeaker) Amyand Magens Salvador 


Colebrooke Thornton and Muilman 
had each 200,000 l, of the new ſub- 


ſcription, and of courſe almoſt imme- 


« dately 
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« diately cleared 20,0001, each which 


KK they have or have not ſhared among 


« their friends” And this deponent fur- 


ther ſaith that he hath alſo read over and 


conſidered the ſimilar paragraphs or parts 


of the ſaid reprinted copy of the ſaid pa- 


per called the North Briton as the fame 
appeared to be expreſſed in the ſaid re- 


printed copy of the ſame in the ſaid an- 


nexed book called the Political Contro- 
verſy as the ſame are therein ſet forth be- 
ginning at the twelfth line of the page 
or folio in the ſaid book marked 377 at 
the like words Let us now conſider” 
and ending at the word“ friends“ in the 
ſixth line of the page following or folio 
marked 378 of the ſame book And this 
deponent ſaith that he doth apprehend 
and think himſelf prejudiced and injured 
in his character and credit in his buſineſs 


as a merchant of the city of London by 
the aſperſions and inſinuations reſpective- 


ly contained in the ſaid ſeveral parts or 


Paragraphs beforementioned and ſpeci- 


fied of the ſaid paper called the North 


Briton and the reprinted copy thereof in 
the ſaid book called the Political Contro- 


verſy fo far as the ſame do reſpectively 


mention, and relate to the perſon in the 


ſaid paper and reprinted copy reſpectively 
mentioned by the name of Cult and that 


24 1 3 
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the ſaid papers reſpectively do contain in 


the opinion and belief of this deponent 
very groſs defamatory and malevolent as 
well as falſe and unjuſt inſinuations and 
aſperſions on the honour character and 
reputation of this deponent and this de. 
ponent ſaith he 1s the more fully convin- 


ced that this deponent was and 1s the 
perſon meant and intended by the name 


of Cuſt inſerted in the ſaid ſeveral papers 


before mentioned called the North Bri- 


ton and the ſaid reprinted copy thereof 
for that in or about the months of Au- 
ouſt and September laſt it being general- 


6 iy underſtood that a loan of money would 


be wanted for the ſervice of the public 


and ſupport of his Majeſty's goyernment 
in the ſucceeding: year 1763 and it being 


then uncertain what ſum would be wint- 
ing (on account of the uncertainty at that 
time whether the war would continue or 


not) and it being alſo apprehended that 


a much larger loan would be wanted by 


the government than afterwards was 
found neceſſary and it being ſuppoſed 
that eight millions at leaſt would be 
wanted for the ſaid ſervice and this depo- 


nent being deſirous of contributing ſo far 
as he could to the ſervice of the public 


by procuring among his friends and, ac- 
N part of the money which 


5 might | 
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might be wanted for the ſaid loan for the 
ſervice of the government whether there 
ſhould be a continuation of the war or 
not this deponent therefore declared to 
and gave out among his acquaintance 
that he intended to offer a liſt of ſub- 
ſcriptions to the lords commiſſioners of 
his Majeſty's Treaſury on account of the 


ſaid loan to the amount of one million or 
thereabouts and thereupon this deponent 


received from many perſons as well thoſe 
of his acquaintance as many others, who 
this deponent knew only by reputation and 


character as reſponſible perſons letters of- 


fering the ſums which they were reſpec- 
tively willing to ſubſcribe and which they 
defired to be included in this deponent's 
lit and this deponent did accordingly 
inſert in his ſaid liſt indiſcriminately the 
names of all the perſons who ſo deſired to 


become ſubſcribers in this deponent' 8 ſaid. 
liſt (they being all perſons who in this 


deponent's judgment were able and re- 
ſponſible perſons) and the reſpective ſums 
which they ſeverally defired to have inſer- 


ted and were deſirous of lubſcribing were 


accordingly inſerted in their reſpective 


names in the ſaid liſt and no perſon who 


deſired to have any part of the ſaid ſub- 

ſcription was omitted or left out of this 

Geponent's s ſaid liſt in regard this depo- 
E. 1 nent 
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nent looked on the ſaid loan 11 the nature 
of a public ſubſcription and as what was 
likely to be a real ſervice and benefit to 
the public and this deponent faith that in 
or about the month of January laſt and 
long before the terms of the ſaid loan 
were known and before it could be poſ- 
fibly known whether the terms thereof 
would prove advantageous to the ſub- 
ſcribers or not this deponent delivered in 


his {aid liſt for the conſideration of the 


lords commiſſioners of the treaſury and 


- 


ſand pounds or thereabouts were inclu- 
ded the names of all and every perſon 
who had wrote to this deponent deſirin 

to be included in this deponent's liſt with 
the ſums by them deſired to be ſubſcri- 
bed whether they were of this deponent's 
ac quaintance or ſtrangers (as many of 


them in fact were to this deponent, ex- 


cept by character as to their ge 17, in 
order to their being eventually admitted 
as ſharers of the ſald loan And this de- 
| 8 ſaith that above four-fafths of the 


of two hundred thouſand pounds be- 


ing the ſum allowed to this deponent on- 
account of the ſaid liſt ſo delivered in and 

offered to be ſubſcribed by this deponent 
as aforeſaid was divided among the ſeve- 


ral 


that in the ſaid liſt ſo delivered in amoun- 
ting to one million and twenty-four thou- 
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ral perſons who had made ſuch applica- 


tions to this deponent as aforeſaid and in 


which this deponent had no intereſt, or 


mare or profit whatſoever and that there 


was not any one perſon who had wrote to 


this deponent to be in this deponent's liſt 


who had leſs than one fifth of the ſum 
which he ſo wrote for except only one 
perſon who had wrote to ſubſcribe twelve 
thouſand pounds and had two thouſand 
pounds only of the loan to make it an 


even ſum and this deponent ſaith that ; 
the aſſertions contained in the ſaid two 
printed papers herein before-mentioned 


and deſcribed that is to ſay in the ſaid 
paper called the North Briton that a ſum 


of three hundred. and fifty thouſand 


pounds and in the faid book. called the 
Political Controverſy that the ſum of fif- 
ty thouſand pounds was given in ſuch 


manner as in the ſaid papers mentioned 
which was levied upon the public, is ac-“ 


cording to this deponent's judgment and 


beſt of his belief a falſ and unjuſt miſre- 


preſentation inaſmuch as it was in this 
deponent's opinion and judgment uncer- 


tain at the time of this deponent's delj- 
vering in his ſaid liſt as aforeſaid whe- 
ther the agreement for the public loan 
would or would not be attended with be- 


nefit to the ſubſeribers and there was not 
in 
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in this deponent's s judgment any probabi- 1 


lity that the ſubſcribers to the ſame would 
derive any large conſiderable or unrea- 


ſonable benefit Nom it nor was the agree- 


ment itſelf in this deponent's opinion un- 


fair or inequitable or Wd to the 
riſk run. 


A FRAGMENT, 


Which, it is ſaid, was found in the pocket 
of one of the printers, who were ap- 
prehended by the King's Meſſengers, 


ſuppoſed to have been intended for 


No. 46. of 


The NORTH BRITON, 


To be publiſhed on the following Satur- 


day, April 30, 1763. 


Was it not enough that ye mocked men, but 


muſt ye mock the Lord alſo? BiBLE. 


„* 


TT is 2 very 1 conſideration, 
which muſt fill every ſerious mind 


with the deepeſt concern and horror, that 
RxLIOIOx is now made a political ſtate- 
engine, to ſerve the vileſt and moſt in- 
famous P3rpoies of an abandoned * 
er, 


„ 


K rl as Fr ee A SS 


on « A a nts ou | { 
a * 1 by R a. 9 FI 2 of SIE * * * 8 a = ® = — ns 2s U 4 A N 
* F — * nn * A ö R IIa ag nee > YEE > 38 "8 3 4 Ea 
* 4 SEO a. * CH 8 N ” ne > TER * n 3 2 EPL Gre . S. eee 925 8 n * 8 7 5 * * 8 r n 
1 * NC A ad Fae bo aaa ent Nrn. n NR £ Ox ett $040 E err e. | l J CE at EEE 
- id N * 8 Fe 5 * 2 bo 88 Ex „ * 8 2 N R's! " + x 2 O'S bs S 8 2 5 S8 
t J WWW „„ ! ))) dy 2) SHE eg To obo 0 22 Ie EE IN M237 F 
o OO R 2 b r e eee 2 r r . EEE EIS ASS RNS 2 2 wrt 2 5 
N 508 5 « CO 5 POLO 7 Ns 3 2 VVV 3 8 5 8 Guts Þ * n * r 
pt = BY SIC As > > - . 4 F N " * * , 
e = 


. 


The NORTH BRITON. 33 


ſter, or of a wicked and corrupt admini- 
ſtration, Not only every good man muſt 
be ſhocked to ſee what 1s 1n 1ts nature 


ſacred, thus proſtituted to the ſhameful 


ends of faction and party, but every 


decent man muſt be alarmed at ſo public 


a contempt and violation of that reſpect 


which is generally paid, even by the 
profligate and abandoned, to the ſenti- 


ments of the ſober and thinking part of 
the community. The religious man will 


go a ſtep further: he will conſider a 
proceeding of this kind, as an impious 


mockery of heaven, and ſhudder at the 


dread of the fatal conſequences he mult 
apprehend from it. 


I am led into theſe reflections by the 


Form of Prayer and Thankſgiving to 
Almighty God, for putting an end to the 


late 1 4 and expenſive war, by the 


concluſion of a juſt and honourable 


Pzacz. I look upon this to be a moſt 


daring inſult on the common ſenſe of 
mankind, and not only an outrage to the 
public, but a ſolemn mockery of the 


Divine Being. Are we by a inter 
mandate, to thank God that the Scot bas 
ſacrificed our moſt important conqueſts to 


the inveterate enemies of our religion and 


liberties? Is the Engliſh nation to ac- 
knowledge the goodneſs of the Almighty, 
becauſe, according to the regular dilpen- 

{ations 
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ſations of his providence, he has onh 
ſuffered a wicked and incapable miniſter 
to conclude a Peace, ſo inadequate to the 


great ſucceſs with which the Divine Being 
crown'd our juſt cauſe, ſo inglorious to 
the nation, fo treacherous to our allies ? 


a Peace too for which all Europe expects 


to ſee him callꝰd to a very ſevere account? 
Should we not rather conclude, that the 


tate Peace was given us by God in his 
wrath ; and ought we not in conſequence 
to kambie ourſelves before him, and to 
deprecate the other puniſhments, which 
feem to be coming very faſt, as well as 
very weighty and greivous upon us. 
The Exciſe was plainly given in the juſt 


indignation of heaven againſt us, and the 
ſevereſt marks of vengeance will cer- 
tainly be felt this year, though, I hope 


our virtue will redeem us from fo igno- 
minzous a bondage in the next. 


I ſuſpect that we have copied this new 


ſpecies of wickedneſs, the inſulting the 


Divine Majeſty of heaven, from the worſt 
of our neighbours, the French. They, 


_ almoſt regularly after a ſignal defeat, ſing 


Te Deum, with the greateſt pomp, and 


by a thouſand inſolent ſongs of triumph 


endeavour to impoſe on the fond credu- 
lity of the people. That perfidious 
nation has never ſcrupled the defying 


God, to lecure wy temporasy advan- 
tages, 
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The NORTH BRITON. 35 
tages; and their moſt ſolemn acts of 


devotion have plainly appeared to have 
been enjoined only to ſerve the artful 
purpoſes of the ſtate. Is this the nation, 


which is to be propoſed for our pattern? 


and are the Engliſh to become what the 


Scots were for a long time, the profeſied 
admirers and imitators of the moſt atro- 


cious frauds and perjuries of their old 
friends and allies, the French? Theſe 


two nations have generally ated like the 


ſame ſubjects of one natural King, as Cla- 


rendon expreſſes it on occaſion of the 
letter, which Lord Loudon, and others 
of the Scottiſh nobility, wrote to the 


French King, to aſk his protection, and 
to put him in mind of the dependance 
the kingdom (ScorLanD) formerly had 


upon that crown (of FRANCE.) The 
letter too was directed in the ſtyle of 
ſubjects to their own ſovereign, au Roy. 

Such imitations of foreign manners will, 


J hope, be confined to the Scots, and 
never be followed by the Engliſh. I 


= bluſhed when I read the late falſe and 
extravagant compliments of the Duke of 


Nivernois, and our unmanly returns. 


The violent profeſſions of friendſhip made 


by France to this country, are not only 
ſurfeiting and ſuſpicious, but very alarm- 
ing, and I believe deſigned to cover 


ſome deep treachery. The great Duke 


of 


— — 2 — — — 
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of Marlborough, in a letter to Queen 
Anne, ſays, It is not my opinion only, 


but the opinion of all mankind, that the 


\ friendſhip of France muſt needs be de- 
ſtructive to your MajzsTy, there being 


in that court a root of enmity zrreconcil- 


able to your Majzsrty's government, 


and the religion of theſe kingdoms, _ 
Rejoicings ſhould on this occaſion be 


left to our enemies, and the greateſt 


preparations are accordingly making by 
France and Spain to celebrate a Peace, 
by which they have recovered thoſe im- 
portant conqueſts, for which ſo much 


blood and treafure has been laviſhed—— 
only for a miniſter to ſignalize his in- 


capacity and treachery. But are WE to 
rejoice, and to join together in thankſ- 


giving, for a peace, by which France 
recovers Guadelupe, Mariegalante, De- 


ſirade, Martinique, St. Peter, Miquelon, 
Pondicherry, all her ſettlements in, the 
Eaſt-Indies, Goree, Belleifle, &c. her 
moſt valuable fiſheries, &c. and the 
antient diſturber of the tranquility of 


mankind, is again put in a capacity of 


endangering the liberties of Europe? 
Are WE ſolemnly to mock God by our 
rejoicing, that our miniſter has — 5 a 
ſcandalous exchange of the Havanuab, 


ſo important in itlelf, and which left all 
the ettlements of Spain in the new world 


at 


| 
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at our mercy, only for the wretched 


Florida ? 


I always feel the trueſt rapture, when 


ſee the moſt excellent prince in Europe, 
the delight of his people, appearing in 
public to ſubjects, who, build their own 


happineſs on that of their amiable mo- 
narch. Yet I own, I hope my ſove- 
reign will not go on Thurſday in ſolemn 


proceſſion to St. Paul's, becauſe I fear 
the cenſure of the malicious and ill- inten- 


tioned. I believe the city of London, 


lo juſtly renowned for the high ſpirit of 
liberty, tempered with the firmeſt loy alty 


to their princes, was not gratified with 
the preſence of their beloved King, either 


after the taking of Martinique, Pondt- 
cherry, or the Havannah Ii gratitude 
to heaven in all theſe great events was 
ſhewn by our pious prince rather in pri- 
vate devotion than in any ſolemn, public 


act, I ſhould hope (if I may be allowed 


to form a wiſh on this great occaſion) that 
the humiliating circumſtance of giving 


up ſo many and important conqueſts, was 


not to be attended with parade or oſten- 
tation; for, I confeſs, I fear the ill-hu- 


mour, which is too viſible in the body of 
the people, enraged by an ignominious 


Peace, and the late attack on their liber- 
ties, by enlarging the dominion of that 
accurſed fiend, the Excisk. I hope, 


there- 
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therefore, that on the day of thankſgiy- 
ing for the Pzace, his Majeſty will only 
go to Chapel, and that al bloody iron 
ſwords being now ſheathed and laid aſide, 
the peaceful wooden ſword of ſtate will 
be carried by that excellent Peace-Officer, 
Lord George Sackville. 


EE Yr Ow * * 
* * great inuminations 
at the hotels of che French and Spaniſh 


embaſſadors * * * 


Scotland yard 


* * E % % #* _Savth- 


Audley-Street „ 


RT Toad * 


the Britiſh Coffee houſe 8 


* % # 88 


„„ all the Scottiſh 


tradeſmen in the _ in a blaze 
* | * X* * * * * 


* the Treaſury, Admiralty, &c. on fire 


* 3 * * * 


Egyptian darkneſs through the city ® 


* 


EY oY all the chunttics empty 


9 R 7 * 1 * 


f the bells 


muffled, or tolling the loſs of Martinique, 
Guadelupe, the Havannah, &c. &c. &c. 


(Vide 


The NORTH BRITON. 91 
(Vide Vol. I. No. 5.) 
The DzpicaT1ON, prefixed to 
The FALL of MORTIMER: 
An Hiſtorical Pl. A v. 
Forbad my tongue to ſpeak of Mortimer 
But I will find him when he lies aſleep, 
And in his ear I'll holla Mortimer! 
Nay, I will have a ftarling taught to ſpeak 


Nothing but Mortimer, and give it him, 
To keep his anger ſtill in motion, SHAKESP. 


— 


5 „ eee | wo 
Right Honourable Earl of BUT E. 
Chancellor of the Univerſity of Aber- 
deen in Scotland, firſt Commiſſioner ö 

of the Treaſury in England, one of | 

the ſixteen Repreſentatives of the Peers | 
of Scotland, one of his Majeſty's Moſt 

Honourable Privy Council, and Knight | 

of the Moſt Noble Engliſh Order of | 

the Garter. „ 
. 
TANY and various motives have 


concurred to give a peculiar pro- 
priety to the fond wiſh I had e of 


| 


making this humble offering to the ſhrine 
. ö 0 „ 


92 The NORTH BRITON. 
of Bute, I have felt an honeſt indignation 
at all the invidious and odious applications 
of the ſtory of Roger Mortimer. I ab- 
ſolutely diſclaim the moſt diſtant alluſion, 
and I purpoſely dedicate this Play to your 
Lordſhip, becauſe hiſtory does not fur. 
niſh a more ſtriking contraſt, than there 
is between the two miniſters in the reigns 
of Edward the third, and of George the 
third. The former prince was held in 
the moſt abſolute ſlavery by his mother 
and her miniſter ; the firſt nobles of Eng- 
land were excluded from the king's coun- 
cils, and the minion diſpoſed of all places 
of profit and truſt. The king's uncles 
did not retain the ſhadow of power and 
authority, but were treated with inſult; 
and the whole, royal family was not only 
depreſſed, but forced to depend upon the 
caprice of an inſolent Favourite. The 
young king had been victorious over the 
Scots, who were in that reign our cruel 
enemies, though happily in this our 
- deareſt friends. On every favourable op- 
portunity, either by the diſtractions in the 
public councils during a minority, or by 
the abſence of the national troops, they 
had ravaged England with fire and ſword. 
Edward might have compelled them to 
accept of any terms, but Roger Morti- 
mer, from perſona) motives of his own 
"RR * 
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power and ambition, haſtily concluded an 
ignominious peace, by which he facri- 

& ficed all the glories of a ſucceſsful war. 

With the higheſt rapture I now look back 

& to that diſgraceful era, and I exult when 

I compare it with the halcyon days of 
George the third. This excellent prince 

is held in no kind of captivity. All his 

nobles have free acceſs to him. The 

throne is not now beſieged. Court fa- 

vour, not confined to one partial ſtream, 

flows in a variety of different channels, ; 
& enriching this whole country. There is _ 
now the moſt perfect union among all 9 
the branches of the royal family. No | 
court minion now finds it neceſſary for 
the preſervation of his own omnipotence, 
by the vileſt infinuations to divide either 
the royal, or any noble families. The | 
king's uncle is now treated with that | 
marked diſtinction which his ſingular me- | 
rit is entitled to, both from the nation 

and the throne, eſtabliſned by his valour 

in extinguiſhing a foul rebellion, which 

burſt upon us from its native North, and 


almoſt overſpread the land. Our ſove- 
reign is conſcious that he owes more to 
our great Deliverer than any prince in 
Europe owes to any ſubject; and he ſets 
2 noble example of gratitude to princes, 
que les rois, ces illuſtres ingrats, font ajjes 
. mal- 
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malheureuie pour ne connitre pas. No Fa- 


vourite now has trampled upon the moſt 
reſpectable of the Engliſh nobility, and 
driven them from their ſovereign's coun- 
cils. No diſcord now rages in the king- 
dom, but every tongue bleſſes the mini- 
ſter who has in ſo many ways endeared 
himſelf no leſs to the nobility than to the 
whole body of the people. Primores po- 
puli arripuit, populumque tributim, To 
compleat the contraſt, we have now an 
advantageous, a glorious peace, fully 


adequate to all the ſucceſſes, to all the 


lorles of the war. 


The internal policy of this W is 


extally to be admired. Our gracious 
ſovereign maturely examines all matters 


of national importance, and no unfair or. 


partial repreſentation of any bulineſs, or 
of any of his ſubjects, is ſuffered to be 
made to him, nor can any character be 
aſſaſſinated in the dark, by an unconſti- 
tutional Prime Miniſter. He regularly, 
by your advice, attends every private 
council of real moment, and nothing 
is there ſubmitted to the arbitary deciſion 
of one man. This happy ſtate of things 
we owe to your lordſhip's unexampled 
care of his majeſty's youth. The great 


promiſe you made us, that we ſhould 


: td ſee our ap th like his 
great 
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The NORTH BRITON. 93 
great predeceflor, William the third, pre- 
Adding in perſon at the Britiſh treaſury, 
has been fulfilled to the advantage and 
glory of theſe times, and to the perfec- 
ting of that ſcheme of ceconomy ſo 
earneſtly recommended from the throne, 
ſo ably carried into execution by your- 
ſelf, and YOUR chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, as well as ſo minutely by the 
lord ſteward of the houſhold. Your 
whole council of ſtate too, is compoſed 
of men of the firſt abilities; the Duke of 
Bedford, the Earls of Halifax, Egremont, 
and Gower; the Lords Henly, Manſ- 
field, and Ligonier; Mr. George Gren- 
ville, and Mr. Fox. The buſineſs of 
this great Empire is not however entirely 
truſted to them: the moX arduous and 
complicate parts are not only digeſted and 
prepared, but finally reviſed and ſettled, 
by Gilbert Elliot, Alexander Wedder- 
burn, Eſqꝗrs; Sir Henry Erſkine, Bart. 
and the Home. EY. 
| Another reaſon why I chuſe your 
Lordſhip for the ſubject of this dedica- 
tion, is that you are ſaid, by former 
dedicators, to cultivate with ſucceſs the. 
| Polite arts. They ought to have gone 
turther, and to have ſhewn how liberally- 
you are pleaſed to reward all men of. 
genius. Malloch and the Home have, 
| een 


0 Armſtrong 


of The NORTH BRITON: | 
been nobly provided for. Let Churchill 


lordſhip's claſſical taſte will reliſh their 


Vorks and patronize the authors. You 


my lord, are ſaid to be not only a Patron, 
but a Judg e, and Malloch adds that he 


_ wiſhes © 107 the honour of our country, 
„ that this praiſe were not, almoſt ex- 
cluſively, your own,” I wiſh too, for the 


| honour of my country, and to preſerve 


your lordſhip from the contagion of 2 
malignant envy, that you would not 
again give permiſſion to a Scottiſh ſcribler 
to ſacrifice almoſt the whole body of our 


nobility and gentry to his itch of pane- 


gyrick on you, or pay from you; andT 


_ ſubmit, whether a future inconvenience 

may not reſult from ſo remarkable an 
inſtance how certain and ſpeedy the way 

f wy obtain the laſt 1 is, 17 8 means of the 


The en my Lord which i 


all the ſciences have made in England, 
has become the jealouſy of 'Eurepe. 


| Under your auſpices Botany and Tragedy 
hape reached the utmoſt height of per- 


fection. Not only the Syſtem of Power, 
Hut the Vegetable Syſtem has been com- 
i pleated by the 5 Joint labours of your lord- 
: hip, And the great Doctor Hill. Tra- 

ge dy under the ann. and the e 

vs 1 5 N a8 


write like them, your 
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Das here rivalled the Greek model, and 
united the different merits of the great 
moderns. The fire of Shakeſpeare, and 

the correctneſs of Racine, have met in 
your two countrymen. One other exotic 
ioo I muſt not forget: Arthur Murphy, 


Gent. He has the additional merit of 
acting no leſs than of writing, ſo as to 


touch in the moſt exquiſite manner all 


the fine feelings of the humane frame, 

I have ſcarcely ever felt myſelf more 
forcibly affected, than by this poor 
neglected player, except a few years ago 
at the Ducheſs of Queenſberry's, where 
your lordſhip ſo frequently exhibited. 


in one part, which was remarkably hu- 


mane and amiable, you were fo great, 
that the general exclamation was, here 
you did not act. In another part you 
were no leſs perfect. I mean in the 
famous ſcene of Hamlet, where you 


pour fatal poiſon into the ear of a 


unſuſpecting king. If the great names of | 
Muzxeny and Burz, as players, pen. 


antur eadem truting, it is no flattery to 


lay that you, my lord, were not only 
ſuperior, ba even unrivalled by him, as 
well as by all, who have ever appeared 
on the great ſtage of the world. As a, 


— 
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F-26415 
_ * 


writter, I take Mr. Murphy rather to 
excel you, except in * of ee, 
Vol. III. 7 © "nn 
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phy: as an actor, he can form no, pre. 
tenſion. to an equality. Nature indeed 
in her utmoſt ſimplicity we admire in M. 
ralf. but art, art, charaterizes your 
lordſhip. , 

Thb tag gives our locdſhip. a. chain 
to tees in cya 52 ys 8 You are 
perfeck in BIN ing the 
5 wers of acting Vos whgle + has 
RN 885 "rs to it. All your faculties 
have been direfted to this 1 

| object. While Mr. Pitt, Lord Temple, 

and others, your catemporaries, were 
preparing themſelyes for i. national 
Boba of parkatvent, and already 
taking a. diſtinguiſhed. part there, you, 
after a ſeven. years SERVICE. in the Houle 
of Peers, condeſcended ta tread many 
private ſtage in the high buſkins of pom- 

us, ſonorous t „ With what 
me riar ſucceſs L record; with pleaſure. 
"Me. Pit and his noble 2 are now 
both in a private ſtation. You have, 
almoſt excluſively, the ſmiles of your 
ö ſovereign; they aply 5 I. 4 applauſe 
ef their country. I 
With others; a Pale 6 of Newcaltls an 
Devonſhire; a Marquis. of Rockin 
An Earl of Hardwick, and the two! 
ed, . young nobles, who ſtand fo 
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e- that ſhe can call her own, the Dukes of 
ed WW Grafton and Portland. Thefe diſtin- 
lr, ouiſhed chraracters muſt ever be reſpected 
ur by your. lordſhip, for their ardent love 
of our Sovereign and liberty, and ho- 
m noured by this nation as the declared, 
re determined, and combined enemies of 
he WWF deſpotic, inſolent, and contemptible 


favouritiſm. | _ 

As Tragedy and Botany have thus 
reared their heads, give me leave to re- 
commend to your lordſhip one mu 5 

an 


re tant point reſpecting the Scienes, the 
al Belles Lettres, wick ſtill remains un- 
ly fettled: I mean Orthography. The 
05 French Academy has fixed it for their 
le nation; yet a bold modern, Voltaire, 
a has dared to deviate from their rules, and 
. has endeavoured to eſtabliſh a new Ortho- 
at graphy, ftill nearer approaching to the 
2 modern pronunciation. I have ſeen, and 


admired, ſome curious ſpecimens of your 
Lordſhip's labours of this kind, moſt 
happily adapted even to the female mode 
of pronunciation, which with me as well 
as with a polite nobleman, muſt ever 
bear the palm, if not of correctneſs, yet 
of grace and elegance. Indeed, my Lord, 
the letters I allude to ate fo curious, that 
I with for a fac ſimile of them, as we 
have of one of 15 famous genuine 2 
e e , 


ee 


Fin.” 
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of your countryman Archibald Bower, 
They would, I am purſuaded, excel all 

the curious manuſcripts of this kind in 
your own Univerſity of Aberdeen, or 
among the immenſe collection of learned 
books of your late valuable purchaſe, 
the Argyle Library. May I not there- 
fore hope that as the Definitive Treaty 
is now ſigned, your Lordſhip's labours 
will be directed to this important point, 
and that we may expect to ſee a compleat 
Orthographical Dictionary, to determine 
the knorty point of Britain for Briton, 
which has of late puzeled that, great 


writer, the great Bxzron himſelf, not- 


4 14 4 


, withſtanding the excellence of his Scottiſh | 
education? Eaſe and elegance will, Iam 


perſuaded, ſtill attend your Lordſhip as 
_ 1nſeparably as they have ever done, nor 


will you in this caſe be in danger of being 
forfaken by chem, when, as Bege n 

s (or, if you pleaſe, in your own botanical 

= - phraſe, Carduus Benedictus) ſays, now he 


is turned Orthographer, his words area | 
fantaſtical banquet, juſt ſo many 


very ical 
ſtrange diſhes... - 


* 4 


I ſhould have added, my Lord, that 
the Play I make an offering of is a Tra- 
gedy, the moſt grave and moral of al 
poems, and therefore with a happy pro- 

Priety comes inſcribed to your Lordihip, 


the 
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the moſt grave, the moſt moral of all 
men. A witty comedy, I would never 
have offered to your Lordſhip, nor in- 
deed to any of your countrymen. Wit 
is an ignis fatuus, which bewilders and 
leads us aſtray. It is the primroſe path, 
which conducts to folly. Your Lordſhip 
has never deviated into it. You have 
marched on with ſolemn dignity, keeping 
ever the true tragic ſtep, and have on 
the greateſt occaſions (So known, SO 
honoured —— in the Houſe of Lords“) 
exhibited to the world what you learnt 
on the ſtage, the moſt pompous diction 
with the boldeſt theatrical ſwell, infinitely 
ſuperior, to all the light airs of wit or 
humour. The eaſy ſock of laughing 
comedy you never condeſcended to wear. 
Ihave only one thing more to urge to 
your Lordſhip. The Flay is quite im- 
perfect. Your Lordſhip loves the ſtage : 
ſo does Mr. Murphy. Let me intreat 
your Lordſhip to aſſiſt your friend in 
perfecting the weak ſcenes of this Tra- 
gedy, and from theſe crude labours of 
Ben Johnſon and others, to give us a 
compleat Play. It is the warmeſt wiſn 
of my heart, that the Earl of Bute may 
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ſpeedily compleat the ftory of Roger 
Mortimer. I hope that your Lordſhip 


this arduous taſk, to which parts like 
youiꝰs are ſo peculiarly adapted. A vari- 


the leaſt neceſſity of poetical fiction. To 
you every thing will be eaſy. The fifth 


important concerns, either of 'bulinek, 


beg, my Lord, that E. will . 
_ royally to (command_ | 
4 * Ma 


Peace . . Paris will in the | 
and when the name of Roper Mortimer | 
thall be mentioned, 3 

_ follow'to the lateft time. 
„„ 1b 12 | 


public conduct. We — 19 
Power, you found \ us a diſtracted, dil- 


united nation. The late abandoned 
miniſter of the people had wickedly, ex- 
tended eve - corruption. through 
3 WOE the. ſenate ( Peil. 0 
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will graciouſly condeſcend to undertake 
ety of anecdotes in real life will ſuperſede 


act of this Play will find talents great as 
your's ſtill in full vigour, even alter you. 
have run ſo wonderful a career. If more 


or amuſement, engage you too much, I 


in | hi literary, 2 AS: | 


my thanks as an 


a. Fark 
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che late venal Parlament) not excepted. 
You, my Lord, have made us an united 
and happy nation. Corruption ſtarted 
bke a guilty thing, your ſummons 
of Mr. Fox, nor have I heard of a ſingle 
inſtance of any undue, unconſtitutional 
influence 58520 in the ſenate. I now 
ſpeak of the preſent, virtuous Parliament. 
Your Lordſhip too from every foreign 
Court has received the moſt flattering 
teſtimonies of an 3 
in your veracity equal to 
their Juſt ale of your Lon one 


pen *. 

ments of his kiſare "ings , I Rope Doo: 
tor Hill and the Home will forgwe meg 
and that the great triamwirate having 
compleated u glorieus and 'permanent = 
peace, may in learned eaſe, under the 
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ſhade of their own' ohive, ſoon enjoy the 


full ſweets of their own ohiloſophy ; Aron N. 
as Candide obſerves, Celts eſt bien dit, 
mais il faut cultiver ndtre jardin. In your 


I wiſh you, my Lord, the moſt exquiſite 
PREY under the e ſhade of the 1 alt 5 


— 


ſofter, more envied hours of retirement, 
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ſpeedily compleat the ſtory of Roger 
Mortimer. I hope that your Lordſhip 
will graciouſly condeſcend to undertake 
this arduous taſk, to which parts like 
youtꝰs are ſo peculiarly adapted. A vari- 
ety of anecdotes in real life will ſuperſede 
the leaſt neceſſity of poetical fiction. To 
you every thing will be eaſy. The fifth 
act of this Play will find talents great as 
your's ſtill in full vigour, even after you 
have run ſo wonderful a career. If more 
important concerns, either of buſineſs, 
or amuſement, engage you too much, I 
beg, my Lord, that you will pleaſe 

" royally to command Mr. Murphy, as 
Mr. Macpherſon fays you commanded 
him to publiſh the proſe- poems of Fingal 
and Temora. Such a work will, immer- 
talize your glory in the literary, as the 
Peace of . will in the politica}-world; 
and when the name of Roger Mortimer 
mall be mentioned, that of Bute will 
follow to the lateſt time. 
Sive me leave now, my Lord, to affer 
my thanks as an Engliſhman, for your 
public conduct. At your acceſſion td 
power, you found us a diſtracted, diſ. 
united nation. The late abandoned 
miniſter of the people had wickedly, ex- 
tended every art of corruption through 
all ranks-of men, che ſenate (I ſpeak 0 


* 


* 
ed 
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the late venal Parliament) not excepted. 
You, my Lord, have made us an united 
and ph — Corruption ſtarted 
ke a guilty your ſummons 
of Mr. Fox, bers 14 I heard of a ſingle 
inſtance of any undue, unconſtitutional 
influence exerted in the ſenate. I no.] 
ſpeak of the preſent, virtuous Parliament. 
Your Lordſhip too from every foreign 


Court has received the moſt flattering 


teſtimonies of an unbounded confidence 
in your veracity and good faith, equal to 
their juſt Teaſe: of. |. rang tranſcendent. 
abilities. : 
I beg pardon, my Lord; for having ſo 
Jong detained the putrior miniſter of this 
patriot king, from the great foenes of 
Fore /bufineſs, or the — out! cor- 
mption at home, or the innocent employ- 
ments of his leiſure hours. I hope Doc 
tor Hill and the Home will forgive me, 
and that the great triumwirate having 
compleated u glorious, and permanent 
peace, may in learned eaſe, under the 
ſhade of their own olive, ſoon enjoy the 
full ſweets of their own pluloſophy ; for 
as Candide obſerves, Cele eſt bien dit, 
mais il faut cultiver notre jardin. In your 


ſofter, more envied hours of retirement, 


I wiſh you, my Lord, the moſt exquiſite 


pleaſures under the ſhade of the Cyprian 


ES Myrile. 


8 
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Mirtle. Your patriot moments will be 
paſſed under the ſhade of your Scottiſh 

Þ 

Iwill no longer intrude on your Lord. 
ſhip. The Cocoa Tree and your country. 
men may be impatient to ſettle with you 
the army and the finances of this king. 
dom. I have only to add my congratu- 
lations on the peculiar fame you have 
acquired, ſo adequate to the wonderful 
acts of your adminiſtration. You are in 
full poſſeſſion of that fame at the head of 
Tories and Scotſmen; but alas! my 
Lord, how fantaſtick as well as tranſitory 
CO fame The meaneſt have their day 
and though Mr. Pitt is now adored, as 
the head of Whigs and Engliſhmen, the 
greateſt can but blaze, and paſs away. 
Tam, with a zeal and reſpect equal. to 

your virtues, 


My Lord, 
i Vour Lordſhip's 8 
1 as | WL Very humble Servant, 
March 15, 1763. BE en, 
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' PUBLIC ADVERTISER, 
Monday, May 16, 1763. 


The following Letters, &c. we can 1 aſſure 
the Public are genuine, and the Origi- 
nals of ſome of them, arè in the poſſeſſion 
of the Earls of Egremont and Halifax.“ 
They are preſented to the Public, be- 
cauſe they bear an immediate Relation 
to the NoxrH BRTrox, altho' they 
relate to a Paper of the IX 1 Auguſt 
of the laſt Year. | 


"LETTERS, &. 


R. Secker pieſente his Wander 

to Mr. Wilkes, he has been three 
times at his houſe to wait on him from 
Lord Talbot. Mr. Secker would be 
obliged to Mr. Wilkes, to let him know 


ford's, St. James's Palace, where and 


* Theſe two Lords were 1 Setjethiies; of Stare, 
and beſides many other illegal acts, gave orders for 
the ſeizure of Mr. Wilkes's papers, on a ſuſpicion, 
not confirmed by oath, of his having written a pre- 
tended libel. 

F 5 


by a note directed to him at Mr. Hol- 


what time Mr. n could ſpeak to him 


this 
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this afternoon, If he does not hear from 


Mr. Wilkes, will wait on him by nine 


o' clock to-morrow morning at his houſe. 


Sept. 10. 
Half an hour paſt two o clock. 
Directed, To — Wilkes, Eſq; 


R. Wilkes's ol to Mr. 
Secker, was not acquainted till 
this minute by his note, that Mr. Secker 


had once called in Great George-Street, 


ſhall be at home from ſeven till eight this 


evening, and as Mr. Wilkes ſhall be 


alone, he ſuppoſes at this TOS Mr. 
Secker will bring no . 


Great George · Street, 
Friday afternoon, five, Sept. 10. 


Directed, To Mr. Secker, at Mr. Hel 


ford's, St. James's Palace, 


F 

$o+7J 

4 2.7 
4 


R. Secker 8 compliments to Mr. 
Wilkes, he will wait on him alone 


this evening between ſeven and l | 


St. James: 3, 


Directed, To Joho Wilkes Eſq 
O I R, 


e Edd, 


* 
e 
- 
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SIR, 


A ST have received no anſwer to a let- 


ter I wrote to you on the 25th of 
Auguſt, and find, by ſending to your houſe 
in town, that I can have no immediate 


opportunity of ſeeing you, I am forced 


again by letter to aſk if you avow or diſ- 


claim being author of the paper entitled 
the North Briton, of the 21ſt of Auguſt. 


Bolton-Street, = "TALBOT: 


Sept. 10, 1762. 


Directed, To Col. Wildes. 


Great George - Street, Friday Sept. 10. 

My Lox, 5 45 0 
T Beg your Lordſhip to do me the juſtice 
1 to believe that I have never yet re- 
ceived the letter to me at Wincheſter, 
which Mr. Secker tells me was ſent there 
a fortnight ago. I have juſt now the 
honour of your Lordſhip's by that gen- 
tleman. Your Lordſhip aſks if I avow or 


_ diſclaim being author of the paper entitled 


the North Briton, of the 21ſt of Auguſt. 


My anſwer is, That I muſt firit inſiſt pn 


know- 
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| knowing your Lordſhip's right to catechiſe 
me about an anonymous paper. If your 

Lordſhip is not ſatisfied with this, I ſhall 
ever be ready to give your Lordſhip any 
other ſatisfaction. PEO me as a gen. E 
tleman. I am, = 


My Lord, 
Your Lorſhip's | 


_ Moſt obedient humble ſervant, - 


JOHN W E L K E 8. 
Directed. To Earl Talbot. 


Wincheſter, Sept. 14, 1762, 
My Lonp, 


Left Wincheſter with end. Efing: 
ham's leave, on the ſecond of A 
, 20 did not return to this city till the 1255 
of this month. My drum- major brought 
me your Lordſhip's letter yeſterday. 1 
now return it with the ſeal unbroke, as 
the cleareſt demonſtation that F never 
: have read the contents of it. I 1 2 795 


* Commander in chief of the troops in and near 
5 Wincheſter. Py | 2 


4 e they 
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Directed, To Earl Talbot. 
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they are the ſame with the letter I had 


the honour of receiving and anſwering 
by Mr. Secker. I am, 5 


My Lord, 
Vour Lordſhip's 


Moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


JOHN WILKES. 


Suppoſe you have by this time found 
the letter I wrote directed to you at 


Wincheſter, and that hath acquainted you 
why I addreſſed myſelf to Mr. Wilkes, 
to enquire if the North Briton of the 2 rt 


of Auguſt was written by him, I well 


know every gentleman who contributes 
to ſupport periodical papers by his pen is 
not anſwerable for all the papers that ap- 
pear under the title of that which he aſſiſts, 


but I cannot conceive that any man ſhould 

refuſe to aſſure a perſon who hath been 
the object of the wit of any paper, that 
he was not the author of a paper he did 


not write. Every man's ſenſe of honour 


ouglfit 
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ought to direct his conduct, if you prefer 
a perſonal engagement to the denying 
being the author of a paper that hath been 
ſo free with my name; I, who am pub- 
lickly affronted by that paper, cannot 
in honour avoid requiring the ſatisfaction 
you ſeem moſt deſirous to give. Be 
pleaſed to write or fend to me as ſoon as 


you have determined what part you will 
act. I ſhall be in London Thurſday and 


Friday next, and this day ſe*nnight, after 
which I ſhall not be in London till Thurl- 
day the 23d. I am, : 


81 


Bolton Street, | Your humble ſervant, 
Sept. 42, 1701. 5 


Directed, To Col. Wilkes. 


My Loxp, 2 | 

Y Had not till yeſterday the honour of 
your Lordfhip's letter of the 12th, 

and embrace this earlieſt opportunity of 

acknowledging it. Your Lordſhip has 

not yet, in my poor idea, aſcertained the 
BD right 


TALBOT. 


Wincheſter, Sept. 16, 1762, | 
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right you claim of interrogating me about 
the paper of the 21ſt of Auguſt, and I 
will firit know the very good authority on 
which I am thus queſtioned, before I wil 
return any anſwer whatever. 

Your Lordſhip deſires me to write or 


ſend to you as ſoon as I have determined 
what part I ſhall at. I intended my 


firſt letter ſhould have made that ſulk- 
cientiy clear. I am, 


Your Lordſhip's 
Very humble ſervant, 
| JOHN WILKES. 
Directed, Te 0) Ear Talbot. 


SIR, 


Have this inſtant received your's of 
the 16th. It is your own declara- 
tion before men of truth and honour, 


that you occaſionally aſſiſted the paper 


called the North Briton with your pen, 
that is the foundation of my interroga- 
ting you about the North Briton of the 
21ſt of Auguſt——and whatever may be 


your idea, mine is, ht when a gentle- 
man 
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man owns himſelf an occaſional author of 
an anonymous ſatyrical paper, any per. 
ſon by name ridiculed in ſuch an Heh. 
domadal performance hath a right to aſk 
the occaſional avowed writer, If he was 
the author of the offending paper. 
You may now, Sir, anſwer my queſ- 
tion or not; I have offered to put my. 
ſelf upon that footing with you that 
became a man who hath ſpirit, and is 
influenced by honour If you do not 


deny the paper, I muſt and will conclude 
you wrote it. 


Bolton. street, Your humble ſervant, 
Sept. 17, 1762. „ 


Directed, To 0 Wilkes. 


Wincheſter, . 21, 1155 
My LoRp, 


UNDAY's poſt NT 1 me your 
Lordſhip's of the 17th, and by the 


return of it this waits on your Lordſhip. 
You are pleaſed to ſay, that it is my 
own declaration, before men of truth and 
honour, that I occaſionally aſſiſted the 
paper called the North Briton. I wiſh 
your TD had been more explicit 


and 


TALBOT. 
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The NORTH BRITON. 113 


and had mentioned the name of any one 


gentleman before whom I made that de- 
claration. Was it made in public? or 
was it in private converſation ? Still I 


have the misfortune of not yet ſeeing 
your Lordſhip's right of putting the queſ- 


tion to me about the paper of the 21ſt 


of Auguſt; and till I do, I will never re- 


ſolve your Lordſhip on that head, though 


I would any friend I have in the world, 
who had the curioſity of aſking me, if It 


was in a civil manner. 


Your Lordfhip fays, that if I do not 
deny the paper, you muſt and will con- 
clude I wrote it. Your Lordſhip has my 
free conſent to make any concluſions you 
think proper, whether they are well or 


ill grounded; and I feel the moſt perfect 


indifference about what they ng the 
conſequences of them. 


I intend at preſent to make a tour on 
Thurſday to the Iſle of Wight. I ſhall 
return to this city the beginning of the 


next week. Iam, 


My Lord, 5 
Your Lordſhip? - i 
Moſt humble ſervant, 


JOHN WILKES. 


Directed, To Earl Talbo 1 
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| Wincheſter Sept. 30, 1762 


SIR, 


ORD T albot, by your meſſage, 
has at laſt brought this moſt impor- 


tant queſtion to the preciſe point, where 


my firſt anſwer to his Lordſhip fixed it, 


i he preferred that. As you have only 
ſeen the two laſt letters, I muſt entreat 
you to caſt your eye over thoſe preceding, 
becauſe J apprehend they will juſtify an 


. obſervation or two I made this morning, 


when I had the honour of paying my 
compliments to you at camp. 


Be aflured that if I am between heaven 


and earth, I will be on Tueſday evening 


at Tubury's, the Red Lion at Bagſhot, 
and on Wedneſday morning I will play 


this duet wich his Lordſhip. 


It is a real ſatisfaction to me, that his 
Lordſhip is to be accompanied by a gen- 
tleman of Colonel Berkeley! 8 worth and 


honour. 


This- will be delivered to you. by my 


adjutant, who attends me to Bagſhot. 
I ſhall not bring any ſervant with me, 


res the fear of any of the parties be- 


ing known. My piſtols only or his 


Lordſhip's, at his option, ſhall decade this 5-1 


point. 


1 


re 
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beg the favour of you to return me 
the letters, as I mean to leave Winchelſ- | 
er this evening. I have Lord Bruce's* 4 
leave of abſence for ten days.” — 


1 am, with ſincere regard, 
SIR, 


Your very humble ſervant, 


JOHN WILKES. 


* 


1 hope hat 1 we may make a partie quar- 
| ree for ſupper on Tueſday at Bagſhor. 


Directed, To Col. Berkeley, 


obs 


SIR, 


Have read all the letters, and mall 

depend upon the pleaſure of fupping 
with you at Tilbury's the Red Lion at 
Bagſhot Tueſday evening. My ſervant 
will attend me, as the going alone would 
give room for ſuſpicion but you may de- 
pend upon his following your direction at 
Bagſhot and that he ſhall not be ſeen 
1 where you would not have him—1 am 
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much obliged by your favourable opinion 


Camp near Wincheſter, 


red tothe taking of the Havannah. * 


1.4 DY Wi ſeacre.— The Univerſity of 


different coloured ribbands wore by the 


to the cauſe they eſpouſed, 


Was a. particular ſtarute in the Univerſity, 
that no perſon who was a freeman of the 


and am 
Your humble ſervant, 


N. BERKELEY. 
Sept. 30, 1762. | 


Incloſed is a copy of a letter received 
by Mr. Stanley this afternoon. [It rela- 


Directed, To Col, Wilkes, 
Vide Vol. II ) 


Oxford, founded by King Alfred. 
Lord Sopling. Lord Suffolk. 
Lord Safe. Lord Foley. | 
Capt. Giddy.— Lord Litchfield. 
Former Wife. —The Old Intereſt, or 
Jacobitiſm, 


Blue and green ſpots. —Aluding to the 


two parties, as badges of their affection 


Incapable of being her Huſband. — There 


City of Oxford, could be a member of 


the Univerſity ; whereby. it was deter- 


* 


mined, 


— 1 8 ED 
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Z mined, that Lord Litchfield, who was a 

member of the Taylors company, was 
= diſqualified from being elected Chancel- 
lor. Very ſoon after Lord Weftmore- 
land's election, in order to remove this 
@ obſtacle on another occaſion, he had in- 
© tereſt enough to get this ſtatute repealed. 


T hoſe who ought to have read to them. — 


The Profeſſors in every ſcience, who have 
large ſalaries to read public lectures, but 


are ſo idle and infamous as not to do it. 
Mrs. Brown, the Houſekeeper —Dottor 
Brown, the preſent Vice-Chancellor. 
The Head Servants.—The Heads of 
Houſes. 


The Scullery.—A place called Coles 


tha; where the Heads of Houſes always 


meet to conſult about the e of the 


Univerſity. 


Lawyer Keen.—Dr. Blackſtone, Vine- 
rian Profeſſor of civil law, and Principal 
of New-Inn Hall. 9930 

Mr. Puff.— Dr. Niblett, Warden of 
All-Souls College, commonly called Puff 
Niblett, from his puffing and blowing 
whenever he ſpeaks. 

Twenty thouſand pounds Fes on the | 
wrong fide the Book. - A very few years 
ago, 88 Blackſtone being choſen one of 


tbe delegates of the Univerſity preſs, in- 


lpected the accounts, and found there 
ought 
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ought to have been in the cheſt twenty 
thouſand pounds, not a farthing of which 


ſum could be produced or accounted for, 


it having (as is generally imagined) been 
fpent in feaſting, &c. which work of ini. 
quity he publiſhed to the whole Univer- 


ity, | 


Another Lawyer, —T.ord Mansfield. 
A countryman of your's, Mr. North Bri. 
ton. —Alluding to the influence Lord 


| Bute had on ſome colleges, and his ſend- 


ing them a peremptory order to vote for 


Lord Litchfield. OR 


The Captain's own houſe.—The Chan- 
cellor was inſtalled at Ditchly, by a depu- 


tation of the members of the Univerſity, 


(Vide Vol. IL) 
NORTH BRITON, 
No. 38. Feb. 19, 1763. 


F ever you are preſſed to give you! 
aſſent to an enquiry into the paſt 


« management of the public revenue, 
* avoid the yielding to it as long as pol- 
« ible : it will fatally recoil on yourſelf. 
If you are-at laſt forced to give up the 

| | 9 « point, 
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point, boldly promiſe a Commiſſion of 


all public accounts. You may after- 


« wards fwear, that you only engaged 


for a Committee, and never thought of 


* Commiſſion. The poor creature, 
who will ſeem fo very earneſt in it, will 


be eaſily duped ; perhaps indeed he 
“vill defire to be duped. m6 


On Tueſday the 22d of February, 
1763, the Houſe of Commons reſolved 


A 
qe 


E itſelf into a committee of the whole houſe, 


to conſider of the moſt proper and effec- 
tual method of examining, taking, and 
ſtating the. public accounts of the king- 


dom. Sir John Philipps firſt drew up a 


motion, That it is the opinion of this 


* committee, that the moſt proper and 


c effectual method of examining, taking, 


and ſtating the public accounts of this 


cc 


kingdom, is by commiſſioners, to be ap- 
95 pointed by This Houſe for that pur- 
« poſe.” He then changed, from, to be 
« appointed byThisHouſe,” tothe words, 
“to be appointed by Act of Parliament.” 
He afterwards withdrew this motion, 
and then moved, That it is the opi- 
« nion of this committee, that the me- 
thod of examining the public accounts, 
beſt adapted to the conſtitution of this 
kingdom, and moſt likely to be 4 
lic, 
* is 


cc 
CC 
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is not by appointing commiſſioners for 
taking, examining, and ſtating thoſe 
V accounts at large, but by inſtituting 
“ ſpecial enquiry into ſuch particular 

c public ſervices, or ſuch articles of any 
particular ſervice as ſhall appear to the 
< houſe to require a more minute and 

e ſtrict examination than is provided for hi 

« by the eſtimates and accounts which 
are laid before the houſe in the ordi- 
% nary courſe of their proceedings.” 
Sir John withdrew this motion likewiſe. 
At laſt the committee reſolved, ** That 
it is the opinion of this committee, 
< that the houſe be moved, that a com- 

<« mittee be appointed to take into con- 

« fjderation the ſeveral eſtimates and ac- 
counts, preſented to this houſe, either 
in the preſent, or in any former ſeſſion 
of parhament, which relate to the ap- 

« plication or expenditure of the public 

money, ſince the commencement of 

“ the late war.“ RE: 


8 
n 
* 


4 


_ Extraordinary ; 


md n — (fy 7 Dee +. 


„ Dicere verum 
I Wid vetat ? 

3 Tavnspar, April the 1th, 1763. 
4 = IAT EVER difference we may 
preſent and late miniſter, in the exertion 
155 hey certainly bear a near reſemblance to 
pught to be made even here, that Mr. 
Aue, and the Earl of Bute's from conſci- 
er we muſt obſerve, that he hath ſhewn 
s inflexible a ſpirit in porting every 
Egncaſure which was wrong, as the Former 

Eould poſſibly maintain in - promoting 


; | vat was right. Regardleſs of all petty 
nd private conſiderations, bleſſed with 
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ORTH BRITON. 


hich was printed, but never publiſhed. 


find 1n other reſpects between the 
of a determined and inflexible reſolution, 
fach other. One diſtinction, indeed, 
itt's reſolution aroſe from conſcious: vir- 


pus power; but to the credit of the lat- 


þ F ne moſt excellent qualities of head and 
Vor. III. . | heart, 
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is not by appointing commiſſioners for 
taking, examining, and ſtating thoſe 
accounts at large, but by inſtituting 
a ſpecial enquiry into ſuch particular 
public ſervices, or ſuch articles of any 
particular ſervice as ſhall appear to the 
houſe to require a more minute and 
ſtrict examination than is provided for 
by the eſtimates and accounts which 
are laid before the houſe in the ordi- 
nary courſe of their proceedings.” 


Sir John withdrew this motion likewiſe. 
At laſt the committee reſolved, - That 


SY 
40 


(e 


66 


"BS 
(0 
| 6c 
— 
cc 
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it is the opinion of this committee, 


that the houſe be moved, that a com- 


mittee be appointed to take into con- 
ſideration the ſeveral eſtimates and ac- 
counts, preſented to this houſe, either 
in the preſent, or in any former ſeſſion 
of parliament, which relate to the ap- 
plication or expenditure of the public 


money, ſince the commencement of 
the late War 
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NORTH BRITON 
Extraordinary ; 
Which was printed, but never publiſhed. 


Dicere verum 
id vetat? 


Tuusspav, April hs -th, 176; 3. 
HAT EVER difference we may 


of a determined and inflexible reſolution, 
W they certainly bear a near reſemblance to 
each other. One diſtinction, indeed, 

ought to be made even here, that Mr. 
Pitt's reſolution aroſe from conſcious. vir- 
tue, and the Earl of Bute's from conſci- 
E ous power; but to the credit of the lat- 


ter we muſt obſerve, that he hath ſhewn 


Jas inflexible a ſpirit in upporting every 
meaſure which was wrong, as the Former 


could poſſibly maintain in promoting | 


what was right. Regardleſs of all petty 
Jand private conſiderations, bleſſed with 
the moſt excellent qualities of head and 

Vol. III. G heart, 


| find in other reſpects between the 
E preſent and late miniſter, in the exertion 
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heart, and ſincerely attached to“ the inte. with 


reſts of his country, Mr. Pitt proceeded have 
with that well-grounded confidence, to ver) 
which he was intitled by thoſe qualifica this 
tions, and in which he was juftified br ig d 
the moſt extraordinary ſucceſs. Without chat 
any real regard to this country, wholly wit 
engroſſed by private views, the qualities be 
of his head as yet doubtful, and thoſe of in e 
his heart too plain, the Farl of Bute hath, Wl ore: 
through his adminiſtration, behaved with whe 
that infolence, which in narrow minds is lextt 


alway the conſequence of power. When 
I mention inſolence, I would be ſuppoſed 
to include meanneſs; for they always are 
to be found in the lame place; and how. 
ever different they may appear, wait on- 
ly for a difference of circumſtances to call 
them forth, and to prove them inſepa- 


' rable. In both theſe virtues, I appre- the 
hend, the preſent miniſter ſtands unri- WF Mt 
valled, and the infection ſeems to ſpread der 
through all his coadjutors. Numberlels ipr 
inſtances might be produced to juſtify this ag; 
remark ; but no one is more proper, and ſel 
better calculated to. ſhew both theſe ex- be 


cellent qualities operating at one time, 
and on the ſame ſubject, than the treat- 
ment which our Eaſt-India company in 
general, and Mr. Rous, a very worthy 


member of it in particular, have met 
with. 


5 
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with. However triflingly this affair may 
have been talked of, it is, in reality, of 
very ſerious and general conſequence. At 


this time eſpecially, when their election 


is drawing nigh, it is highly neceſſary 


that a clear and full account of that affair, 
| with the real merits of the caſe, ſhould 


be laid before the public ; for putting it 


| in our power to perform which, we are 
greatly indebted to the correſpondent 


who hath favoured us s with the following 
letter. 


To the NORTH BRITON. 
STR, 


S a proprietor, I thought it not only . 
Am y intereſt but my duty, to attend 
the er court, when the conduct of 
Mr. Rous was to * examined. I cannot 
deny but, from the reports which were 


ipread abroad, I was greatly prejudiced 
againſt that gentleman, and flattered my- 


elf with ſome degree of merit, if I could 
be inſtrumental in giving him up to pub- 


lic cenſure, which I had been taught to 


think he had deſerved. For certainly, 


Sir, I could never be juſtified in ſuppo- 


ling him innocent, however boldly he 


might ſtand on hls defence, when the 
6G 2 1 honour 
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124 The NORTH BRITON. 
honour and uprightneſs of the miniſter 
Was engaged to prove him guilty ; and 
when a court of directors had conſidered 
his miſdemeanor as ſo groſs and palpable, 
that they would not even hear him; 
that, when called upon, they would not 
enter into the affair, would not give him 
an opportunity of explaining his conduct, 


but forced a friend of that gentleman's to 


move for his being called ro an account 
at a general court, as one guilty of mil. 
conduct, merely to give him an opportu- 
nity of proving to the public, that his 
conduct had been fair and irreproachable. 
This I could never have believed without 
proof, though, at the meeting, the proof 
was too ſtrong to admit of the leaſt ex- 
ception. Mr. Rous defended himſelf in 
ſuch a manner as to turn the ſhame, in- 
tended for him, on his adverſaries ; he 
proved his behaviour not only to have 
been undeſerving of reproach, but even 
worthy of approbation, and the reſult of 
that affair was exactly what every candid 
man would have wiſhed, what his friends 


expected, what his enemies feared, but 


what a ſtranger, as I was, could never 
have ſuſpected. As I conſidered this af- 
fair as of the greateſt conſequence to the 
future welfare of the company, I was par- 
ticularly attentive to every thing which 
5 | 1 | | | vaſled. 
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paſſed, I took down the ſubſtance of 
Mr. Rous's defence for my own uſe, 

which I now tranſmit to you for the ſa- 
tisfact'on of the public, and on which 
you are at liberty to make what remarks 
you think proper, or to leave every reader 


to make his own. You will obſerve 1 


have taken this affair merely as it was 
conſidered, immediately relative to Mr. 
Rous, and as the affairs of the company 
were naturally interwoven with his juſtit:- 


cation; but {ſhould be glad if you will in 
your remarks bring 1t down to the pre- 


ſent time. 


The two grand objects of the com- 


pany, even from the time of commen- 
cing the negotiation, under Mr. Pitt's 
adminiſtration, have conſtantly been: 

1. A total excluſion of the F rench 


| from Bengal, where the company enjoy 
| extenſive and valuable poſſeſſions, and 
from whence they derive their moſt pro- 


fitable trade. 
2. In the reſtitution af Php, territo- 
ries, to fix ſuch a period as would leave 


them nothing more than places of trade, 


without a fingle acquiſition of territory 
by conqueſt or grant from the country 
powers, and it was found that the year 


1744 or 1745 would effectually anſwer 
this purpoſe. FS 


86 3 Theſe 
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Theſe views of the company were com. 
municated to Mr. Pitt, in a letter from 


the chairman, dated the 27th of July 


1761, and at that time France acquiet- 


ced in what was then propoſed. 


On the 4th of June 1762, a copy of 


the letter, mentioned above, was tran. 
mitted to Lord Egremont, in conle- 


quence of a converſation which had paſ- 


ſed between Mr. Sullivan and his Lord- 


ſhip, in which his Lordſhip had been 
made acquainted with the contents of 


that letter, and had deſired to ſee a copy 


it. 
On the 22d of June, Mr. Dorrien and 


Mr. Sullivan had a converſation with Lord 
Egremont, in which his Lordſhip obſer- 


ved, on the letter to Mr, Pitt, that it 
conveyed the outlines of a plan of pacik- 


cation; but he ſhould be glad, in the 


moſt diſtin manner, to know the com- 
pany's expectations, and particularly, it 
they were ready, in return for excluding 
the French from Bengal, to give them 
back all their other Comptoirs; to which 
he was anſwered, that the chairman and 
deputy. would obtain powers from the 
court of directors for the tranſaction of 
this affair; which method his Lordſhip 
ſeemed to approve; but when he was 
5 reminded, on deſiring that their ſentiments 


4 | might 


* 
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might be delivered at large in writing, 
that the French ſhould be the firſt pro 
ſers, he declared, That the ngen 


| ſhould not be made acquainted with the 


ropoiittons made by the French, though 
before the whole was concluded, the gen- 
tlemen in the direction ſhould know their 
objections. | 
The gentlemen were repeatedly aſked, 
by Lord Egremont, if the company would 
be ſatisfied with excluding the French 


from Bengal (which, his Lordſhip ſaid, 


he believed they would not ſubmit to) 
and granting them all their factories and 
former poſſeſſions on the Coromandel 
coalt ? To this; anſwer was made, That 
it was meant the French ſhould; in that 
caſe, poſſeſs all which they had poſſeſſed 
before the year 1745, but no grant what- 
ſoever ſince that period; and that they 
alſo meant to exclade the donations to 
Mr. Duplex and others. They kewiſe 
expreſſed their wiſhes, that both compaz 
nies - might be prevented from making 
war with each other, or, ad leaſt, that the 
French might be limited to a certain 
number of troops: the firſt of which his 
Lordſhip declared to be impoſſible; and 
the latter to be ſuch an indignity as no 
nation would bear. ; 


6.4 - On 
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On the 24th of June, the chairman 
deputy, and Mr. Sullivan, in conſe. 
quence of the preceding day's converſa- 


tion, agreed on the outlines of a plan to 


be drawn up, as the private ſentiments 
of thoſe three gentlemen, which the chair- 


man was deſired to communicate to Lord 


Egremont. 


On the 25th of June, . Lord Egcelnont 


received this viper from the chairman, 


and ſaid it was ſufficient for his private 
information; but at the ſame time faid 


he apprehended the French would not be 


Prevailed upon to give up the * 
trade. 


On the 9th of July, Mr. Wood, de- 


puty ſecretary of ſtate, had a meeting at 


the India Houſe, with the chairman . and 
deputy ; at which he told them, That 


Lord Egremont expected a very regular 


plan of the company's expectations to be 
laid before him; and they had converſa· 
tion concerning India. 

On the 16th of July, Mr. Wood came 
again to the India-Houſe, and informed 
the chairman and deputy, That he had 
directions to lay before them his Lord- 


ſhip's ſentiments, relative to the conver- 


ſation of the gth in. writing; which he 


did, by a letter delivered to them then, 
i bur dated the gth of TP in which was 


con- 
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contained, That Lord Egremont having 
been informed, by Mr. Wood, that thoſe 
gentlemen underſtood the only matter 
relative to the intereſts of the company, 
as far as they become an object in future 
negotiation with France, to be contained 

in Mr. Sullivan's letter to Mr. Pitt, his 
Lordſhip conſidered that as the only mat- 
ter lying before him from the ſecret com- 
mittee, and that every thing elſe com- 
municated, or that had paſſed in conver- 
ſation, was not to be made uſe of- inti- 
mating, that it might not be amiſs for 
the ſecret committee to be provided with 
the neceſſary powers, and to digeſt their 
thoughts relative to the intereſts of the 
company, ſo far as they might become 
an object of conſideration for his Majeſty's 
miniſters, when the two crowns ſhould 
come to treat of thoſe affairs. 

On the 21ſt of July; agreeable to what 
had been ſettled by the ſecretary of 
{tate, the ſecret committee (conſiſting of 
the chairman, deputy, Mr. Gough, and 
Mr. Tullie) were employed at a court of 

directors, to form a plan for the benefit 
of the company, to be laid before the 
miniſtry, and were alſo empowered to call 
in the aſſiſtance of any other Prep, and 
to report. | 
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130 The NORTH BRITON. 
Soon after the ſecret committee met, 


With Mr. Hume and Mr, Sullivan, when 


thoſe gentlemen deſired time to give their 
thoughts in writing. 


On the 12th of Auguſt, thoſe - two 


gentlemen produced their ſentiments in 


writing; but Lord Clive, who was then 


preſent, not having been prepared, gave 


his opinion only in \ diſcourſe. : 
At theſe and other conſultations Mr. 


Sullivan ſtrongly recommended the gj- 
ving back to the Indian powers the terri- 


tories adjacent to Maſulapatnam, and to 
make Maſulapatnam a neutral city, where 
each company ſhould have a factory; but 


neither ſhould be allowed to erect fortifi- 


cations. This was exactly the doctrine 
laid down in his plan above-mentioned. 
On the 1ſt of September, at a court 
of directors, the chairman, after commu- 
nicating the proceedings of the ſecret 


committee, intimated to the court, that 
leſt more conſiderable offers ſhould be ex- 
pected, the ceſſion of the territories of 
Maſulapatnam unto the Subah of the 
Deckan had been thought of, for render- 


ing the terms of which the plan conliſted 


more admiſſible to the miniſtry ; but 
that the ſecret committee, not apprehen- 
ding themſelves juſtified in coming to any 
reſolution in ſo material a point, he de- 
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ſired the ſentiments of the court there- 
upon; and the court, after mature de- 


bate, unanimouſly agreed (excepting the 


deputy chairman, and another gentleman) 
that 1t was not proper to give up to the 
country powers the revenues of Maſula- 
patnam, amounting to 50, ooo l. a year; 


and that therefore 1t ſhould be no part of 
the plan to be laid before che govern- 


ment. 

The above reſolution was birne at 
the next court of directors. 

The plan, which had been approved by 
the court of directors on the firſt of Sep- 
tember, was left by the chairman at Lord 
Egremont's office on the 4th. It con- 
fiſted of twelve articles, ſubmitted with 
the greateſt humility to the conſidera- 
tion of the miniſtry, enforced with the 


ſtrongeſt arguments, and fo clearly 


worded, explicitly commented on, that 
it was impoſſible the miniſtry ſhould not 


have the cleareſt ideas of the company” 8* 


intereſts in India. a 

In conſequence of delivering in chis 
Ps a letter was received from Mr. 
deputy ſecretary Wood, dated the 11th 
of September, importing Lord Egre- 
mont's diſappointment 1 in not finding it uch 


lights in it, as might facilitate what he 


has extremely at heart, which is to pro- 
cure 
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cure the moſt advantageous terms poſlible 


for the company, when a peace ſhall be 


concluded. His diſappointment in not 


ſeeing ſuch a confidential communication 
of their real expectations, as he thought 
the government entitled to, from the 
ſupport afforded to the company during 
the war —his obſervation, that if the 


company aſked more than they expected 
to get, they not only laid a very uſeleſs 


load on the ſecretary of ſtate, who was 
diſpoſed to get even more than they aſked, 


was it poſſible, but alſo confined and 


clogged the beſt intentions in their fa- 


your—his declaration — notwithſtanding 
his ſincere regard for the company, as 


a part of the whole, not to loſe ſight of 


the latter great object for any partial 


conſiderations, Mr. Wood's private 
opinion—that ſhou'd the ſecretary of ſtate 
find it impoſſible to keep up to the ſen- 


timents of the ſecret committee, with 
regard to what 1s to be inſiſted upon, the 


company would find it full as difficult to. 


ſucceed in a negotiation, which they ſeem 


deſirous of managing themſelves. _ 
. On the 16th of September the chair- 
man waited on Lord Egremont, in order 


to obtain an explanation of Mr. Wood's 


letter of the 11th. His Lordſhip expreſ- 


ſed great pleaſe in regard to the ſen- 


timents 
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timents of the ſecret committee, which 
had been tranſmitted to him; and when 
he was aſſured by the chairman of the 


diſpoſition of the directors to do every 


thing in their power to facilitate an accom- 
modation with France, and was intreated 
to point out in what manner the directors 
might be able to promote that good pur- 
poſe His Lordſhip——declined giv- 
ing any anſwer. But although his Lord- 
ſhip was backward in declaring his ſen- 
timents, his ſecretary was not at all ſo; 
and very freely and without reſerve char- 
ged the chairman with chicanery and deal- 
ing uncandidly with the government. 
Thus treated without doors, and beſet 
(to ſay no more) within, the ſecret com- 


. mittee began ſeriouſly to conſider what 
mignt be th e conſequence of the compa- 


ny's being deſerted by the miniſtry in the 


negociations of peace. They conſidered 


of alterations and new propoſitions, which 


might be more favourably received by the 


miniſtry, and reſolved once more to take 
the opinion of the court of directors upon 
the point of giving up to the country 
powers the revenues of Maſulapatnam, 


_ notwithſtanding the reſolutions of the two 


former courts. By this time the court 
of directors took the alarm, they ſaw to 
what a precarious ſituation the company 

5s 5 would 
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would be reduced if they were not in- 
cluded in the peace, and therefore, in 
hopes of obviating all farther difficulties, 
they determined, though by a very ſmall 
- majority, to agree to a paper laid before 
them on the 22d of September, for 
_ reſtoring theſe revenues and territories 
to the country powers. This paper was 
left by Mr. Dorrien at I.ord Egremont's 


office, on the zoth, under the title of 


the farther ſentiments of the ſecret com- 
mittee, ſubmitted to the miniſtry, being 
a ſupplement to their ſentiments or the 
fourth. 

The firſt notice Alten of chis paper of 
che 29th of September, was in a letter to 
Mr. Dorrien from Mr. Wood, dated the 
16th of October; in which he mentions 
that a hurry of buſineſs had prevented his 
returning, agreeable to Lord Egremont's 
order, the above-mentioned paper, and 
that he ſhould be glad to put it into the 
chairman's or deputy's hands, and explain 
why it was of no uſe, concluding with 
| theſe remarkable words—his - Lordſhip 
not chuſing to meddle where he may do 
harm, or where it is s put out of his power 
to do good. 

In a ſubſequent eee e between 
Mr. Wood and Mr. Dorrien, on the 20th 
of October, Mr. Wood declared he had 
orders 


orders from Lord Egremont to ſay, that 
—as this was the firſt time the government 
had taken upon themſelves to make a 
peace for the Eaſt-India company, he 
expected they would have acted with 
candour and opennefs to him; but as he 
found they had only a mind, to throw off 
a weight from their own ſhoulders and 
burthen his Lordſhip with it, he was 
determined not to ſubmit to fach uſage, 
as it was no part of his duty to ſettle a 
peace for the company, but had only 
offered it in regard to them, and that 
the propoſals firſt delivered were ſuch as 
he ſhould have been aſhamed to offer to 
the French miniſtry. That the ſupple- 
ment being delivered ſo long as twenty-ſix 
days after the firſt memorial, Lord Egre- 
mont did not think proper to regard it: 
had both come together, the plan might 
have been reaſonable. He added, that, 
it had in the general preliminaries been 
propoſed to France to reſtore her Comp- 
toirs or factories on the coaſt of Malabar 
and Coromandel, as alſo in Bengal, and 
a trade allowed them up the Ganges, but 
that they ſhould raiſe no fortifications at 
the latter place, nor be ſuffered to have 
any armed force there: this they had 
agreed to, but with their uſual artifice, 
an _ all their * inſtead of 
r 
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their comptoirs, ſhould be reſtored ; which 
word having a great latitude, he, Mr. 


Wood, adviſed Lord Egremont by no 


means to admit of — That the above 
memorial being delivered in the interim, 
his Lordſhip had dropt making any reply, 
and there tlie affair reſted; but that his 
| Lordſhip had entruſted: him, in caſe he 
met with any gentleman in the direction 
he thought proper to open it to, to ſay, 
that notwithſtanding he had declined 


taking any thing upon himſelf, yet, if 


the company would prepare one general 
article to be inſerted in the Preliminaries, 
his Lordſhip would try to ſerve them 
After ſome diſcourſe, Mr. Wood himſelf 
drew up the following article, which the 
deputy chairman deſired he might lay 
before the ſecret committee, as he could 
not without their conſent venture to agree 
to anything of himſelf. 

All the comptoirs taken in India, either 
by the French, or Engliſh, to be reſtored. 
The French and Engliſh to have nothing 
more than factories at Maſulapatnam: 
the town and its dependences, to be 
reſtored to the Nabob; an hundred ſoldiers 
to be kept if thought proper by each 
nation, for protection of trade. 

The French, though reſtored to the 
trade of the Ganges, and to mere RO 

for 
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for that purpoſe, are to have no troops or 


_ fortifications there. - - h 
After this, Mr. Wood deckived that 


Lord Egremont could not meddle any 


farther, nor deviate in the leaſt from the 
article the company ſhould propoſe, and 


that in caſe they were left out by being 
unreaſonable in their demands, the blame 
muſt fall upon themſelves, and his Lord- 


ſnip ſnould not poſtpone the public peace 
on their account, if the other terms could 
be ſettled: he then deſired that what the 

company had to offer might be delivered 
on Friday morning before ten o' clock, 
this being Wedneſday; there being a. 


council appointed for that- day, and he 


did not doubt but he ſhould prevail 28 . 


Lord Egremont to receive it. 


This converſation and article were 


taken into conſideration by the ſecret 


committee, on the 2 1ſt of October, and 
on the 22d the chairman and deputy 


waited on Lord Egremont, and requeſted 


farther time, that the ſecret committee 


might conſider the terms to be offered in 
behalf of the company, according to this 
(curious) article, drawn up, and deli- 


vered by Mr. Wood. His bor hs | 


readily acquieſced with this requeſt, an 


| faid, he would fend them the article to 
be propoſed, for their conſideration, ſub- 


ject 
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ject to ſuch alterations, as they ſhould 


think proper, which ſhould be ſent to 


the court of France, and then the com- 
mittee ſhould be made acquainted with 
the reſult thereof, and be informed from 
time to time, what paſſed on the ſubject. 

The chairman and deputy expreſſed 
their concern in having incurred his 
Lordſhip's diſpleaſure, by not fully 
anſwering the expectations of government 
in the memorial offered by the ſecret 
committee. To\which his Lordſhip an- 
ſwered, he would argue the caſe coolly 
and without reſentments; but that he 


thought the committee were not candid 


in offering ſuch terms, as they could not 


expect the French to comply with. The 


chairman and deputy then entered into 
the views of that memorial, and repre- 


ſented the great danger of reſtoring to 


the French the territories they had 


formerly poſſeſſed in the Carnatic, as the 
company: would thereby riſque the great 
debt due to them from the Nabob, after 
having engaged in a long and expenſive 
war, to prevent the French from aggran- 
diſing themſelves, according to Mr. Dup- 
lex's "ambitious views. That theſe con- 


ſiderations induced the company to give 


it as their real ſentiments, that the 
F rench ought to be reſtored _ wy 
| ate 
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| ſtate they were in on that coaſt before the 
year 1744, and confined as much as poſ- 
 fible to a mercantile ſyſtem; and at the 


fame time to remove a ſubje& of future 
diſſentions, they had been induced to re- 


linquiſh their own pretentions to Maſula- 


patnam, thinking likewiſe that this offer 


might prevent any obſtacle to the general 
peace; to which his Lordſhip replied, 


he could ſee no reaſon for ſuch à con- | 


ceſſion, nor that it would anſwer any 


purpoſe; however, at leaſt, it ought to 


be kept in reſerve. 
At eight o'clock, the very fame night 


(Friday the 22d of October) a meſſage 


was ſent by Mr, Wood, in writing, to 
the chow, inclo he following 
preliminary article, by Jord Egremont's 


order, and lignifying at the ſame time 


that his lordihip would diſpatch his meſ- 
ſenger on the morrow night, or Sunday 
morni 


In the Eaſt- Indies England mall 


<« reſtore to France the ſeveral comptoirs 


« which that crown had before the pre- 


„ ſent war, on the coaſt of Coromandel 
_ © and Malabar, as well as in Bengal; 
but the comptoirs in this laſt part of 


India ſhall not be reſtored, but on 
condition that his Moſt Chriſtian Ma- 


.: 08 jeſty e himſelf not to erect any 


00 forti- 


mY 


8 5 8 SR — — 2 - — — - —— — . ä — 4 _ —— = — 1 = —— _ K 
8 - 2 ns Cm p >< IX Yn dads — 9 . = _ — a = 4 . * DEL FE - S : bs E e — _ 
2 — 2 9 Io, - £ ; — . — yo r * 3 AS . — — ——— Ne Et - — - : mens Wet ——— — — — 
- . — — 8 — — 2 ——— — — 2 — K — — n — — — — 
— del rx angry 232 ů 2 wer — * rs — = FD —_—_ = = — Nr — EXD 2 —— . _— — OY — =P - 5 
Is my —— _ k . — - 2c — * — — — — - - = — — — — . des irs" l 
— — — —— —— e 2 no et ng we. — 1 Ia: bp > gan _ — = — — * . — — . 1 —. — 5 — ——— 
* Nr and — — e 23> — — N = NEL CI — — —ů—ů— See — EINE — ö — — —— 
- - a ** = — on — ——- D - D = — i * FI» ; PRE: r — 
„ 


* 
— - _— * s — 4 — 7 
2 — — 5 
——— —„—: —uYm 


woo 0 me ＋ 8 ng = - . — ps 

; 4 < WT. 5 
. Q DF r 
2 — — — — 


—— 
— 1 


— 
— 


—— . 
33 


————— — 


n 
— 2 — 


in the Pond. of uti i poſfidetis now ſet down 
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e fortification, nor entertain any troops 


there, and the Moſt Chriſtian King 
** engages to reſtore to the King of 


60 Gat Britain all the conqueſts, "that 


ce 


may have been made by the French 
forces over the Engliſh in the Eaſt 
Indies.“ 

This article thus ſent down late at 
night, and on which no further time for 
deliberation was given than the next day, 


c 


= 


was laid before the ſecret committee 
aveut noon, on Saturday the twenty 


third of October. It was in vain to hope 
for any alteration in reſpect to Bengal, 


and equally in vain to mention the year 


1744 as the Period of reſtitutions, and 
extremely difficult to fix a preciſe meaning 
to the word Comptoirs, which (if it in- 


cluded ſettlements, factories and poſleſ- 


ſions) would inſtantly reſtore to France 
that immenſe extent of trade, territory 
and power, which nothing but providence 
had prevented, after the commencement 
of the war, from SENG utter ruin on 
our company. 

In this dilemma all chat the ſecret 


committee could do, and more, indeed, 
than they could expect to ſucceed in, 


according to the preſent humour of the 
miniſtry, was to make ſome alterations 
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to them; and with this view they came 


to 4 reſolution to return the article al- 
tered as follows : 


« In the Eaft-Indies England mull re 


« ſtore to France the ſeveral {ſettlements 


« which that crown had at the com- 


« mencement of the preſent war between 


« the two companies in India, viz. in 
« 1749, On the coaſts of Coromandel, 
« and Malabar, in the condition they 
« ſhall be found ; and alſo the comptoirs 
they had in Bengal. But theſe reſto- 
« rations ſhall not be made but on con- 
« dition that his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty 
* renounces all claim to ſubſequent ac- 
« quiſitions, and obliges himſelf not to 
« erect any fortification, nor entertain 
« any troops in Bengal; and the Moſt 
+ Chriſtian King engages to reſtore to 
« the King of Great Britain all the con- 
* queſts that may have been made by 
the French forces over the Engliſh in 
the Eaſt- Indies.“ 
The committee alſo ſent up, at che 
ſame time, two articles, which they in- 
treated might be made part of the Pre- 
liminaries, or be conſidered in the gene- 
ral treaty, 
Ihe firſt related to acknowledgi ing the 
rights of the preſent Subah of the * 
kan, and the Nabob of the CO 
ds 1 


=" 


— 2 — 


— — PO IR _ 
ed EIS 2 
—— Tot Fa 


226 — 


— 
— 
— —v— — 


—— 
a * — 2 


— — 
— — — 
— — 


—— > rr 
- eee re — ne. 
— — — — . = 


N 
1 
1 
* 
7 
* 
4 * 
: 
1 
k 
io” 
' 
n 
7 
* 
* 
* * 
3 
k 
2 
4 
% 
i 
5 
5 
{| 
! 
£ 
L 
41 
: 
! 
. 
1 
N 
1 


— 
: 


as - 


142 The NORTH BRITON. 


The ſecond, to the reſtoration of the 


Chineſe families and ſlaves carried from 
Bencoolen by the Count d'Eſtaign, and a 


reimburſement of the charges incurred 


by the Engliſh company, on account of 
the French priioners of war. A letter 
was alſo approved by the committee, and 
deſigned by the chairman and deputy, in 
which all ambiguity of expreſſion was 


carefully avoided, and the reaſons of the 


ſeveral alterations in the Preliminary Ar- 


ticles plainly and forcibly laid down. 


On Sunday the 24th of October, the 


chairman received a meſſage from Mr. 


Wood, deſiring to have ſome converſa- 
tion wich him that day, or next morning. 
The chairman accordingly waited on him, 
and was told, There having been no ac- 


tual war in India between the two com- 


panies, in the year 1749, that thoſe 


words, © the preſent war,” ſeemed im- 


proper: it was therefore agreed, That 


the commencement of hoſtilities ſhould 


be inſerted in their ſtead, which would 
cure the impropriety without altering the 
ſenſe of the article. 

On Monday the 25th, at ten at night, 
the chairman received a letter at Hack- 
ney, from Mr. Wood, incloſing the ar- 


ticle thus altered, in point of expeſſion 


only, and deſired an immediate anſwer, 


Whe- 


eſ 


was diſregarded, 
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Whether it was agreeable to the chair- 


man's idea, as explained the preceding 
day ? This article being the ſame as ſeen _ 


in the preliminary laid before the public, 


was returned to Mr. Wood, exactly as 


received with a remonſtrance in his letter 
in favour of the country powers, which 

This, Sir, is the ſubſtance of what 
Mr. Rous delivered in vindication of his 
conduct; and however clear and full it 
was then thought, and muſt now appear 
to a conſidering reader, who will connect 


and weigh the parts of it together, ſo as 
to form a true judgment of the whole; 
yet, as it is of ſome length, and of a com- 
plicated nature, I think it would not be 


amiſs, in your next paper, to throw to- 
gether ſome general remarks on theſe 


tranſactions, not only as they relate to 
that gentleman's juſtification, but as they 
regard the intereſts of the company. I 
am, „ 


STR, 


Your very humble ſervant, 


A PROPRIETOR. 


The North Briton will, with the oreat- 


eſt chearfulneſs, comply with the requeſt 


of 
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of his correſpondent, and on Saturday 


next will not only conſider the Juſtifica- 
tion of a worthy individual, and the in- 


tereſt of a reſpectable company, but like- 
wiſe dare (for what ſhall not truth dare?) 


to pay his moſt humble reſpects to the 


miniſter, together with his High and 1 


Mighty Le] Mr. Wood. 1 1 


THE 


NORTH BRIT 0 N. 


No. 46. 


Saroxpav, November 12, 1763. 


bed guanto ille magis formas J vertat in 


omnes, 


7. anto, nate, nes contende tenacia vincla. 
Vino. 


gine a more 


general ſatisfaction and more lively 
joy than appeared among all ranks of 
men in the beginning of the laſt ſpring, 
when our moſt excellent ſovereign gract- 
* congeKended to gratify the —_— 5 

0 
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oc his people, by removing the Earl of 
f Bute from the poſt of Firſt Commiſſioner 
of the Treaſury, England had long 


. ſmarted under the moſt racapious acts of 
) oppreſſion and tyranny, which were fre- 
0 quently, ſometimes very wantonly, exer- 
1ciſed by that inſolent, over- bearing mi- 
| niſter. A general confuſion had been 


introduced into every department of the 
| ſtate; but the finances in particular, be- 
cauſe that was the province he had pecu- 
© larly made his dwn, were almoſt ruined. 
The national faith, which had been ſo 
celebrated in former times, began to be 
held in contempt, and one of our allies 
made no ſcruple to upbraid our miniſters _ 
with an abſolute breach of repeated pro- 
miſes, and of ſolemn engagements, Pub- 
lic credit, even ſo early after this glori- 
ous Scottiſh peace, began to droop, and 
foreigners had already taken the alarm. 
The public joy, at the removal of ſo 
corrupt and ſo incapable a miniſter, was 
very univerſal and ſincere ; but alas! the 
days of triumph, on an event which had 
lo long been the object of our moſt ar- 
dent wiſhes, were few and clouded. The 1 
nation hoped, as the natural and imme. | i 


| diate conſequence, to have ſeen the reſto- i 
Whig families, the ancient and the only | 


- Ve, WL. - "= real. | 
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real friends of the houſe of Brunſwick, 


The public voice ſeemed to have reached 


the ear of the fovereign. It was not at 
firſt believed that only the name would 
have been changed, and that the admi- 
nitration of affairs could be entruſted to 
three known, hackneyed tools of that 
very miniſter, who were at one moment 


openly, at another with a little feint, to 


purſue the ſame ſyſtem, the ſame unna- 


tional meaſures : yet, from a temporary 


_ deſpair, this ſoon became the caſe. Res 
ad Triarios rediit. 

Theſe thres political Horatii, almoſt 
immediately after the removal of the 
Scot, obtained a pretty explicit declara- 
tion in their favour, and at once leagued 
together, not for the ſalvation, but for 
the plunder of the ſtate, for the main- 
tainance of their own power, and the ſe- 


curing to themſelves, their relations, and 


even new-born babes, the moſt defirable 
poſſeſſions and reverſions in the king- 
dom, in our conqueſts and our colonies. 


Not one of theſe men poſſeſſed, in the 


ſmalleſt degree, the affections, or even 


the good opinion of the people. They 


ſermed content to bear the curſes of their 
country, provided they could ſhare among 
themſelves the moſt lucrative offices of 
the ſtate. The pride and inſolence of 
one 


— 


. . 
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one of them, was never equalled by any 
of his countrymen, and had before made 


him as univerſally odious in private, as 


he ſoon became in public life. A ſavage 


diſpoſition, and brutal manners, which 
_ early appeared in his juvenile pleaſures, 
were joined in him to that ſpirit of de- 


ſpotiſm and cruelty, ſo characteriſtic of 
the whole Stuart line, the love of which 


his father, if he did not inculcate into 


his children, had yet carried with him 


quite through life. An ignorance Tearce- 


ly to be credited, and a muliſhneſs, which 


could never be conquered, rendered him 
the contempt of all, who were ſo unhap- 
py 23 to be under a neceſſity of attending 


upon him But he has paid the debt 
to nature, and is gathered to the dull of 
ancient days.—The other Lord has 
been ſaid to concur very unwillingly in 
the proſecution of the ſame odious 
ſchemes : but the ſtate of affairs at home, 
and the neceſſity of regular quarterly 
payments, drove him to an entire acqui- 
eſcence with every meaſure preſcribed.— 


As to the commoner, he was choſen, 


becauſe he had gone through the ſeveral 


departments of government, was univer- 


ſally acknowledged to be the dulleſt and 


moſt laborious pack-aſs of the ſtate, and, 


H 2 N 
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in his vouth, had ſeen a little practice i in - 
law proceedings. He was therefore pitch- 
ed upon to ſuggeſt the various modes of 
carrying into execution the many pro- 
jected acts of oppreſſion, and at the ſame 
time keeping juſt to the windward of the 
law, or within the letter of an act of par- 
liament. He was the true author of the 
moſt grievous part of that cruel Act for 
the new exciſe on Cyder and Perry, by 
which the Exciſe officer has forced his 
way even into private houſes, on this 
ſide the Tweed; for ſuch is the partiality 
of this tax, that i it will affect only a few 
Engliſh counties, but not one Scottiſh. 
It muſt be owned, that no man was ever 
fitter for the buſineſs he undertook. He 
has no paſſions. A perfect apathy reigns 
in his breaſt, ſave that an overflowing 
of the gall is now and then a good deal 
troubleſome to himſelf, though very little 
to any other perſon. He is incapable of 
pity, ' of remorſe, or even: humanity, and 
indecd, of all” thoſe "fine" feelings nich 
„mem of more delicate ade de ene; 
But reliſh in ſo exquiſite a draiee. 
ſtant gravity'and ſokmn. derer EE. 
. were, of real ſervice 4 3˙ for they 1 mprefſed 
an: idea of, dignity and It portaneß g hin dhe | 
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ſions gave him an opportunity of affe&- 

ing a wonderful ſanctity of morals. — 

Tertius è calo cecidit Cato. 5 
Under ſuch an adminiſtration, Is it at 
all ſurpriſing that our affairs at home are 
declining, and our glory abroad ſullied? 
Some few changes have indeed been 
made; but have ſuch men * been 

brought 


* Of theſe men, the moſt infamous in every re- 
ſpe, was the E— of S———, He had paſſed 
huis youth in fo abandoned and profligate a manner, 

that, when he arrived at the middle age of life, he 
did not, in the opinion of the world, remain in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the ſmalleſt degree of virtue or honour. 
His conduct, with reſpe& to women, was not only 
looſe and barefaced, but a e mean, and tric- 
king. He was reftrained by no conſiderations of pri- 
vate character, nor checked by any regard to public 
decorum. Frauds of the loweſt nature, inforced by 
perjuries and falſhoods, were his only arts. With 
reſpect to men, he had early loſt every ſentiment of 
huonour, and was grown exceedingly neceſſitous from 
the variety of his vices, as well as rapacious from 
the luft of gratifying them. Nature denied him 
wit, but gave him a ſpecies of buffoonery of the 
loweſt kind, which was ridiculous in a man of 
faſhion, and fit only for the dregs of the people. 
In bufineſs he was flow, tedious, and dull. He 
was ſent, on the part of England, to conclude the 
peace at Aix-la-Chapelle, in 1748 z where 
e made ſuch childiſh blunders, that an able and 
experienced miniſter was obliged to be ſent from 
Vienna on purpoſe to do the buſineſs of the Pleni- 
potentiary. 2 declared, on his * 
4 15 | | * | at 
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brought in as has had the confidence of 
the nation? I will venture to affirm that 
a more univerſal diſcontent never ap- 
peared among the people than at preſent. 
We were told, that by the late peace a 
full ſecurity was obtained for our Ameri- 

can colonies. Is that the fat? The 
numbers of our fellow ſubjects baſely 


murdered in the time of this profound 
ous peace, give the lye to the flatter- 


addreſſes of ſome vile hirelings in 


7 their mother country, and demand venge- 
arice on the mmiſters, who have ſo ſcan- 


. dalouſly neglected, and left in a ſtate of 


ecunep, not ae our new conqueRRs, 


that no ons point of eat importance had been ſettled. 
Even the uſual and neceffary forms of the ratifications 


of former treaties had been omitted, by which our 
greateſt commercial advantages, particularly with 
Spain, would have been ſacrificed. ' Since that * 
riod, to the 2 year, L---- 8 — was laid 


aſide, as totally unfit for any arduous or even ſeriqus 


buſineſt, nor has any thing g of moment been, by any 
adminiſtration, truſted to bim alone.” ; Almoſt Every 
* . t. * 


good man having 


State of the Northern dep — wer, p ut into his 
_ hands; and the nation, from t 4 moment, ſaw tha 
* Meas vn bn were determiyted to fi = dead! 
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but our moſt valuable colonies. Thoſe 
are made a prey to the rapacity of four 
hungry Scattiſh governors; thele arc lets 
expoſed to the barbarity of ſavages, whom 
the intrigues of our new. friends, the 
French, and repeated injuries from our 
own people, have, at length, armed 
againſt us. As to the merit of. three. of 
theſe gentlemen, I am a perfect ſtranger : 
the demerit of the Governor of Quebec,, 
the world has ſeen; for he had very 
nearly loſt the moſt important well 
we made during the whole: war; a con- 
queſt purchaſed with the blood of one of 
our farſt heroes, the immortal Wolfe. 
Among the variety of new meaſures, 
which this nation muſt ever deplore, the 
appointment of military men 5 civil go- 
vernments is not the leaſt to be lamen- 
ted: a policy reſerved for ſuch puny po- 
hticians, as we have ſeen taken from the 
Cocoa and Arthur's, to make miniſters 
of, and which is deſervedly become 
ridicule af all Europe. 1 only fur- 
2 If ne on 1 HB go at the Pn 
ality of thefe appoi er) 
government bete ane Nag | 
marks the ſame hand San and Bells 
to Engtand; which inſtead of höldmg the- 
fair balance, has, by viclence a 
ſtice, kept down 6 one ſcale, and ir 
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other kick the beam. A Gazette ſo late 
as that of Saturday * the 8th of Octo- 
ber, muſt convince every man, that even 
now Scottiſh influence 1s not at an end, 
and that all pretences of that kind, whe- 
ther they are made by men in or out of | 
power, are captious and deluſive. 

As to our affairs at home, I am free to 
declare that almoſt the only healthy 
ſymptom of the ſtate ſeems. to me the 
noble ſpirit exerted by our countrymen 
in the counties of Devon, Cornwall, &c. 
The ſummer has not paſſed 1 in inglorious | 


N The King has been: pleaſed to conſtitute and ap- 
oint the Honourable James Murray, Eſq; to be his 
5 's Captain General and Governor in Chief 


1 55 over his n s province. of * 


America, MEN 2G 7 

The King has- been pleaſed to confiicate and ap- 1 
point James Grant, -Eſq; to be his Majeſty's Cap- 
tain 


The King has been pleaſed to conftitute and ap- 


_ ow 93 Johnſtone, Eſq; to be his Majeſty's 


_— and Governor in Chief in and over 
his Maje ovince of Weſt Florida in America. 
"The | Kg has pleaſed to conſtitute and 14 
int Robert Melvill, TY to be his Majeſty's Ca 
dein General and Governor in Chief in and over 
Majetty' iſlands of Granada, the Grenadines, 


| 5 minico, St. Vincent, and Tobago in America 3 a 
of all other iſlands and territories adjacent thereto, 


and which now are, or heretofore have been EW 
- en. e e 
. eaſe 


1 and Governor in Chief i in and over 
his Majeſty's province of Eaſt Florida in America. 
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eaſe, neither in the Weſt nor the South 
of this oncẽ happy iſland, and I truſt that 
the holy flame of liberty, which has glow- 
ed in the hearts of many, will be cau — 
by all the repreſentatives of this free 
country. Parliaments are, by the — 
ſtitution of our government, the guardians 
of liberty. Before them it is the duty 
of the people to lay their grievances, and 
it then equally becomes the duty of our 
repreſentatives to redreſs them. I have 
therefore no doubt that very early in the 
enſuing ſeſſion of parliament our country- 
men will be delivered from this new bon- 
dage of exciſe, the only badge of ſlavery, 
which this kingdom knows under the 
mild government of the moſt amiable of 
our princes. A Britiſh houſe of commons 
will ever be faithful to the great and 
important truſt repoſed in them by the 
collective body of the people; and wherr 


i the ſenſe of the nation 18 ſo clearly Known, 02 | 


there ought ſurely to be ho 3 in 
any adminiſtration to confort to it SE 25 
neighbouring has a? Has VI. ate 
given us a proof of that conſtiturional 
ſpirit and love of freedom, which hart 
ever diſtinguiſned thoſe true and zealous” we 
Whigs. The Lord Lieutenant of. Ae 
land, by ſeveral leading paſſages in his 8 
ſpeech to parliament; ſeemed ſervilely to 
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beg their approbation of the late peace. 


He vainly hoped that his fycophant court 
language would be ecchoed back in the 
addreſs; but an honeſt houfe of commons 


there, greatly fuperior to all undue influ- 


ence, would give no congratulation on 
ſuch a peace, nor proſtitute the words 


glorious, honourable, or adequate, to 


what has diſgraced us to all the world. 
On the contrary, thoſe generous ſons of 
freedom, embarked in the ſame noble 
cauſe with ourſelves, declare in an ani- 
mated manner, that they chearfully ſup- 


ported ſuch heavy burthens during the 
continuance of the late ſucceſsful war, 
and in the coldeſt way, but juſt mention 
the re-eſtabliſhment of a general peace 


The parliaments of France likewiſe have 
in the courſe of the ſummer ſet an exam- 
ple of freedom, which ſome other king- 


doms would do well to imitate, and. have 


_ preſented fuch memorials as the freeſt 
fate in Europe might be proud to own. 
They have not been afraid to declare that 
the piety, the honour, the juſtice of their 
King had been ſurprized, that his ſolemn 
promiſes, and ſacred word, had been 
violated. They have dared to approach 
the throne with the boldeſt and moſt 
unwellcome truths, and have made bad 
miniſters tremble. They have befides 
_ e drawn 


F £K,_T0ST93 RR... 


an 


The NORTH RBITON. 133 
drawn ſuch faithful pictures of the extreme 
miſeries of their bleeding country, as 
muſt confound our miniſterial hirelings ; = 


and the various facts they mention de- 
monſtrate the total inability of France ta 


continue the war. Her credit was entirely. 


loſt, and her marine annihilated. How ſhe 


has ſince recruited, and in what a ſtate 


of recovery her finances are, we mult I 
fear too ſoon with anguiſh experience. 


This is the more to be lamented, becauſe 


the public ſecurities of thig kingdom 


have fallen. ſo low, that foreign nations 


begin to loſe all opinion of that credit on 
whoſe broad baſis our commerce aroſe, 
and encreaſed to a magnitude, which has 
raiſed the admiration and envy of all other 
ſtates. The public funds in a very few 


months, in this early dawning of peace, 


have fallen above 14 per cent. England 


appears now in danger of ceaſing to be 


the great mart, the centre, of the com- 


merce and riches of the world, from the 
fluctuating ſtate of her public credit. 
That beautiful and wondrans fabric, the 
work of ages, the pride and glory of 
Britain, as well as the jealoufy of her 
moſt powerful neighbours, which has 
ſurvived two deſperate Scottiſh rebellions, 


ſeems at laſt doomed to fall a ſacrifice to 
the en and * of a ſer of 


men, 
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men, formerly the objects of the con- 


tempt and ridicule, now of the abhor- 
rence and hatred of their country. 


GrOROE Mon rie Dov, 
Earl of Halifax, Viſcount Sun- 
bury, and Baron Halifax, one 

of the Lords of his Majeſty's 
Moſt Honourable Privy Coun- 
L. S. cil, Lieutenant-General of his 
Co Majeſty? s Forces, Lord Lieute- 
nant General, and General Go- 


vernor of the Kingdom of Ire- 
land, and Principal N of 


. State, &c. 


HESE are in his Majeſty's name to 
- authorize and require you, taking 
a conſtable to your aſſiſtance, to make 
ſtrict and diligent ſearch for Arthur 


Beardmore, the author or one concerned 


in the writing of ſeveral weekly very 
ſeditious papers, entitled the Monitor, or 


Britiſh Freeholder, No 357, 358, 360, 


373, 376, 378, 379, and 380. London 
printed for J. — and J. Fell, in 


Pater- 


- 
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Pater-noſter-row, which contain groſs 
and ſcandalous reflections and invectives, 
upon his Majeſty's government, and 


upon both Houſes of Parliament; and 
him having found, you are to ſeize and 


apprehend, and to bring, together wit 


his books and papers, in fafe cuſtody, 


before me, to be examined concerning 


the premiſes, and further dealt with 
according to law : In the due execution 


whereof, all mayors, ſheriffs, Juſtices of 


the peace, conſtables and all other, his 
Majeſty's officers civil and military, and 
loving ſubjects whom it may concern, 
are to be aiding and aſſiſting to you, as 


there ſhall be occaſion. And for ſo do- 


ing this ſhall be your warrant. Given at 


St. James's the ſixth day of November 
1762 in the third year of 15 ny = 


reign. 
D UN K HAL LFAX. 


To Nathan Carrington, James | 
Watſon, Thomas Ardran, and 
Robert Blackmore, four of his 
Majeſty's * in Or 
* 


GkORGR 


—— —— ů—— 


— —„—-—-— — ==} -__ — 
"= — * r — . P 2 — I ˙ I 2 a 
— ES — ” 
. ——— rn —— 


— 8 —— — 
A — — — — = — — 
B TT — — 
— — — — et = — 


— 


138 The NORTH BRITON, 


Groß MoxTacu Duxx, Earl 


of Halifax, Viſcount Sunbury, 

and Baron Halifax, one of the 

Lords of his Majeſty's Moſt 
L. S. Honourable Privy Council, 
Lieutenant General of his Ma- 


jeſty's Forces, and Principal 


* of State. 


IESE are in his Majeſty s name to 


authorize and require you, taking 


a conſtable to your aſſiſtance to make 


' ſtrict and diligent ſearch for the authors, 
_ printers and publiſhers. of a ſeditious and 


treaſonable paper, entitled the North 
Briton, No 45, Saturday April 43, 1763. 


Printed, for G. Kearſley, in Ludgate- 
ſtreet, London; and them, or any of 


them having found, to apprehend and 


ſeize, together with their papers, and to 
bring in ſafe cuſtody, before me, to be 
examined concerning the premiſes, ' and 
further dealt with according to law: And 
in the due execution thereof, all mayors, 


ſheriffs, cas of the peace, conſtables. 


and all ore. » Majeſty” s officers civil 


and military, and Hing ſubjects whom 

it may concern, are to be aiding and 
„„ 3 BH ORR ROS bn 

a: iſtins LO VOU as there ſhall be occaſion. 


And. 
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And for ſo doing, this ſhall be your 
warrant. Given at St. James s the i, vary 
ty-ſixth day of April, in the third year 
of his Majefty Reign. 


Signed, DN Halar ax 


Directed to Nathan 8 | 
John Money, James Watſon, 
and Robert Blackmore, four 


of his Majeſty's Meſſengers 
in 8 


Cn ARLES, Earl of Egremont, and 
GEOROE Dunk Earl of Halifax, 


Lords of his Majeity's .Moſt Ho- 
nourable Privy — and Prin- 
cipal Secretaries of 8 


HESE are in his Majeſty” s name to 


authorize and require you, to re- 


ceive into your cuſtody the body of John 
Wilkes, Eſq; herewith ſent you, for 


being the author and publiſher of a moſt 


infamous and ſeditious libel, entitled the 


North Briton, No 45; tending to inflame 
the minds, and alienate the affections, of 
| "the 
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160 The NORTH BRITON. 
the people from his Majeſty, and to excite 
them to traiterous inſurrections againft 


the government; and to Keep him ſafe 
and cloſe, until he ſhall be delivered by 


due courſe of law. And for ſo doing 


this ſhall be your warrant. Given at 


St. James's, the goth day of April, 
1763, in the third year of his Majeſty's 


Reign. 
Signed, 


EGREMONT, L. S. 


DUNK HALIFAX, L. S. 


To the Right Honourable 
John Lord Berkeley of 
Stratton, Conſtable of 


his Majeſty's Tower of 

London, or the Lieu- | PRE 

tenant * of the {aid |... 12 
Tower, or his Deputy. / „ 
; 12 * „ Hate. 
94 . 211 A 0 | 8 2e , 
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WR 
The st. JAMES's CHRONICLE, 
Tnuxkspav, May 5, 1763. 


It is ſaid chat the following ſpeech was 


made by John Wilkes, Eſq; when he 


was brought to the bar of the Court of 
Common Pleas, on Tueſday the 3d of 

May. „ 8 
My Lonp. 


* 


1 Feel myſelf happy to be at laſt brought 
before a court, and before judges, 


whoſe characteristic is the love of liberty. 


I have many humble thanks to return for 


the immediate order you were pleaſed to 


iſſue, to give me an opportunity of laying 
my grievances before you. They are of 
a kind hitherto unparalelled in this free 


country, and I truſt the conſequences will 
teach miniſters of Scottiſh and arbi 
principles, that the liberty of an Engli 


ſubje& is not to be ſported away with 
impunity, in this cruel and defpotic man- 


ner.” 
I am accuſed of being the author of 
the North Briton, No 45. I ſhall only 
ls 6s: 8 remar} 
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remark upon that paper, that it takes 
all load of accuſation from the ſacred 
name of a prince, whoſe family I love 
and honour, as the glorious defenders: of 
the cauſe of liberty, and whoſe perſonal 
quz'ties are fo amiable, great, and re- 
ſpectable, that he is deſervedly the idol 
of is people. It is the peculiar faſhion 
and crime of theſe times, and of thoſe 
who hold high miniſterial offices in go- 
vernazent, to throw every odious charge 
from the nſelves upon Majeſty. The 


author his paper, whoever he may 
bon cdonſtitutional principles, 
done the reverſe, and is therefore 


in 7 8 tlie = Ln author, meant 0 be 


pcriecy ted accordingly. The particular 


CLUES 0% yay treatment, worſe than if 
J had becn, 4 Scottiſh Rebel, this court 
will Rear, and I dare lay, from your Juſ- 
tice, in due time redreſs. 

I may perhaps ſtill have the means lefi 
me, to ſhew thac I have been ſuperior to 
every temptation of corruption. They 
may indeed have flattered themſelves that 
—— they found Corruption could not 
prevail, Perſecution might iatimidate. 1 
will ſhew., myſelf ſaperior to both! 2 
Papers have been ſeized, perhaps with a 
hope, the better to deprive me ef that 


N of their meanneſs, and corrupt 


* 


An 


3 


eee ee 


prodigality, which it may poſſibly, in a 


proper Pace, be yet in my power to give. 


The court, after v very long debates, 
adjourned to Friday May 6, and Mr. 


Wilkes was remanded back to the Tower. 


Veſterday John Wilkes, Eſa; lately 


F R OM 


The st. JAMES's CHRONICLE. 


SATURDAY, May 7. 1763. 


Foam ted. a cloſe . to the 
ower of London, by a warrant of 


commitment 2 the SECRETARIES of 
STATE, was again brought up to the 


he is ee to. have made the e 
N 305; eee An He #:. 


cc 
cc 


ee 


— 


bar of the coùrt of Common Pleas, 


where (as ſoon as the court was ſeated) 


3 


My 3 f 


have pafſed ſo many more days in 
2 as it will have afforded you 
an opportunity of doing, upon mature 
refiaitiogh: and repeated oe the 
| ee the 
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AR be it from me to aces at 1 
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the more ſignal juſtice to my Country. 


(e 


The Liberty of all peers and gentle- 


men, and what touches me more 


ſenſibly, of all the middling and in- 


ferior claſs of the people, which ſtands 


moſt in need of protection, is in m 


caſe this day to be finally decided; up- 
on a queſtion of ſuch 1mportance as 
to determine at once, whether Engliſh 
Liberty be a reality or a ſhadow ! Your 
own freebora hearts will feel with -in- 
dignation and compaſſion all that load 


of Oppreſſion under which I have fo 
long laboured. . Cloſe Imprifonment, 
the effect of premeditated malice ; all 
acceſs for more than two days denied 


to me; my houſe ranſacked and plun- 
dered; my moſt private and fecret 
concerns divulged; every vile and 
malignant inſinuation, even of high 
treaſon itſelf, no leſs induſtriouſſy, 
than falſeſly circulated, by my cruel 
and implacable enemies, together with 
all the various inſolence of office, form 
but a part of my unexampled ill treat. 
ment. Such unhuman principles of 


Star-Chamber tyranny, will, I truft, 


by This Court, upon this ſolemn 
occaſion, be finally extirpated, and 


henceforth every innocent man, how. 


ever poor and unſupported, may hope 


« tg 
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le © to ſleep in peace and ſecurity, in his 
re M © own houſe, unviolated by King's Meſ- 
n- W ſengers, and the arbitrary mandates of 
ds an overbearing Secretary of State. 

ny I will no longer delay Your Juſtice. 
p- © The nation is impatient to hear, nor 
a; can be ſafe or happy, till that is ob- 
1h © tained. If the ſame perſecution is after 
ur *< all to carry me before another court, 
-I hope 1 ſhall find, that the genuine 
dM © ſpirit of Magna Charta, that glorious 
ſo MW © inheritance, that diſtinguiſhing charac- 
t, MW *< teriſtic of Engliſhmen, is as religiouſly - 
ll W © revered There, as I know it is Here, 
d « by the great perſonages, before whom 
n- have now-the happineſs to ſtand ; and 
et « (as in, the eyer memorable caſe of the 


d MW <. impriſoned Biſhops) that an indepen- 
h es Jury of Free- Born Engliſhmen 
„ ©-will/perſiſt to determine my fate, as in 
el * conſcience bound, upon conſtitutional 
ch <wprinciples, by a verdict of Guilty or 
m ceNot Guilty. I aſk no more at the i 
hands of my Countrymen ““ 
After which the court proceeded to | 
give their opinion; and Mr. Wilkes was g } 
ordered to be . Diſcharged. He then | 
addreſſed himſelf, as we are informed, to | | 
the court in the words following: j | 
ROE | li 
My 4 
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My Lox, 


REAT as my joy muſt naturally 
be at the decifion which This 


Code, with a true Spirit of Liberty, 
has been pleaſed to make, concerning 
the unwarrantable ſeizure of my per- 


ſon, and all the other conſequential 


rievances, allow me to aſſure You, 


that I feel it far leſs ſenſibly on my own 


account, than I do for The Public, 


The ſufferings of an individual are a 


trifling object, when compared with 
the Whole, and I ſhould bluſh to feel 
for Myſelf in compariſon with conſide- 


rations of a nature fo T wee 
Superior. 1 
<« vill not trouble you with my poor 


thanks —Thanks are due to you from 
the whole Engliſh nation, and from all 


the ſubjects of the Engliſh Crown. 
They will be paid you, together with 
every teſtimony of zeal and affection to 


the Learned * Serjeant, who has ſo 


Ably, and fo Conſtitutionally pleaded 


my cauſe, and in mine (with pleaſure 


« 99 it) The Cauſe of Liber ty. Every 


60 


* teſtimony of my gratitude is juſtly due 


Mp Serjeant Glynn, 
4 to 


* 
E 
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« to You, and I take leave of This Court 
« with a veneration and reſpect, which 
no time can ooliterate, nor can the 
+ moſt grateful heart ſufficiently expreſs.” 


„ A Syxrcn, faid to have been made by 
> WW John Wilkes, Eſq; on the firſt Day of 
1 the Scfſion, Nov. 15, 1703. 


Mr. SPEAKER, 


Think it my duty to Ey b before ihe 

J houſe a few facts, which have occured 
ſince our laſt meeting, becauſe in my 
humble opinion, which I ſhall always 
ſubmit to this houſe, the rights of all the 
commons of England, and the privileges 
of Parliament, have in my perſon been 
highly violated. I ſhall at preſent con- 
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| BW tent myſelf with barely ſtating the facts, 1 
5 and leave the mode of nan 3 to the | | 
; wiſdom of the houſe. 0 
On the 3oth of April in the morning, bi | 
l was made a priſoner in my own houſe ll 
by ſome of the King's meſſengers. I | 
demanded by what authority they forced 1 

their way into my room, and was ſnewn | 

a warrant in which no perſon was named | | 

in particular, but generally the authors, 10 
Printers, and publiſhers, of a ſeditious | | 
and li 

1 

1 
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and treaſonable paper, entitled the North 
Briton, No 45. The meſſengers inſiſted 
on my going before Lord Halifax, which 
I abſolutely refuſed, becauſe the warrant 
was, I thought, illegal, and did not 
reſpect me. I applied "by my friends to 
the court of Common Pleas for a Habeas 


Corpus, which was granted, but as the 
proper office was not then open, it could 


not immediately iſſue. I was afterwards 
carried by violence before the Earls of 
Egremont and Halifax, whom I informed 
of the orders given by the court of Com- 


mon Pleas, for a Habeas Corpus, and 
when I was ordered into another apart- 


ment, I enlarged a good deal upon this 
ſubject to Mr. Webb, the ſolicitor of 
the Treaſury. I-was however hurried 
away to the Tower by another warrant, 
which declared me the author and pub- 
liſher of a moſt infamous and ſeditious 


libel, entitled the North Briton, No 45. 


The word treaſonable was dropp'd, yet I 
was detained a cloſe priſoner, and no 
_ perſon was ſuffered to come near me for al- 
moſt three days, although my council and 
ſeveral of my friends demanded admit- 
' tance, in order to concert the means of 


recovering my liberty. My houſe was 


plundered, my bureaus broke open by 
order of two of your members, Mr. Weed 
an 
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and Mr. Webb, and all my papers carried 


away. After fix day impriſonment, I 


was diſcharged by the unanimous judg- 
ment of the court of Common Pleas, that 
the privilege of this houſe extended to 


my caſe. Notwithſtanding this ſolemn 
deciſion of one of the King's ſuperior 


courts. of juſtice, a few days after I was 
ſerved with a Subpcena upon an informa- 


tion exhibited againſt me in the King's 


Bench. I loſt no time in conſulting the 
beſt books as well as the greateſt living 


authorities, and from the trueſt judgment 
I could form, I thought that the ſerving 


me with the Subpcena was another viola- 


tion of the privileges of Parliament, 


which I will neither deſert nor betray, and 


| therefore I have. not yet entered an ap- 


pearance. | 


ference the whole caſe to their juſtice and 
wiſdom, and beg leave to add, that if, 


after this important buſineſs has in its 


full extent been maturely weighed, you 


ſhall be of opinion that I am entitled to 


_ privilege, I ſhall then be not only ready, 

but eagerly deſirous 'to wave that privi- 
lege, and to put myſelf upon a Jury of 
my countrymen. 9 85 5 


Vol. III. „ Jourę 


I now ſtand in the judgment | of the 
| houſe, ſubmitting with the utmoſt de- 
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Journals of the Hovsz of Corons, 
Vol. IX. page 697. 


| Lune, 30 die Fanuarii, 1680. - 


Articles of Impeachment of Sir William 
Scroggs Knight, Chiet-Juſtice of the 
Court of King's Bench, by the Com- 
mons, in this prefent Parliament 
aſſembled, in their own Name, and 
in the Name of all the Commons in 
England, of High-Treaſon, and other 
great Crimes and Miſdemeanors. 


IXTHLY, That he the ſaid 


Sir William Scroggs, in farther 
oppreſſion of his Majeſty's liege-people, 
hath, ſince his being made chiet-juſtice 
of the ſaid court of King's Bench, in an 
arbitrary manner, granted divers General 
Warrants, for attaching the perfons, and 
ſeizing the goods of his Majeſty s ſab 
Not Named © or Deſcribed N in 
the ſaid Warrants; by means whereof, 
many of his Majeſty's ſubjects have been 
vexed, their houſes . entered into, and 

they themſelves gricyoully oppreſſed, 
COnrrary to law. 
| Mer- 


Arai 50 die Jener, 1680. 


order, reſumed the adjourned de- 


delivered in to the houſe, againſt Sir 
William Scroggs, Knight, chief juſtice 
of the court of King's Bench. 
The ſixth of the ſaid articles being read, 
Reſolved, nemine e "15: Hg That 


the faid Sir William Scroggs, be im- 


peached upon the ſaid article. 


- FROM 5 

The st. JAMES's CHRONICLE, 

Tuxsbav, May 24, 1763. 
QUERIES. 


Qi Þ HETHER the appre- 
44 henſion of Mr. Wilkes, 


under a warrant without oath, and with- 


out Nunn, is not illegal? 


2. Whether in either of the 
1 which have been iſſued, the 


uſual and neceſſary word Falſe, is to be 
found among the epithets applied to the 


FT 2 ee I 
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HE Houſe then, according to their 


| bate touching the articles of impeachment 


—— — m , ng — 
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| ſuppoſed libel, No 45 of the North 
Briton? 


Qu. 3 Whether every diſingenuous 
and unfair method was not employed by 


the ſecretaries of ſtate to elude the effect 


of the firſt Habeas Corpus ? 
Qu. 4. Whether the commitment of 


Mr. Wilkes to the Tower for a bailable 


offence, and yet for above two days 


preventing any perſon from having acceſs 


to him, was not depriving him of all 


poſſibility of offering bail, and is not 
therefore a direct act of oppreſſion, and a 
violation of the laws of England? 


Qu. 3. Whether the council, rela- 
tions, and friends, of the Lords Lovat, 5 
Kilmarnock, Cromartie, Balmerino, &c. 


committed to the Tower for high treaſon, 
| were not from the firſt moment admitted 
to them? _ 


Qu. 6. Whether the firſt warrant, 
under which Mr. Wilkes's perſon was 


ſeized, his houſe rifled, his locks broke 
open, and his papers carried off, is not 


univerſally allowed to be arbitrary and 
tyrannical? 
Qu. 2. Whether (except in caſes of 


high treaſon) the papers of any Engliſh 


fab} ect ought ever to be ſeized, and 
1 all apparent proof being believed 


10 be deficient, this is not to be deemed” 
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a moſt odious method of fiſhing for 
evidence ? 


Qu. 8. Whether Mr. Wilkes did not 


from the firſt reſt his caſe on the univerſal 
e of the ſubject, and not on privilege 
S 

Qu. 9. Whether che many proſecu- 
tions now carrying on by Mr. Wilkes at 
ſo great an expence, bear the leaſt relation 


to privilege, and whether they are not 


_ clearly in vindication of the liberty, pro- 


perty, domeſtic quiet, and ſecurity of 5 


every Engliſhman ? 


Qu. 10. Whether Mr. Wilkes Was 


admitted to ſee any one of his accuſers, 
and whether there is yet any accuſation 


on oath againſt him, relative to the 


North Briton, No 4 

Qu. 11. When Mr. Wilkes Tas 
not been treated as guilty, though juſtice 
as well as candour would yet pronounce 


him innocent, the law of England never 


preſuming guilt ? 


Qu. 12. Whether ſureties « the 


peace have been demanded or taken from 
any of the perſons ſuppoſed to have been 
concerned in the North Briton, No 45? 


Qu: 13. Whether in all caſes of 


Breach of the peace, the ſubject has not 
a right to be diſcharged from his con- 
1 | finement 
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finement upon giving ſureties of the 


peace, and whether a member of parlia- 


ment can be diſcharged, without g giving - 


them, if demanded * ? 


Qu. 14. Whether every ſubject of 


England is not intereſted in the preſer- 
vation of the privileges of parliament, 


the houſe of commons being the guardians 
of the liberties of the people againft the 
deſpotiſm of 'minifters ? 


Qu. 15. Whether the priviteges of 


Parliament have not been extorted from 


former Kings, and whether they have 


not ever been conſidered as the firmeſt 


barrier of the Engliſh nation againſt the 


encroachment of the crown, when un- 


| happily under the influence of an arbitrary 
miniſter ? 


Qu. 16. Whether any one fact reflec- 


ting upon Mr. Wilkes's private character 
has been yet aſcertained, and whether (as 
| in the Wincheſter falſhood of Lord Bute”s 
fon) any proof whatever has been brought 
to ſupport the infamous calumnies, fo 


induftriouſly propagated againft Mr. 


Wilkes? 


Ou. e. Whecker-in/by den e An 


language * the conſtitution, that the 
King can do no wrong, but that ſome 
muſter 1 is reſponſible forthe exerciſe of all 


the 


The NORTH BRITON. 175 
«the royal functions, peace, war, and even 
the darling attribute of _ not 
exempted? 

Qu. 18. Whether the King's Speech 
has not at all times been adviſed and 
made by miniſters, and whether it is not 
the language of every conſtitution, that 
good Kings may be impoſed upon dy 
bad Miniſfers! ? 
Qu. 19. Whether the Liberty of the 
Preſs, which is always deemed the bul- 
wark of our liberties, can ſubſiſt, if there 
be a privileged vehicle of fallacy 1 
Qu. 20. Whether in the North Bri- 
ton, No 45, there appears the leaſt 
intention of villifying the ſecret dignity 
of Royalty, and whether the whole charge 
is not pointed againſt adminiſtration— 
contrary to the opinion of royalty itſelf — 
a Prince of ſo many great and amiable 
qualities, whom England truly reveres 


| —the perſonal character of our preſent. 


amiable ſovereign makes us eafy and 
happy, that fo OF a N is lodged 
in ſuch hands? 


14 Standing 
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9 Standing order of the Houſe of Lords, 
April 18, 1626, 


T* privilege of the Na is, that 
no Lord of Parliament, ſitting 

in parliament, or within the uſual times 
of privilege of parliament, is to be im- 
priſoned or reſtrained, without ſentence 
or order of the Houſe, unleſs it be for 
treaſon, or felony, or for refuſing to give 
e for the Peace. 


5 Standing order of 0 Houſe of Commons, 
1 * June I, 1621, 19 Jac. 


aPERED upon Queſtion, That 
| 0 if any arreſt, or any diſtreſs of 
goods, ſerving any proceſs, ſummoning 
his lands, citation, or ſummoning his 
perſon, ſuing him in any court, or 
breaking any other privilege of this 
Houſe, a letter ſhall iſſue under Mr. 
Speaker's hands for the party's relief 
therein, as if the parliament was ſitting ; 
and the party refuſing to obey it, to be 
cenſured at the next [acceſs. ] 


2 Journal, Vol. * p. 034: 
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T HE Order of the day for reſuming 
: the adjourned conſideration of the 
report of the conference with the Com- 
mons on Friday laſt being read, the third 
reſolution- of the Commons was read as 
follows: 
Reſolved, by the Commons in Parlia- 
ment aſſembled, 
That privilege of Parliament does not 


extend to the caſe of writing and pub- 


liſhing ſeditious libels, nor ought to be 
allowed to obſtruct the ordinary courſe of 
the laws, in the ſpeedy and effectual pro- 
ſecution of ſo heinous. and neee an 
offence. Kel 
And it being moved to agree with the 
Commons in the fad reſolution, the lame | 
was objected to. 
After long debate thereupon, the dal 
tion was put, | 
Whether to agree, with the Commons 
in the ſaid reſolution ? It was retolved jn 


the atthrmative. | 
1 5. 
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Diſſemient. | | 


Becauſe we cannot hear without the 
utmoſt concern and aſtoniſnment, a doc- 
trine advanced now for the firſt time in 
this Houſe, which we apprehend to be 
new, dangerous, and unwarrantable, viz. 
That the perſonal privilege of both Houſes 
of Parliament has never held, and ought 
mot to hold, in the cafe of any criminal 
_ proſecution whatſoever ; by which all the 
records of parliament, all hiſtory, and all 
the authorities of the graveſt and ſobereſt 
judges are entirely reſcinded; and the 


fundamental principles of the conſtitu- 


tion, with regard to the independance of 
parliament, torn up and buried under 
the ruins of our moſt eſtabliſned rights. 

We are at a loſs to conceive, with what 
view ſuch a ſacrifice ſnould be propoſed, 
unleſs to amplify, in effect, the juriſ- 
diction of the inferior, by annihilating 
the ancient immunities of this ſuperior 


ark. | RN 


Ihe very queſtion itſelf propoſed to us 
from the Commons, and now agreed to - 
by the Lords, from the letter and ſpirit - 
of it, contradicts this aſſertion; for whilſt 
2 . only narrows privilege in criminal mat- 
ers, it eſtabliſnes the principle. The _ 
4 3 
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of privilege, touching impriſonment of 


the perſons of Lords of Parliament, as 


ſtated by the two ftanding orders, 
declares generally, That no Lord of 
of Parliament, fitting the Parliament, or 
within the uſual times of privilege of 
Parliament, is to be impriſoned or re- 
ſtrained without ſentence or order of the 
Houſe, unleſs it be for treaſon or felo- 
ny, or for refuſing to give ſecurity for the 
peace, and refuſal to pay obedience to a 
writ of Habeas Corpus. 
- The firſt of theſe orders was RAS af. 
ter long conſideration, upon a diſpute 
with the King, when the precedents of 
both Houſes had been fully inſpected, 
commented upon, reported and entered 
in the journals, and after the King's coun- 
cil had been heard. It was made in ſo- 
ber times, and by a houſe of peers not only 
loyal, but devoted to the crown, and it 
was made by the unanimous conſent of 
all, not one diſſenting. Theſe circum- 
ſtances of ſolemnity, deliberation and 
unanimity, are ſo ſingular and extraordi- 
nary, that the like are ſcarce to be found 
in any inſtance among the records of Par- 
liament. 

When the two caſes of ſurety Git the 
Peace, and Habeas Corpus come to be 


wel 
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| well conſidered, it will be found that 


they both breath the ſame ſpirit, and 
grow out of the ſame principle. 

The offences that call for ſurety and 
Habeas Corpus, are both caſes of preſent 
continuing violence, the proceedings in 
both have the ſame end, viz. to repreſs 
the force, and to diſarm the offender. 

The 5 ſtops in both, when 
that end is attained; the offence is not 
proſecuted nor puniſhed- in either”; the 
neceſſity is equal in both, and if privi- 
lege was allowed in either, ſo long as the 
neceſſity laſt, a Lord of Parliament 
would enjoy a mightier prerogative than 
the crown itſelf is intitled to. Laſtly, 
They both leave the proſecution of all 
miſdemeanors ſtill under privilege, and 
do not derogate from that great funda- 
mental, that none ſhall be arreſted in the 
courſe of proſecution for any crime under 
treaſon and felony. 

Theſe two orders compriſe the bee 
law of privilege, and are both of them 
ſtanding orders, and conſequently the 
fixed laws of the houſe, by which we 
are all bound, until they are duly re- 
pealed,. - _ 
The den of the other houſe now 
agreed to, is a direct contradiction to the 


Fw 
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rule of parliamentary privilege, laid down 
in the aforeſaid ſtanding orders, both in 
letter and ſpirit. Before the reaſons are 
ſtated, it will be proper to premiſe two 
obſervations; _ | * 
Firſt, That in all caſes where ſecurity 
of the peace may be required, the Lord 
cannot be committed till that ſecurity is 
refuſed, and conſequently the magiſtrate 
will be guilty of a breach of privilege if 
he commits the offender, without deman- 
ding that ſecurity. ET e 
Secondly, Although the fecurity ſhould 
be refuſed, yet if the party is committed 
generally, the magiſtrate is guilty of a 
breach of privilege, becauſe the party 
refuſing, ought only to be committed 
till he has found ſureties; whereas by a 
eneral commitment he is held faſt, even 
though he ſhould give ſureties, and can 
only be diſcharged by giving bail for his 


appearance. 


This being premiſed, the firſt objec- 
tion is to the generality of this reſolu- 
tion, which, as it is penned, denies the 
privilege to the ſuppoſed libeller, not on- 
ly where he refuſes to give ſureties, but 
| likewiſe throughout the whole proſecu- 
tion from the beginning to the end; fo 
that, although he ſhould ſubmit to be 
bound, he may notwithſtanding, be af- 
terwards 
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terwards arreſted, tried, - convicted and 
puniſhed, ſitting the Parliament, and 
without leave of the houſe, wherein the 
law of privilege is fundamentally miſun- 
derſtood, by which no commitment what- 

ſoever is tolerated, but that only, which 

is made upon the refuſal of {ureties, or 
in the other excepted caſes, of treaſon or 
felony, and the Habeas Corpus. 
If privilege will not hold throughout in 
the caſe of a ſeditious libel, it muſt be 
| becauſe that offence is ſuch a breach of 
the peace, for which ſureties may be de- 
manded; and if that be ſo, it Wal readi- 
Iy be admitted, that the caſe comes with- 
in the exception, provided always that 

4 ſureties have been refuſed, and that 

« the party is committed only, till he 

fall give ſureties.“ 

But firſt, this offence is not a breach 
of the peace, it does not fall within any 
definition of a breach of the peace given 
by any of the good writers upon that ſub- 
ject, an which breaches from menace to 
actual wounding, either alone or with a 
multitude, are deſcribed to be acts of 
violence againſt the perſons, goods, or 
poſſeſſions, * putting the ſubject in fear by 
blows, threats, or geſtures; nor is this 
caſe of the libeller ever enumerated in any 


of theſe writers among the breaches of 
| 1 
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peace; on the contrary, it is always de- 
ſcribed as an act tending to excite, pro- 
voke, or produce breaches of the peace; 
and although a Secretary of State may 


be laced | to add the inflaming epithets 


of treaſonable, traiterous, or ſeditious, to 
a particular paper; yet no words are ſtrong 
enough to alter the nature of things. To 


then, that a libel, poſſibly productive 


; ſuch conſequence, is the very conſe- 


quence i prod ſo produced, is in other words to 


lare, that the cauſe and the effect are 
the ſame thing. 


Secondly, But if a libel could poſlibly, | 


by any abuſe of language, or has an 
where been called inadvertently a breac 


of the peace, there is not the leaſt colour | 
to ſay, that the libeller can be bound to 
give ſureties for the peace, for the fol- 


lowing reaſons: 


Becauſe none can be ſo bound, unleſs 


he be taken in the actual commitment of 


a breach of the peace; ſtriking or put- 


ting ſome one or more of his e's 
ſubjects in fear: 


Becauſe there is no authority, or even 
ambiguous hint in any law book, that N 


he may be ſo bound: 


| Becauſe no nr, 3 In a was ever 0 Ta 


bound : 


1 Becauſe | 
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Becauſe no crown lawyer, in the moſt 
deſpotic times, ever inſiſted he ſhould. be 
ſo Cond, even in days when the preſs 
ſwarmed wah the moſt invenomed and 
virulent libels, and when the proſecutions 
raged with ſuch uncommon fury againſt 
this ſpecies of offenders; when the law 
of libels was ranſacked every term; when 


| loſs of ears, perpetual impriſonment, ba- 


niſhment and fines of ten and twenty 
thouſand pounds, were the common judg- 
ments in the Star-Chamber, and when 
the crown had aſſumed an een 155 
authority over the press. 
Thirdly, This reſolution does not only 


: infringe the privilege of parliament, but 


points to the reſtraint of the perſonal _ 
liberty of every common ſubject. in theſe 
_ realms, ſeeing that it does in effect affirm 
that all men, without exception, may be 
bound to the peace for this offence. - . 
By this doctrine every man's liberty, 
privileged as well as unprivileged, is ſur- 
rendered into the hands of a Secretary of 
State; he is by this means impowered in 
the firſt inſtance, to pronounce the paper 
to be a ſeditious libel, a matter of ſuch 
difficulty, that ſome have pretended, it 
is too high to be intruſted to a ſpecial 
jury of the firſt rank and condition ; he is 
to underſtand and decide by himſelf, the 


mean- 


! 
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meaning of every inuendo; he is to de- 
termine the tendency thereof, and brand 


it with his own epithets; he is to ad- 
judge the party guilty, and make him 
author or publiſher, as he ſees good: 
and laſtly, he is to give ſentence by com- 
mitting the party. All theſe authorities 


are given to one ſingle magiſtrate, unaſ- 
ſiſted by council, evidence, or jury, in a 


caſe where the law ſays, no action will lie 
againſt him, becauſe he acts! in the capa- 


City of a judge. 
From what has been hed; it ap- 
pears to us, that the exception of a ſedi- 


aus libel from privilege, is neither foun- 
| ded on uſage, or written precedents”; 


and therefore this reſolution is of the firſt 


impreſſion ; nay, it is not only a new 
law, narrowing the known and antient 
rule, but it is likewiſe a law ex poſt facto, 


pendente lite, et ex parte, now firſt decla- 
red to meet with the circumſtances of a 
particular caſe; and it muſt be further 
conſidered, that this houſe was thus cal- 
Ted upon' to give a ſanction to the deter- 
minations b the other, who have not 
condeſcended to confer with us upon this 


point, till they had prejudged. it them- 


ſelves. 
This method 4 relaxing the FEY of 


privilege; caſe by caſe, is pregnant an 
ä 
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this farther inconvenience, that it renders 


the rule precarious and uncertain ; who 
can foretel where the houſe will ſtop, 
when they have, by one infringement of 
their own ſtanding orders, made a prece- 
dent, whereon future infringements may, 
with equal reaſon, be founded ? How 


ſhall the ſubje& be able to proceed with 


ſafety in this perilous buſineſs ? how can 
the judges decide on theſe or the like 
queſtions, if privilege is no longer to be 
found in records, and journals, and ſtan- 
ding orders. Upon een e. privi- 
leges may be enlarged, and no court will 
venture for the future without trembling 


either to recogniſe or deny it. 


We manifeſtly ſee this effect of exclu- 

ding by a general reſolution, one bailable 
offence from privilege to day, that it will 
be a precedent for doing ſo by another 
upon ſome future occaſion, till inſtead of 
privilege holding in every caſe not excep- 
ted, it will at laſt come to hold in none, 
but ſuch as are expreſly ſavet. 
When the caſe of the Habeas Corpus 
is relied upon, as a precedent to enforce 
the declaration, the argument only ſhews 


that the miſchief aforementioned has 
taken place already, ſince one alteration, 
though a very juſt one, not at all appli- 
cable to the preſent queſtion, is yu 


7 


— 
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ced to juſtify another, that is unwar- 
> rantable. . 


ee bs firongly objecind, that if "4 
vilege be allowed in this caſe, a Lord of 


Parliament might endanger the conſtitu- 
tion by a continual attack of ſucceſſive 


hbels ; and if ſuch a perſon ſhould be fuf- 
fered to eſcape under the ſhelter of pri- 
. vilege, with perpetual impunity, all go- 
vernment would be overturned ; and 
therefore it is expedient to allow the pri- 


vilege now, when the time of privilege, 


by prorogations, is continued for ever 
without an interval. | 


ways. 
Firſt, if inexpediency is to deſtroy per- 
ſonal privitege in this caſe of a ſeditious 


libel, it is at leaſt as inexpedient, that other 


great miſdemeanors ſnould ſtand under 
the like protection of privilege; neither 
is it expedient, that ſmaller offences 
ſhould. be exempt from proſecution in 


the perſon of a Lord of Parliament; fo i 
chat if this argument of inexpediency is 


to prevail, it muſt prevail throughout, 


and fubvert the whole law of privilege i in 


criminal matters; in which method of 


reaſoning there is this fault, that the ar- 


gument od too much. 


This objection ſhall be anſwered in tuo 


* 
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If this inconvenience be indeed grie- 


vous, the fault is not in the law of pri- 


vilege, but in the change of times, and 
in the management of prorogations by the 
ſervants of the crown, which are ſo con- 


trived, as not to leave an hour open for 
5 juſtice. Let the objection nevertheleſs 
be allowed i in its utmoſt extent, and then 
compare the inexpediency of an imme- 
diately proſecuting on one fide, with the 
inexpediency of ſtripping the Parliament 
of all protection from privilege on the 
other. Uphappy as the option is, the 


public would rather wiſh to ſee the pro- 


ſecution for crimes ſuſpended, than the 
Parliament totally unprivileged ; although 
notwithſtanding this pretended ineonve- 
nience is ſo warmly magnified upon the 
. preſent occaſion, we are not appriſed that 
any ſuch inconvenience has been felt, 


though the privilege has been enjoyed 
time immemorial. 


But the ſecond and beſt anſwer, be- 

cauſe 1 it removes all pretence of grievance, 

is this; That this houſe, upon complaint 

| made, has the power, which it will exert 
in favour of juſtice, to dalives up the of- 
fender to proſecution. 


It is a diſhonourable _ an 3 ; 


ved imputation upon the Lords ta ſup- 


Fel, even in argument, that they would 
nouriſh 


hank, by 


£0 
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nouriſh an impious criminal in their bo- 
ſoms againſt the call of offended juſtice, 
and the demand of their country. 

It 1s true however, and 1t 1s hoped that 
this houſe will always ſee (as every ma- 
giſtrate ought, that does not betray his 
truſt) that their member is properly char- 

ged; but when that ground is once laid, 


they would be aſhamed to protect the 
offender one moment; ſurely this truſt. 


(Which has never yet been abuſed) is not 
toa great to be repoſed in the high court 
of Parliament; while it is lodged there, 
the public juſtice is in ſafe hands, and the 
privilege untouched : whereas, on the 
contrary, if, for the ſake of coming at 
the criminal at once, without this appli- 
cation to the houſe, perſonal privilege is 
taken away, not only the offender, but 
the whole Parliament at the fame time is 
delivered up to the crow. 5 
It is not to be conceived, that our an- 
ceſtors, when they framed the law of pri- 
vilege, would have left the caſe of a ſedi- 
tious libel (as it is called) the only un- 
privileged miſdemeanor. Whatever elſe 
they had given up to the crown, they 
would have guarded the caſe of ſuppo- 
ſed libels above all others with privilege, 
as being moſt likely to be abuſed by out- 
rageous and vindictive proſecutions. 1 
1 | But 
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But this great. privilege had a much 
| deeper reach, it was wiſely planned, and 
| hath hitherto, through all times, been 
_ reſolutely maintained.” 
It was not made to ſcreen n 
but to preſerve the very being and life of 
Parliament; for when our anceſtors con- 
ſidered, chat che law had lodged the great 
powers of arreſt, indictment, and infor- 
mation in the crown, they ſaw the Parlia- 
ment would be undone, if, during the 
time of privilege, the royal proceſs ſhould 
be admitted in any miſdemeanor what- 
| ſoeyer ; therefore they expected none. 
Where the abuſe of power would be fa- 
tal, the power ought never to be given; 
5 becauſe redreſs comes too late.  _ 
A Parliament under perpetual terror 
of impriſonment, can neither be free nor 


bold, nor honeſt ; and if this privilege 


was once removed, the moſt important 
queſtion might be irrecoverably loſt, or 
carried by a ſudden irruption of meſſen- 
gers, let looſe againſt the members half 


an hour before the debate. „ 
Laſtly, As it has already been obſer- 


ved, the caſe of ſuppoſed libels is, of al! 


others, the moſt dangerous and alarming, 
to be left open to proſecution, during 
the time of privilege. 


Tf 


P 
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Tf the ſeverity of the law touching li- 
bels, as it hath ſometimes been laid down, 
be duly weighed, it muſt ſtrike both 
Houſes of Parliament with terror and 
diſmay. 

The repetition of a libel, the delivery 
of it unread to another, is ſaid to be a 
publication; nay, the bare poſſeſſion of 
it has been deemed criminal, unleſs it is 
Immediately deſtroyed or carried to a ma- 
gutrate.” ©: 


Every Lord of Parliament then, to : 


hath tne: this, who is falſely accuſed, 


_ nay, who is, though without any infor- 
mation, named in the Secretary of State's 
Warrant, has loſt his privilege by this re- 
folution, and lies at the mercy of that 
enemy to learning and liberty, the meſ- 
| ſenger of the preſs. 
For theſe, and many other forcible 7 
reaſons, we hold it highly unbecoming 
the dignity, gravity, and wiſdom of the 
Houſe of Peers, as well as their juſtice, 
thus judicially to explain away and di- 
mini the privilege of their perſons, foun- 


ded in the wiſdom of ages, declared, with _ 
preciſion in our ſtanding orders, ſo re- 
peatedly confirmed, and hitherto pre- 
ſerved inviolable by the ſpirit of our an- 
ceſtors, called to it oy by the other 


houſe, 
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houſe, on a particular occaſion, 2 to 


ſerve a particular purpoſe, ex poſt fatto, 
ex parte et pendente lite, in the courts be- wb 


low. 
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